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Preliminary Provisions

1. PURPOSE

These Standing Orders contain rules for the conduct of the proceedings
of the House and for the exercise of the powers possessed by the House. They
are not intended to diminish or restrict the rights, privileges and immunities
of the House and its Committees collectively or of its Members individually.

2. INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION OF STANDING ORDERS

(1) The Speaker (or other Member presiding) is responsible for ruling
whenever any question arises as to the interpretation or application of a
Standing Order and for deciding cases not otherwise provided for.

(2) In any matter not provided for in these Standing Orders, resort shall
be had to the usage and practice of the House of Commons of the United
Kingdom which shall be followed as far as they may be applicable to this
House, and not inconsistent with these Standing Orders or with the practice
of this House.

(8) In cases of doubt the Standing Orders of this House shall be
interpreted in the light of the relevant usage and practice of the House of
Commons of the United Kingdom, but no restrictions which the House of
Commons has introduced by Standing Order shall be deemed to extend to
this House or its Members until the House has provided by Standing Order
for such restriction.

(4) The Speaker shall have power to regulate the conduct of business in
all matters not provided for in these Standing Orders.

(5) The decision in all cases for which these Standing Orders do not
provide, shall lie within the discretion of the Speaker, and shall not be open
to challenge.

(6) The Speaker may issue Practice Notes on the procedure and practice
to be followed under any Standing Order.

3. DEFINITIONS

In these Standing Orders, if not inconsistent with the context—
Chair means the Speaker or other person presiding;

Chairman means the Chairman of a Committee of the whole
House or of a Select Committee;

Circulate means to distribute via electronic means as far as
possible;



Clerk means the Clerk of the House or, if the office is vacant or
the Clerk is absent from duty, the person appointed to act as
Clerk of the House; and includes any person authorised by
the Clerk to perform any of the functions or exercise any of
the powers of the Clerk under these Standing Orders;

Clerk of the Committee means the Clerk of the House or a person
authorised by the Clerk to be a Clerk of a Committee;

Coalition means the joining together of two or more groups or
parties, usually to form a government or opposition;

Constitution means the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago;

Court means a court of record in Trinidad and Tobago and
includes a Judicial Committee;

Dissolution means the formal end of the life of a Parliament in
accordance with sections 68(1) and (2) of the Constitution;

Financial Interest means a pecuniary benefit or other material
benefit which a Member receives which might reasonably be
thought by others to influence his actions, speeches or votes
in Parliament or actions taken in his capacity as a Member
of Parliament;

House means the House of Representatives;

Independent Senator means a Senator appointed in accordance
with section 40(2)(c) of the Constitution

Leader of the House means the Minister who is primarily
responsible to the Prime Minister for the arrangement of
government business in the House;

Leader of the Opposition means the Member appointed by the
President pursuant to section 83 of the Constitution;

Leave of the House or Leave of the Committee means permission
to do something that is granted without a dissentient voice;

Make when used in these Standing Orders in reference to written
law means Enact or Gazette;

Member means a Member of the House of Representatives or of a
Committee;

Minister means a person appointed by the President under
section 79 of the Constitution and assigned responsibility for
any business of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago
including the administration of any department of
Government;

Order Paper means a document showing the business before the
House in the sequence in which orders of business are called;



Paper means a document, including a report, laid on the Table of
the House, usually in accordance with a statutory provision;

Party means a formally constituted political group that contests
elections recognized for parliamentary purposes in
accordance with these Standing Orders;

Petition means a formal written request from one or more persons
addressed to the House in respect of some particular cause;

Person includes an organization;

Precincts of Parliament means the lands and buildings occupied
for parliamentary purposes and any footpath or walkway
immediately bordering such lands and buildings;

President means His Excellency the President of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago;

Private Member refers to a Member of the House who is not a
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary;

Privilege means the special rights and immunities belonging to
the House, its Committees and its Members in accordance
with section 55 of the Constitution and as may be prescribed
by Parliament from time to time;

Prorogation means the formal ending of a session of Parliament
by Presidential proclamation;

Recess means the period between sessions of a Parliament or any
period during which the House stands adjourned to a future
day exceeding three (3) weeks;

Session means the period of sittings commencing when the House
first meets after a prorogation or dissolution and terminating
when the Parliament is prorogued or is dissolved without
having been prorogued,;

