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The State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 2015

Background

The State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 2015* was introduced and
read for a first time in the House of Representatives on Friday May 29, 2015 by Hon. Jairam Seemungal,
MP, Minister of Land and Marine Resources.

Squatter Regularisation in Trinidad and Tobago
The State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) Bill, 19982 3was introduced on January 16, 1998 by the Hon.
John Humphrey, MP, Minister of Housing and Settlements. The Bill sought to:
a. protect certain squatters from ejectment from State Land;
b. facilitate the acquisition of leasehold titles by both squatters and tenants in designated areas; and
c. provide for the establishment of land settlement areas.

Administration of the Act: The Land Settlement Agency and the Tobago House of Assembly

The Land Settlement Agency was established as a body corporate pursuant to section 5 of the Act and
charged with the responsibility for carrying out the provisions of the Act with respect to State Land in
Trinidad. Responsibility for administering the Act in Tobago is vested in the Tobago House of Assembly.

The Land Settlement Agency and the Tobago House of Assembly are empowered to:

conduct title investigations;
perform sociological surveys;
prepare planning and design layouts with a view to developing viable communities;

iv. perform infrastructural upgrading works;
V. conduct cadastral surveys;
vi.  establish Settlement Councils in communities for the purpose of —
a. fostering community spirit and development; and
b. settling of disputes;
vii. prepare and issue Certificates of Comfort and Deeds of Lease;
viii. prepare and upkeep a Register containing all relevant information pertaining to
Certificates of Comfort, Statutory Leases and Deeds of Lease;
ix.  enter into contract to carry out and do other acts or things incidental to the purpose of
the Agency or the Assembly under this Act;
X.  engage in research and development;
Xi. facilitate micro-enterprise within communities; and
xii. perform all such things as are incidental or conducive to the carrying out of its functions

as prescribed in section 10 and the Act generally.

1 http://www.ttparliament.org/legislations/b2015h11.pdf

2 http://www.ttparliament.org/hansards/hh19980116.pdf

3 http://www.ttparliament.org/publications.php?mid=28&id=374
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Application of the Act
The State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) Act applies to the following®:
a. a squatter in respect of his actual occupation of State Land on which there is a dwelling house
before January 1, 1998;
b. asquatter or tenant within a Designated Area and to a person within a Land Settlement Area;
and
C. a squatter or tenant in respect of his actual occupation or tenancy of lands owned by a State
Agency listed in the Schedule, and on which there is a dwelling house before the appointed
day, so however that no occupant therein may obtain a Statutory Lease or a Deed of Lease
until such time as the land is designated and legally transferred to the State.

Application for Certificate of Comfort

A Certificate of Comfort® confirms protection from ejectment in respect of one’s dwelling house however
it does not create an interest in land, merely a personal right to protection from ejectment. Section 11(2)
provides that a squatter shall apply to the Land Settlement Agency or the Tobago House of Assembly for
a Certificate of Comfort within one year of the commencement of the Act.® Section 12 allowed for late
applications and provided that the Land Settlement Agency and the Tobago House of Assembly would
entertain applications for a further period of one year. All applications for Regularisation were therefore
required to be made on or before October 27, 2000.

The Land Settlement Agency has received approximately twenty-three thousand (23,000) applications for
Certificates of Comfort and estimates that there are as much as two hundred and fifty thousand (250,000)
squatters on State Lands.” The ‘Land for the Landless’ programme was launched in November 2012 as an
initiative to ameliorate the existing housing situation by offering serviced lots to families.®

Required Documents

Persons who have applied to be regularised must submit the following®:
a. originals of two references;
b. photocopies of other documentary evidence;
c. Bills showing materials purchased to build the house;
d. T&TECBiIll;

4 http://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/Laws2/Alphabetical List/lawspdfs/57.05.pdf Section 3

5 http://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/Laws2/Alphabetical List/lawspdfs/57.05.pdf Section 11