Statutory Instrument means any proclamation, rule (including
Rule of Court), regulation, order, bye-law, resolution of either
House of Parliament, notification, appointment made under
a written law; but does not include (a) a conveyance,
agreement or bond, an appointment of a person, a personal or
private notice, or other instrument of a like nature, or (b) an
order made or warrant issued by a Court;

Sub judice for the purposes of Standing Order 49 refers to a
matter that is before the Court and awaiting adjudication;

Substantive Motion means a self-contained proposal, drafted in a
form capable of expressing an opinion or decision of the
House;



Table of the House is the table situated between the government
and opposition benches and in front of the Presiding Officer’s
chair;

Visitor means a person other than a Member or employee of the
Office of the Parliament who is required to work directly with
the House;

Whip is a Member of a party in the House who is responsible for
organising members of his party to take part in debates and
votes;

Witness means a person who attends before the House or a
Committee to give evidence and may include a Member of
Parliament;

Writing includes any communication which is hand written or
printed, and is hand delivered or transmitted by fax, post, or
any electronic means or in any other manner approved by the
Clerk.

CHAPTER I
General Provisions

4. ELECTION OF A SPEAKER

(1) At the first sitting of the House immediately after a general
election, before the House proceeds to attend to any other business, the Clerk
shall call upon the House to elect a Speaker.

(2) The election of Speaker shall be conducted in the following manner:

(a) for the purpose of the election of a Speaker, the Clerk shall
preside and call for nominations;

(b) the Speaker may be elected either from among the Members of
the House who are not Ministers or Parliamentary Secretaries
or subject to section 50(3) of the Constitution, from among
persons who are not Members of either House;

(c) no debate shall be allowed upon the proposals for filling the
office of Speaker.

Member or other person nominated as Speaker

(3) Any Member may rise in his place and propose that such other
Member or person (hereinafter referred to as “candidates”), duly qualified
in accordance with paragraph 2(b) of this Standing Order and having
consented, “take the Chair of this House as Speaker”. The motion shall be
seconded.



(4) The proposer may make a brief address, not to exceed two minutes,
on the candidate’s nomination.

If unopposed, elected

(5) The Clerk shall then ask “Is there any further nomination?” and if
there is no further nomination, the Clerk shall without question put, declare
the candidate so nominated and seconded to have been elected as Speaker.

Where there are two nominations

(6) If two (2) candidates are nominated for election as Speaker, the
Clerk shall propose the question that the candidate who was first proposed
should be the Speaker. If that proposal is approved by a majority of the
Members of the House, the Clerk shall declare that candidate to have been
elected as Speaker. If the proposal is negatived, the Clerk shall propose a like
question in respect of the other candidate. In the event of a tie, the Clerk
shall proceed in accordance with paragraph (10) of this Standing Order.

When there are more than two nominations

(7) If more than two (2) candidates are nominated for election as
Speaker, a ballot shall be conducted by the Clerk.

(8) Upon the conclusion of the ballot, if a candidate receives the votes
of a majority of the Members of the House, the Clerk shall declare that
candidate to have been elected as Speaker.

(9) Otherwise, the candidate with the fewest number of votes shall be
eliminated and the ballot held again for the remaining candidates until one
candidate receives the vote of a majority of Members of the House.

(10) If after the holding of a ballot referred to in paragraph (9) of this
Standing Order the votes remain equal, the Clerk must determine by lot
which candidate is to be eliminated.

Speaker takes the Chair

(11) Once elected, the Speaker shall be escorted to the dais and take the
Chair. The Mace shall then be laid upon the Table.

(12) Whenever the office of Speaker becomes vacant, before the House
proceeds to attend to any other business, the Clerk shall call upon the House
to elect a Speaker and the procedure contained in the preceding paragraphs
shall apply.

5. ELECTION OF A DEPUTY SPEAKER

(1) At the first meeting of the House after a general election and
immediately after the election of a Speaker (or whenever there is a vacancy
in the office of the Deputy Speaker), the House shall proceed to elect a
Member to be Deputy Speaker. Such a Member shall not be a Minister or
Parliamentary Secretary.



(2) The election of the Deputy Speaker shall be conducted in a similar
manner to the election of the Speaker, except that the Speaker shall
preside.

6. OATH

(1) At the first meeting of the House after a general election and
immediately following the election of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker, the
Clerk shall administer the oath or affirmation of allegiance firstly to the
Speaker, then to Deputy Speaker and then to each of the other Members of
the House.

(2) At any other time, the oath or affirmation shall be administered to
the Member by the Clerk immediately after Prayers.

(3) The oath or affirmation shall be in the form set out in the First
Schedule to the Constitution.

(4) A Member who refuses to make or subscribe the oath or
affirmation before the House shall not be entitled to take his seat in the
House nor to be remunerated.

7. PRESIDING IN THE HOUSE AND IN COMMITTEE

(1) The Speaker or in his absence the Deputy Speaker, shall preside at
sittings of the House and shall act as Chairman of Committees of the whole
House and Standing Finance Committee.

(2) During any period where the Speaker is absent on account of
illness, or is for any other reason unable to perform the functions of his
office, those functions shall be assumed and performed by the Deputy
Speaker until such time as the Speaker resumes his office.

(3) When the Speaker is unavoidably absent from any day’s sitting, an
announcement of the Speaker’s absence shall be made by the Clerk at the
Table of the House. The Deputy Speaker shall then take the Chair and shall
be vested with all the powers of the Speaker until the next sitting of the
House.

(4) When the Speaker and Deputy Speaker are both absent, the Clerk
shall call upon the House to elect a Member to preside over that sitting of the
House. Such Member must not be a Minister or Parliamentary Secretary
and the election shall be conducted in a similar manner to the election of the
Speaker described in Standing Order 4 (Election of a Speaker).

(5) Except as may be otherwise provided in these Standing Orders, the
Deputy Speaker or other Member presiding shall have all the authority and
power of the Speaker when presiding or otherwise performing the functions
of the Speaker.



(6) The Speaker may, without any formal communication to the House
or the Committee, request the Deputy Speaker to take the Chair.

(7) The Speaker, or in his absence the Deputy Speaker, may at any
time ask any Member present, not being a Minister or a Parliamentary
Secretary, to take the Chair temporarily without any formal communication
to the House or to the Committee.

8. LANGUAGE

(1) The proceedings and debates of the House shall be in the English
language.

(2) Every Petition, Paper and written communication referred to in
these Standing Orders shall also be in the English language.

9. PARTIES

(1) The Speaker shall recognize a party for parliamentary purposes, if
such party—

(a) is registered as a party by the Elections and Boundaries
Commission; and

(b) has at least one Member elected to the House of
Representatives.

(2) For the purpose of section 49A(5) of the Constitution, the Speaker
shall recognize as Leader of a party in the House of Representatives the
person who commands the support of the greatest number of Members of
such party in the House.

10. QUORUM

(1) The quorum of the House and of a Committee of the Whole House
shall be twelve (12) Members, excluding the person presiding, in accordance
with section 60(1) of the Constitution.

(2) If any Member draws the attention of the Speaker in the House or
of the Chairman in Committee of the Whole House to the fact that a quorum
is not present, the Speaker or Chairman, as the case may be, shall direct
that Members be summoned.

(3) When the order to summon Members has been given in the House,
the Speaker shall, after the expiration of ten (10) minutes, count the House.
If a quorum is not then present, he shall adjourn the House without question
put.



(4) When the order to summon Members has been given in
Committee of the Whole House, the Chairman shall, after the expiration of
ten (10) minutes, count the Committee. If he ascertains that a quorum is not
present, the House shall resume and the Speaker shall count the House. If
a quorum is then present, the House shall resolve itself into Committee; but
if a quorum is not present, the Speaker shall adjourn the House without
question put.

(5) If, from the number of Members taking part in a division, including
those Members who declined to vote, it appears that a quorum is not
present, the division shall be invalid, and the business then under
consideration shall stand over until the next sitting or until such time as a
quorum is obtained which ever first occurs.

(6) The Members to be summoned by the Clerk under this Standing
Order shall be those Members who are within the Precincts of the
Parliament.

CHAPTER 1II

Sittings of the House
11. MEETING DAYS

Subject to these Standing Orders, the House shall meet on Fridays and
every adjournment of the House shall be to the next Friday unless the House
on a motion moved by a Minister, without notice, decides to adjourn to
another day. No debate shall ensue on such a motion.

12. HOURS OF SITTING

(1) Except as otherwise provided by these Standing Orders, every
sitting of the House shall begin at 1.30 p.m. and unless previously adjourned,
shall end at 8.00 p.m. on the same day.

(2) The Speaker may at any time suspend the sitting for a stated period
but unless the House otherwise resolves, the Speaker shall at 4.30 p.m.
suspend the sitting for thirty (30) minutes.