6 The State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) Act, Chap. 57:05 commenced on October 28, 1998

7 http://mphe.gov.tt/agenciesdivisions/Isa.html

8 http://www.mphe.gov.tt/news/257-ministry-launches-land-for-the-landless.html
http://www.ttconnect.gov.tt/gortt/portal/ttconnect/!ut/p/al/jdDLDolwEAXQr2HLDT1tWPhAzAXYFTsxkBSK6a2pl
Tx80V2BEVNN5Nzk5sBBikwITOKkdICgOy-dzY8RrGHNJgQXMc4QS8JBjOKEVMMSAOOLZAs5]WYOcEy2hFE C-

PX8b md9wBXtgvSykHdCt2YCeHiEwIXXe OTgg5yMBTDDTIxw495NfT5beyunDijpYVZUrtBaSu9Y6-
Clx1gWFtAXhdt2mz-

BC5SWPIvwBMIyPi/dI5/d5/L2dBISEVZOFBISOnQSEh/?WCM_GLOBAL CONTEXT=/gortt/wcm/connect/gortt+web+co
ntent/TTConnect/Citizen/Topic/HousingandProperty/Government+Housing+and+Property/Squatter+Regularisatio
n
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e. WASA Bill;

f. TSTT Bill;

g. Cable Bill;

h. Land & Building Tax Receipts; and
i

any other documents (such as letters, bills, etc.) which support a claim to occupation before the
appointed day.

Purpose of the Bill

This Bill seeks to amend the State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) Act, Chap. 57:05 and the State Land
(Regularisation of Tenure) (Certificate of Comfort) Regulations, Chap. 57:05 and to revoke Legal Notice
No. 151 of 1999, Legal Notice No. 134 of 2000 and Legal Notice No. 135 of 2000.

Legislation mentioned in the Bill
State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) Act, Chap. 57:05%
State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) (Certificate of Comfort) Regulations, Chap. 57:05

Major changes proposed by Legislation

Appointed Day January 1, 1998 — June 13, 2014

Applicants for regularisation are required to prove occupation on State Lands before the ‘appointed day’
which is currently January 1, 1998. The Bill proposes to shift this date forward by approximately seventeen
(17) years and six (6) months to June 13, 2014.

The Bill will therefore render persons squatting on State Lands during the foregoing period eligible to

apply for regularisation.

Application for Certificate of Comfort
Section 11(2) provides that a squatter shall apply to the Land Settlement Agency or the Tobago House of

Assembly for a Certificate of Comfort within one year of the commencement of the Act.'? Furthermore,
section 12 allowed for late applications.

The Bill provides that squatters shall apply for regularisation within three years from the commencement
of the State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) (Amendment) Act 2015. Additionally, the Act will no longer
countenance late applications since section 12 is being repealed.

Key Features of proposed Legislation
1. Clause 1 of the Bill would provide the short title of the Bill.
2. Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to provide for the interpretation of the Bill.
3. Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to provide for amendments to the interpretation section of the Act to -

10 http://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/Laws2/Alphabetical List/lawspdfs/57.05.pdf
11 http://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/Laws2/Alphabetical List/lawspdfs/57.05.pdf Pg.40
12 The State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) Act, Chap. 57:05 commenced on October 28, 1998
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(a) change the appointed day from 1st January, 1998 to 13th June, 2014;

(b) include designated areas in the definition of “Land Settlement Agency”;

(c) to define Minister as the Minister with responsibility for the Land Settlement Agency; and
(d) toinclude State Land vested in the Land Settlement Agency in the definition of “State Land”.

4. Clause 4 of the Bill seeks to provide that applications for Certificates of Comfort may be made
within three years after the commencement of the proposed Act and shall be in the form
prescribed by the Minister by Order.