(3) The House may at any time by motion moved by a Minister and

carried without amendment or debate, suspend or vary the provisions of
paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Standing Order.
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13. EXTRAORDINARY SITTING

(1) If at any time when the House stands adjourned pursuant to its
own order the Speaker is satisfied that there is urgent necessity for the
House to meet upon a day earlier than the day to which the House stands
adjourned, he may, subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of this
Standing Order, direct the Clerk to summon a meeting of the House for such
time and on such day, whether Friday or otherwise, as the Speaker may
determine.

(2) Every direction under paragraph (1) of this Standing Order shall
be in writing and shall be signed by the Speaker and shall bear the date
upon which it is given to the Clerk and shall specify the business to be
transacted at the meeting to which it relates.

(3) Immediately upon receipt of any direction under paragraph (2) of
this Standing Order, the Clerk shall inform every Member of the House,
personally, if practicable, of the day and hour appointed by the Speaker for
the holding of the extraordinary Sitting of the House and of the business to
be transacted at such sitting.

(4) Except by leave of the House, no business other than the business
specified in the direction under paragraph (2) of this Standing Order shall
be transacted at any extraordinary sitting of the House. At the conclusion of
the business, unless the House has otherwise decided, the House shall stand
adjourned without question being put to the day to which it had originally
been adjourned at its last sitting.

14. FIXED RECESS

Notwithstanding Standing Order 11 (Meeting Days) and subject to
Standing Order 13 (Extraordinary Sitting), unless there are urgent or
extraordinary reasons for so doing, no sitting of the House of
Representatives shall be held from the first week in the month of July to the
first week in the month of September in any year.

15. ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

(1) A Minister may move “That this House do now adjourn” at any time
after the conclusion of Questions to Ministers at any sitting. However, on
Private Member’s day, except with the agreement of the Whips representing
each of the parties in Opposition to the Government, the House shall not be
adjourned earlier than 6.00 p.m.



(2) At 7.50 p.m. the Speaker shall interrupt the business under
consideration which shall stand deferred to the next sitting day, unless the
Member in charge of the business under consideration names a different
sitting day to which that business should be deferred. If the House is in
Committee at that time the Chairman shall immediately leave the Chair
and report to the House. The Committee shall be directed to sit again on a
day to be determined by the Leader of the House. Then at the time appointed
for the termination of the sitting in Standing Order 12 (Hours of Sitting),
the Speaker shall adjourn the House without question put.

(3) If the Speaker is of the opinion that the proceedings on which the
House is engaged could be concluded by a short extension of the sitting, he
may permit the sitting to be continued to 8.15 p.m.

(4) If at the time of interruption a question is being put to the House or
a vote is in progress, the interruption of business shall be deferred until the
question is determined.

(5) At any time prior to the time of interruption (7.50 p.m.) a Minister
may without notice move that the House continue to sit until the conclusion
of the business on the Order Paper or of any matter specified thereon. The
question upon such a motion shall be put without amendment or debate.

16. MATTERS ON THE ADJOURNMENT

(1) Upon any motion “That this House do now adjourn”, debates may
take place in which matters for which the Cabinet is responsible may be
raised by a Private Member.

(2) A Private Member wishing to obtain the right to raise a matter on
the motion for the adjournment shall give not less than three (3) days
written notice to the Speaker specifying the matter which he proposes to
raise.

(3) All matters raised during this period shall not, in the aggregate,
exceed forty (40) minutes, after which the motion on the adjournment shall
expire.

17. ADJOURNMENT—DEFINITE MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

(1) At the time appointed under Standing Order 19 (Order of Business),
a Member may rise in his place and ask leave to move the adjournment of the
House for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public
importance.

(2) No more than two (2) Members shall be permitted by the Speaker
at any one sitting to seek leave to move the adjournment of the House under
this Standing Order.

10



(3) A Member who wishes to seek leave to move the adjournment of the
House under this Standing Order shall give written notice to the Speaker at
least ninety (90) minutes before the commencement of the sitting. The
Speaker shall refuse to allow the request unless he is satisfied that the
matter is—

(a) definite;
(b) urgent; and
(c) of public importance.

(4) If the Speaker is so satisfied and either—
(a) leave of the House is given; or

(b) if leave is not given, at least eleven (11) Members rise in their
places to support the request,

the motion shall stand over until 6.00 p.m. on the same day, and at that time
any proceedings on which the House is engaged shall be postponed until the
motion for the adjournment is disposed of or until 7.00 p.m., whichever is
the earlier. At 7.00 p.m. the motion for the adjournment, if not previously
disposed of, shall lapse and the proceedings which have been postponed shall
be resumed.

(5) No more than two (2) motions for the adjournment of the House
under this Standing Order may be allowed at any one sitting.

18. BROADCASTING AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND

(1) The proceedings of the House shall ordinarily be broadcast, gavel to
gavel, on television, radio and the Internet and in accordance with the rules
and standards adopted by the House as set out in Appendix II to these
Standing Orders, as may be amended by order of the House from time to
time.

(2) A person, not being a Member, who has been referred to in the
House by name, or in such a way as to be readily identifiable, may make a
submission to the Speaker in writing—

(a) claiming that as a result of the reference, to have been
adversely affected in reputation or claiming injury to
occupation, trade or office;

(b) submitting a response to the reference; and

(c) requesting that the response be incorporated in the
parliamentary record.

(3) A submission must be made within two (2) weeks of the
reference having been made and must be succinct and strictly relevant to
the reference that was made. It must not contain anything offensive in
character.

11



(4) The Speaker shall consider whether in all the circumstances of the
case the response should be incorporated into the parliamentary record.
(5) In that consideration, the Speaker—

(a) shall take account of the extent to which the reference is
capable of adversely affecting, or damaging the reputation of
the person making the submission;

(b) may confer with the person making the submission and with
the Member who referred to that person in the House;

(c) must be satisfied that—
(i) the subject matter is not trivial; or

(ii) the submission is not frivolous, vexatious or offensive
in character.

(6) The Speaker shall not consider or judge the truth of the reference
made in the House or of the response to it.

(7) If the Speaker decides that the response should not be incorporated
in the parliamentary record, the Speaker shall direct the Clerk to so inform
the person concerned and that no further action will be taken.

(8) If the Speaker decides that the response should be incorporated in
the parliamentary record, he shall order that the submission, as may be
amended by him, be read by the Clerk at the next subsequent sitting after
his determination.

CHAPTER III

Business of the House

19. ORDER OF BUSINESS
Unless the House otherwise directs, the business of each sitting day

shall be transacted in the following order:

(a) Prayers;

(b) Oath or Affirmation;

(¢) Announcements by the Speaker;

(d) Bills brought from the Senate;

(e) Petitions;

(f) Papers;

(g) Reports from Committees;

(h) Prime Minister’s Questions;

(i) Urgent Questions;

12



(j) Questions on Notice;

(k) Requests for Leave to Move the Adjournment of the House on
Definite Matters of Urgent Public Importance;

(I) Statements by Ministers;
(m) Personal Explanations;
(n) Introduction of Bills;

(o) Motions Relating to the Business or Sittings of the House and
Moved by a Minister;

(p) Public Business;
(@) Government Business;
(r) Committee Business;

(s) Private Members’ Business.

20. ORDER PAPER

(1) The Clerk shall prepare an Order Paper for each sitting of the
House.

(2) The Order Paper shall be circulated as early as possible before each
sitting.

21. PETITIONS

(1) A Petition shall be endorsed by the Clerk as being in accordance
with the rules in regard to Petitions prior to its presentation to the House.

(2) Every Petition must conclude with a prayer setting forth the
general objects of the Petition.

(3) The House will not receive any Petition which—

(a) is not addressed to the House and which is not properly and
respectfully worded;

(b) has not at least one (1) signature on the sheet on which the
prayer of the Petition appears;

(¢) in the opinion of the Speaker, refers to a matter not within the
cognizance of the Executive or the Parliament; and

(d) in the opinion of the Speaker, requests that provision be made
for imposing or increasing any charge on the revenues or other
funds of the State or for altering any such charge
otherwise than by reducing it or for compounding or remitting
any debt due to the State, unless on the recommendation of the
Cabinet signified by a Minister.
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Announcement of Petitions and Responses

(4) The Clerk shall announce Petitions lodged for presentation and the
announcement shall state in each case:

(a) the Member who lodged it;
(b) the identity and number of petitioners; and
(c) the subject matter of the Petition.

(5) All Petitions shall be ordered to lie upon the Table without
question put. Immediately after the announcement, any Member may move
for a Petition to be read and any such motion shall be put without
amendment or debate.