5. Clause 5 of the Bill seeks to repeal section 12 of the Act which allows for the making of late
applications.

6. Clause 6 of the Bill seeks to provide for a consequential amendment arising out of the repeal of
section 12.

7. Clause 7 of the Bill seeks to provide that Designated Areas are to be deemed as Land Settlement
Areas and to empower the Minister to vest State Land in the Land Settlement Agency for the
purposes of the Act. The vesting of any interest in land in the Land Settlement Agency would also
be exempt from stamp duty.

8. Clause 8 of the Bill seeks to delete and substitute the Schedule to the Act which contains the list
of Designated Areas.

9. Clauses 9 of the Bill would amend the State Land (Regularisation of Tenure) (Certificate of
Comfort) Regulations, Chap. 57:05, to allow the Land Settlement Agency to refer to the 2014 aerial
photography, instead of the 1998 aerial photography, for the purposes of determining the
occupation of lands by applicants.

10. Clause 10 of the Bill would revoke the forms relating to applications for Certificates of Comfort in
Legal Notices No. 151 of 1999, 134 of 2000 and 135 of 2000.

Comparative Table of Amendments

2(1) “appointed day” means 1st January, 1998

“Land Settlement Area” means an area defined
and declared as such under Part VII

“landless” refers to a person who falls within a
category designated as disadvantage by the
Minister to whom responsibility for Social
Development is assigned and who has no legal
or equitable interest or any other interest or
claim to such an interest, in a dwelling house,
residential land, or agricultural land upon
which a dwelling house is permitted to be built

2(1) “appointed day” means 13th June, 2014

“Land Settlement Area” means an area defined
and declared as such under Part VIl or a
Designated Area

“landless” refers to a person who has no legal
or equitable interest or any other interest or
claim to such an interest, in a dwelling house,
residential land, or agricultural land upon
which a dwelling house is permitted to be built
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“Minister” means the Minister to whom
responsibility for settlements is assigned and
“Ministry” has a corresponding meaning

“State Land” includes land held by the National
Housing Authority, State Land vested in the
Tobago House of Assembly, and any other land
transferred to the State from time to time by
any State agency for the purposes of this Act

“Minister” means the Minister to whom
responsibility for the Land Settlement Agency
is assigned and “Ministry” has a corresponding
meaning

“State Land” includes land held by the National
Housing Authority, State Land vested in the
Tobago House of Assembly or the Land
Settlement Agency, and any other land
transferred to the State from time to time by
any State agency for the purposes of this Act

11. (1) A Certificate of Comfort—
(a) confirms protection from ejectment
pursuant to section 4(1); and
(b) does not create an interest in land
but only a personal right to protection
from ejectment.
(2) Within one year after the commencement
of this Act (hereinafter referred to as the
“prescribed period”) a squatter to whom
section 4(1) applies, shall apply to the Land
Settlement Agency or the Assembly for the
issue of a Certificate of Comfort in respect
thereof.

(3) The application shall be in the form of a
sworn declaration as prescribed and shall be
supported by evidence as to the existence of
the squatter’s occupation before the appointed
day and such evidence shall include the
declaration of two deponents who are not
relatives of the squatter who attest to the fact
that the squatter was in actual occupation of
the dwelling house before the appointed day.
(4) Upon receipt of any such application within
the prescribed period, the Agency or the
Assembly shall issue a certificate if it is satisfied
that the dwelling house is situated on State
Land.

11. (1) A Certificate of Comfort—

(a) confirms protection from ejectment

pursuant to section 4(1); and

(b) does not create an interest in land

but only a personal right to protection

from ejectment.
(2) Within  three years from the
commencement of the State Land
(Regularisation of Tenure) (Amendment) Act
2015 (hereinafter referred to as the
“prescribed period”) a squatter to whom
section 4(1) applies, shall apply to the Land
Settlement Agency or the Assembly for the
issue of a Certificate of Comfort in respect
thereof.
(3) The application shall be in the form of a
sworn declaration as prescribed by the
Minister by Order and shall be supported by
evidence as to the existence of the squatter’s
occupation before the appointed day and such
evidence shall include the declaration of two
deponents who are not relatives of the
squatter who attest to the fact that the
squatter was in actual occupation of the
dwelling house before the appointed day. (4)
Upon receipt of any such application within the
prescribed period, the Agency or the Assembly
shall issue a certificate if it is satisfied that the
dwelling house is situated on State Land.