Action on Petitions

(6) After a Petition is presented to the House, the Clerk shall within
two (2) days, refer a copy of the Petition to the Minister responsible for the
administration of the matter raised in the Petition. The Minister shall,
within thirty (30) days of the date of the letter from the Clerk, lodge a
written response with the Clerk. Such response shall be ordered to lie upon
the Table without question put and shall be circulated at the next sitting of
the House.

(7) If a Petition remains without a response at the expiration of
the period of thirty (30) days, the matter of the failure of the Minister to
respond shall be deemed referred to the appropriate Joint Select Committee
(Standing) under Standing Order 98.

(8) The provisions of paragraphs (6) and (7) of this Standing Order
shall not apply to a Petition from the promoters of a Private Bill under
Standing Order 75 (Private Bills).

22. PAPERS

(1) A paper shall ordinarily be presented by a Minister and its
presentation shall be recorded in the Minutes of Proceedings.

(2) A Minister presenting a paper may make a short explanatory
statement of its contents but no debate shall then take place upon any such
statement.

(3) All papers presented to the House shall be ordered to lie upon the
Table of the House without question put and any motion for the printing
thereof as a House Paper shall be determined without amendment or
debate.

(4) The Speaker shall cause to be presented all papers required in law
to be laid from bodies and authorities that do not fall within the purview of
a Minister’s responsibility.
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(5) Any address to the House by His Excellency, the President, shall
be ordered to lie upon the Table and be ordered to be published as a House
Paper, without question put.

(6) Within twenty-one (21) days of the return to Trinidad and Tobago
of an officially recognized parliamentary delegation composed in any part of
Members of the House, the head of the delegation, or a Member acting on his
behalf, shall present a report to the House on the activities of the
delegation.

(7) Any statutory instrument made under the authority of any law and
required to be laid before the House, shall be submitted to Parliament no
later than two (2) days after the date upon which it was enacted or gazetted
and laid on the Table no later than seven (7) days thereafter.

(8) A report from the Ombudsman shall be presented by the Speaker or
Deputy Speaker and shall be considered by the House on motion.

23. PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS

(1) With the leave of the Speaker, a Member may make a personal
explanation at the time appointed under Standing Order 19 (Order of
Business) although there is no question before the House. No controversial
matter may be brought forward nor may any debate arise upon the
explanation.

(2) A personal explanation shall not exceed ten (10) minutes.

24. STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

(1) A Minister may make a statement in the House, with the approval
of the Cabinet on government policy, legislative proposals he intends to sub-
mit to Parliament, or the course he intends to adopt in the transaction and
arrangement of public business.

(2) A Minister who intends to make a ministerial statement shall,
before the commencement of the sitting, inform the Speaker of his intention
to make a ministerial statement and the subject of the statement and
provide the Speaker with a copy of the statement.

(3) A statement by a Minister shall not exceed ten (10) minutes.

(4) The Speaker may permit one (1) question for the purpose of
elucidation, to be asked by one Member from each of the parties in
Opposition to the Government and the Minister, if he can then answer, shall
reply. Such question shall not exceed fifteen (15) seconds in length, must be
asked without argument or opinion, and shall not address more than one
matter of general government policy.
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(5) Any reply in accordance with paragraph (4) of this Standing Order
shall be limited to two (2) minutes.

(6) A statement made by a Minister shall be circulated to all Members.

CHAPTER 1V

Questions

25. QUESTIONS

Questions may be asked of a Minister relating to any subject or
department under the Minister’s administrative responsibility. The right to
ask a question shall be subject to the rules set out in this chapter, and the
Speaker shall be the sole judge on the interpretation of these rules.

26. PRIME MINISTER'S QUESTIONS

(1) During the second sitting of the House each month there shall be
Prime Minister’s Question Time at the time designated in the Order of
Business.

(2) During Prime Minister’s question time, questions may be put to the
Prime Minister relating to current matters of national importance or on the
general performance of the Government and Government agencies.

(3) The Prime Minister’s question time shall not exceed thirty (30)
minutes.

(4) A question to the Prime Minister shall not exceed fifteen (15)
seconds in length, must be asked without argument or opinion, and shall
not address more than one matter of general government policy.

27. URGENT QUESTIONS

(1) There shall be a fifteen (15) minute period for urgent questions at
the appropriate stage in the Order of Business at each sitting of the House
which shall be subject to the following rules:

(a) any Member desiring to ask a question on the ground of
urgency in the public interest shall submit to the Clerk a copy
of