12. Alate application made after the prescribed
period shall be entertained by the Agency or
the Assembly for a further period of one year
only and it shall be supported by the
declarations of two deponents who are not
relatives of the applicant who attest to the fact

REPEALED
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that the squatter was in actual occupation of
the dwelling house, to which the application
refers, before the appointed day

13. Where a person makes a false declaration
under section 11(3) or 12 he shall be liable,
upon summary conviction, to a fine of five
thousand dollars and to imprisonment for six
months and the Certificate of Comfort shall be
void ab initio.

13. Where a person makes a false declaration
under section 11(3) he shall be liable, upon
summary conviction, to a fine of five thousand
dollars and to imprisonment for six months and
the Certificate of Comfort shall be void ab
initio.

25. (1) The Minister and the Assembly shall
identify certain areas of State Land as Land
Settlement Areas following the procedure
outlined in sections 19 and 20.

(2) The Minister may, by Order, subject to
affirmative Resolution of Parliament, declare
such lands so identified to be Land Settlement
Areas.

(3) A Land Settlement Area is an area of State
land so identified and declared by the Minister
for the purpose of— (a) facilitating the
provision of shelter for citizens and residents
who are landless; and (b) relocating squatters
under section 27.

(4) Land in a Land Settlement Area may be laid
out in accordance with an approved
development plan made by the Land
Settlement Agency or the Assembly, for the
purposes not limited to residential use and may
include areas set aside for recreation, small
scale commerce, community facilities,
homesteading and other uses which tend to
enhance the economic and social development
of the community thereby established.

25. (1) The Minister and the Assembly shall
identify certain areas of State Land as Land
Settlement Areas following the procedure
outlined in sections 19 and 20.

(2) The Minister may, by Order, subject to
affirmative Resolution of Parliament, declare
such lands so identified to be Land Settlement
Areas.

(3) A Land Settlement Area is an area of State
land so identified and declared by the Minister
for the purpose of— (a) facilitating the
provision of shelter for citizens and residents
who are landless; and (b) relocating squatters
under section 27.

(4) Land in a Land Settlement Area may be laid
out in accordance with an approved
development plan made by the Land
Settlement Agency or the Assembly, for the
purposes not limited to residential use and may
include areas set aside for recreation, small
scale commerce, community facilities,
homesteading and other uses which tend to
enhance the economic and social development
of the community thereby established.

(5) Notwithstanding subsections (1), (2) and
(3), Designated Areas are deemed to be Land
Settlement Areas.

(6) For the purposes of this Act, the Minister
may, by Vesting Order, vest State Land in the
Land Settlement Agency for a term not
exceeding nine hundred and ninety-nine years
on such terms and conditions as are specified
in the Vesting Order.

(7) The Stamp Duty Act shall not apply to the
vesting of any interest in land in the Land
Settlement Agency under subsection (6) or
otherwise.

8
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Schedule of Designated Areas

REPEALED AND REPLACED

State Land (Regularisation of Tenure)

(Certificate of Comfort) Regulations

3. (1) The documentary evidence referred to in
regulation 2(2) may include bills, receipts,
testamentary dispositions, agreements, bills of
exchange, bills of sale and any other
documents which tend to prove the applicant’s
occupation.

(2) The Agency may refer to the 1998 aerial
photography lodged with the Director of
Surveys to assist in establishing the applicant’s
occupation on or before the appointed day.

3. (1) The documentary evidence referred to in
regulation 2(2) may include bills, receipts,
testamentary dispositions, agreements, bills of
exchange, bills of sale and any other
documents which tend to prove the applicant’s
occupation.

(2) The Agency may refer to the 2014 aerial
photography lodged with the Director of
Surveys to assist in establishing the applicant’s
occupation on or before the appointed day.

Considerations

e The Bill makes no reference to proceedings against squatters that may be currently pending
pursuant to section 20 of the State Lands Act.’® There is no indication as to how proceedings for
the removal of squatters on newly Designated Areas are to be addressed.

e The Bill removes a component to the definition of ‘landless’. Currently, a ‘landless’ person is one
who falls within a category designated as disadvantage by the Minister with responsibility for
Social Development and who has no legal or equitable or other interest in property. A ‘landless’

person according to the Bill, is no longer

required to fall within said category of disadvantage.

Comparative Legislation in other Jurisdictions

Country Legislation

Remarks

Jamaica The Trespass Act, 18514

This Act may be cited as the Trespass Act.

Section 6 provides that where a person occupies any
lands to which he does not have an apparent title he
shall be liable to removal and a penalty.

Queensland, Land Act, 1994%

Australia

This Act may be cited as the Land Act 1994.

Section 404 provides that a person who unlawfully
occupies, lives or builds on a non-freehold estate shall
be penalised.

13 http://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/Laws2/Alphabetical List/lawspdfs/57.01.pdf

1 http://moj.gov.im/sites/default/files/laws/Trespass%20Act.pdf

15 https://www.legislation.gld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/L/LandA94.pdf
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Malaysia National Land Code (Act | This Act may be cited as the National Land Code.
56 of 1965)*°
Section 425 provides that any person who unlawfully
occupies or erects any building on State land shall be
guilty of an offence and liable to a fine or
imprisonment.

South Africa Prevention of lllegal To provide for the prohibition of unlawful eviction; to
Eviction from and provide for procedures for the eviction of unlawful
Unlawful Occupation of occupiers; and to repeal the Prevention of lllegal
Land Act 1998" Squatting Act, 1951, and other obsolete laws; and to
provide for matters incidental thereto.
Tanzania Land Act No. 4 of 1999 | Section 57 provides that the purpose of a scheme of

regularisation is to facilitate the recording,
adjudication, classification and registration of the
occupation and use of land by —persons living and
working in an area declared by sections 56 to 60 to be
subject to a scheme of regularisation.

United Nations | The Universal Declaration | Article 25 (1) Everyone has the right to a standard of
of Human Rights*® living adequate for the health and well-being of himself
and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and
medical care and necessary social services, and the
right to security in the event of unemployment,
sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

Further Reading

Articles
1. Gillingham, Dr Polly and Felicity Buckle Rwanda Land Tenure Regularisation Case Study - March
2014
http://www.google.tt/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CDoQFjAD&url=htt
p%3A%2F%2Fwww.focusonland.com%2Fdownload%2F532c71e2872c0%2F&ei=IcNtVcfwIPDbsA
TinoDwCg&usg=AFQjCNEMra8BW3p9v1BbGvkKWOckyGVLQWA&bvm=bv.94455598,d.b2w&cad=

rit

2. Varley, Ann NEW MODELS OF URBAN LAND REGULARIZATION IN MEXICO: DECENTRALIZATION
AND DEMOCRACY VS. CLIENTILISM

16 http://www.kptg.gov.my/sites/default/files/article/NLC1956DIGITAL-VER1.pdf
17 http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/consol act/poiefauoolal998627/

18 http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/tan23795.pdf

19 http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
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http://www.kptg.gov.my/sites/default/files/article/NLC1956DIGITAL-VER1.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/consol_act/poiefauoola1998627/
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10.

http://www.biblioteca.clacso.edu.ar/ar/libros/lasa98/Varley.pdf

Land Policy, Administration and Management — A Jamaican Case Study. Workshop on Land Policy,
Administration and Management in the English Speaking Caribbean, January 2003
http://www.terrainstitute.org/carib_workshop/pdf/jamaicaces.pdf

Tindigarukayo, Jimmy — An attempt to empower Jamaican squatters. Environmental &
Urbanization Vol 16 No. 1 April 2004
http://eau.sagepub.com/content/16/1/199.full.pdf

Lands Department: Unlawful occupation of State Land — Audit Commission, Hong Kong 2012
http://www.aud.gov.hk/pdf e/e58ch07.pdf

Fernandes, Edesio — Principles, bases and challenges of the National Programme to Support
Sustainable Urban Land Regularisation in Brazil
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTURBANDEVELOPMENT/Resources/336387-
1269364699096/6892630-1269364758309/fernandes.pdf

Balamir, Murat and Payne, Geoffrey — Legality and legitimacy in urban tenure issues.
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dpu-

projects/drivers urb change/urb_infrastructure/pdf land%20tenure/NAERUS ESF Balamir Le
gality legitimacy.pdf

Ali, Daniel Ayalew; Deininger, Klaus; Goldstein, Markus - Environmental and gender impacts of
land tenure regularization in Africa: Pilot evidence from Rwanda. Journal of Development
Economics Vol 110, Sep 2014 262 — 275
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304387813001818?np=y

Home, Robert and Hilary Lim Squatters or Settlers?: Rethinking Ownership Occupation and Use
in Land Law Anglia Ruskin University
http://ww?2.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/home/faculties/fst/departments/eng builtenv/staff/prof ro
bert home.Maincontent.0004.file.tmp/Robert%20Home%202.pdf

Durand-Lasserve, Alain, Selle Ndiaye Consultant, Dakar THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT OF
LAND TITLING PROGRAMMIES IN DAKAR, SENEGAL Main findings of the socio-economic survey in
five settlements in Dakar and Pikine February 2008
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/government-

society/idd/research/social-economic-impacts/senagal-case-study-report.pdf
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11. Kader, Sharifah Zubaidah Syed Abdul EVICTION OF UNLAWFUL OCCUPIERS OF LAND IN MALAYSIA
- JUDICIAL RESPONSES AND POLICY
http://www.academia.edu/9080197/EVICTION OF UNLAWFUL OCCUPIERS OF LAND IN MAL
AYSIA JUDICIAL RESPONSES AND POLICY by

12. Home, Robert, ‘This land was made for you and me’: The global challenge of land management
Papers in Land Management No. 1 June 2007 Anglia Ruskin University
http://ww?2.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/home/faculties/fst/departments/eng builtenv/staff/prof ro
bert home.Maincontent.0003.file.tmp/Robert%20Home%201.pdf

Newspaper References
e Trinidad Express Newspapers, June 1 2015 — Minister to bring bill to start issuing

certificates...Comfort for squatters®

e Trinidad Express Newspapers, May 29%", 2015 -Govt to ease up new squatters?*

e Trinidad Newsday Newspaper, May 21%, 2015 - Cabinet to approve squatter law??

e Trinidad Express Newspaper, May 20%", 2015- PM reopens Rose Hill RC...promises to pass State
Land act by June?

e Trinidad and Tobago Guardian, May 17 2015 — Squatters on protected areas to be evicted?*

e Trinidad Express Newspapers, May 13 2015 — 60,000 squatters stand to benefit: Lands Minister
on Kamla’s promise?®

e The Tribune India, March 27 2015 — 10 lakh kanals of state land under illegal occupation?®

e Trinidad and Tobago Newsday, February 26, 2015 — 87 farmers get licences?’

e Trinidad Express Newspaper, July 13, 2014 - Seemungal: 10,000 squatters in one constituency?®

e Trinidad and Tobago guardian, November 20, 2012 — New squatting laws next year — Moonilal®

20 http://www.trinidadexpress.com/20150602/news/minister-to-bring-bill-to-start-issuing-certificates-comfort-for-
squatters

21 http://www.trinidadexpress.com/20150529/news/govt-to-ease-up-new-squatters

22 http://www.newsday.co.tt/politics/0,211488.html

2 http://www.trinidadexpress.com/20150520/news/pm-reopens-rose-hill-rc

2 http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2015-05-16/squatters-protected-areas-be-evicted

25 http://www.trinidadexpress.com/article/20150513/LOCAL/150519833

26 http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/jammu-kashmir/community/10-lakh-kanals-of-state-land-under-illegal-
occupation/58975.html

27 http://www.newsday.co.tt/politics/print,0,207502.html

28 http://www.trinidadexpress.com/news/Seemungal-10000-squatters-in-one-constituency-266956491.html
2 http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2012-11-19/new-squatting-laws-next-year%E2%80%94moonilal
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e Jamaica Observer July 3 2012 — Putting a stop to squatter settlements°

e Trinidad Guardian Newspaper, June 13, 2012 - Moonilal wants PTSC lands to regularise train line
squatters®!

e Trinidad Guardian Newspaper, May 2, 2012 - Govt plans to get tough with squatters®

e Trinidad and Tobago Newsday, April 27 2012 — Vasant: Squatting law coming®?

e The Gleaner, April 8 2012 — Facing Eviction from State-Owned Property, West Kingston Residents
Plea for Mercy®*

e Trinidad and Tobago Guardian, June 29 2011 — Kamla: Laws coming to curb squatting®”

e Trinidad Guardian Newspaper, June 7, 2011 - New squatting trends in T&T3¢

e Trinidad and Tobago Guardian, May 5 2011 — Kamla stands firm over squatting on State Lands®’

e Trinidad Newsday Newspaper, February 1%, 2011 - Squatting still illegal®®

e Trinidad Newsday Newspaper, January 31, 2011- SQUATTERS VICTORY*®

Other useful information
1. Permanent Mission of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to the Office of the United Nations,
Geneva — Questionnaire on the responsibilities of sub-national governments on the right to
adequate housing.
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Housing/sub-

nationalgovernments/Trinidad Tobago.pdf

2. The Hindu, January 9%, 2015- More than half of encroached government land to be regularised
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/more-than-half-of-encroached-government-
land-to-be-regularised/article6769629.ece

3. Ministry looks into Regularisation of squatter settlements around Fiji

http://fijivillage.com/news/Ministry-looks-into-Regularisation-of-squatter-settlements-around-
Fiji-95sr2k/

4. The Zulu Case: Threats to Squatters’ Rights in South Africa
http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/the-zulu-case-threats-to-squatters-rights-in-south-africa/

30 http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Putting-a-stop-to-squatter-settlements 11872336

31 http://test.guardian.co.tt/news/2012-06-13/moonilal-wants-ptsc-lands-regularise-train-line-squatters

32 http://rg-59fcf77b2f6d0287cd0789d2810e8400.port2408.net/news/2012-05-02/govt-plans-get-tough-squatters
33 http://newsday.co.tt/politics/0,159180.html

34 http://jamaica-gleaner.com/gleaner/20120408/lead/lead1.html

35 http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2011/06/28/kamla-laws-coming-curb-squatting

36 http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2011/06/06/new-squatting-trends-tt

37 https://guardian.co.tt/news/2011/05/04/kamla-stands-firm-over-squatting-state-lands

38 http://newsday.co.tt/politics/0,134997.html

39 http://www.newsday.co.tt/news/0,134924.html
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5. More families benefit from Dominica’s squatter regularisation programme
http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/caribnet/cgi-script/csArticles/articles/000013/001328.htm

6. Jamaica Observer —June 6, 2014 - Govt moves to regularise squatter settlements
http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Govt-moves-to-regularise-squatter-settlements

7. Appeal Court Rules that Occupying Highway Reserve lllegal — Ministry of Works and Transport
September 4 2013
http://www.mowt.gov.tt/general/notice.aspx?noticelD=147

8. The Gleaner- May 22, 2013- Gov't regularising squatter settlements
http://jamaica-gleaner.com/power/45066
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