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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, 12th July, 1968
The House met at 205 p.m.
PRAYERS
[Mr. Sreaker e the Chair]
PAPERS LAID

1. The Customs (Impott Duty) (Amend-
ment) (No, 2) Order, 1968 —[The Parlianen-
tary Secrefary in the Minisiry of Finance].

2. The Report of the Auditor General on
the Accounts of the Queen’s Hall Board for
the wear ended 20th June, 1967—[The
Parligmentary Secrstary in the Ministry of
Finance].

To be weferved to the Public Accownis
Commalies,

3. The Defence (Rates of Pay and
Allowances) (Amesdment) Regulations, 1986.
—[The Minister of Home Affairs  and
Personnel].

4. The Old Toco Main Road (Discon-
tinuance) Order, 1068.—[The Minister of
Works).

SAHOYE, Nrs. PHILOMENA

Mr. A. M. Baksh : Mr. Speaker, T wish
to ask leave to move the adjournment of
the House under No, 12 of the Standing
Orders of the House of Representatives as
provided for under (i) of today's Order Paper
for the purpose of discussing the following
definite matter of urgent public business.
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Mes. Philomena Saboye

The matter which I respectfully snbmit
comes under this Standing Order relates to
the detention of Mrs. Philomena Sahove for
three and one half hours yesterday in the
Customs area of the Piarco Imbernational
Adrport by security officials and the sefzure
of her property.

The matter i definite because it concerns
a fized and definite incident which occorred
yesterday between the hours 1.00 pan. and
4,30 p.m, at the Piarco International Airport,

This matter is urgent becanse the lady is
a prominent citizen of our sister nation in
Carifta who hae come here for a few days
on the invitation of our citizens and her
docoments are necessary for the execution
of her business, and the reflection on the
good name of our nation should be speedily
cleared.

This matter is public becanse it is a general
obesrvation that citizens and residents of our
country have been registered for the purpose
of an election in Guyana, that the hon. Prime
Minister of that country communicak: 3 his
point of view last month in Port-of-Spain
and that Mrs, Sshoye's visit and maferial
will be shared by the people and her
relationship and experience here are inter-
national and the conduct of public servanis
is a matter of general public concern.

Mr. Speaker 1 The hon. Gentleman asked
Jeave to move the adjournment of the House
pursuant to Standing Order 12 for the put-
pose of discossing = definite meiter of urgent
public importance, namely, the detention of
Mre. Philomena Sahoye for three and a half
hours in the Customs areg of Fiarco Inter-
national Airpeott.

1 cannot accede to the request of the hon.
Member: it iz not within the Standing Order
and there has been no depariure from the
ordinary adminisiration of law.
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BILL PRESENTED
Goooa and Goffes |ndustry
(Amendmant) Bill

Bill to amend the Cocoa and Coffes
Industry Ordinance, 1961, presented by the
Minister of Industry, Commerce and Pefro-
lenm; read the First time.

CUSTOMS ({IMPORT DUTY) ORDER

The Minister of State in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon, F. O. Prevatt); BMr. Spraker,
I beg to move the following motion :

Whereas it is provided by section & of
the Cnstoms Qrdinance that notwithstand-
ing anything contained in section 5 of the
said Ordinance the Governor-General may
by Order (g) increase or reduce any import
or export doty of customs, er (b)) Impose
new import or export duties of customs,
and from the date of publication of sach
arder, in the Cazefle, and until the explicy
of such order, the duties specified in such
offler shall be payable in lien of any duties
payable prior thereto :

And whereas it is provided by section 7
of the sald Ordinance that every Order
izgned by the Govemnor-General under
gection @ shall after four days and within
twenty-one deys from the date of its first
publication be submitted to the Senate and
House of Representatives, and the Senate
and the House of Representatives may by
Resolubion confirm, amend or revoke
snch Order, and upon publication of the
Resolution of the Senate and the Hounse of
Representativ is in the Gazette the Resolu-
tion shall have effect and the Order shall
then expire:

And whereas the Cnstoms (Import Duty)
{Amendment) (Mo, 2) Order, 1963, was
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made ynder section 6 of the said Ordinance |
and published in the (Fazeife on the Ist

day of July, 1968:

And whereas it is expedient to confirm
the said Order.

Be it Resolved:

That the Costoms (Import Duty)
(Amendment) (Mo, 2) Order, 1968, which
was laid on the table at an earlier stage
of the proceedings be confirmed.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution secks to ratify
the decision taken at the Kennedy Round of
Trade megotiations which started in Geneva
in May, 1964, The objective of these negotia-
tions which were conducted within the
framework of the Gemeral Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade was to stimulate world
trade by an all round reduction on tadiffs
and other trade harriers, As a result of these

negotiations Trinidad and Tobago agreed not |

to increase the tariffs on 72 items which
appear in our Customs tariffs and to decrease
tariffs on 41 items, The decrease of 4 of thase
items has already been provided for in the
1868 budget, and the resclution before the
House secks to make provision for the other
37 items for the redoction of which we made
an international commitment at the negotia-
Hions in Geneva, In the case of 2 items.
numbers of the present customs tariffs showld
be divided in order to give effect to our
commitments which only affect a part of
these items. They are now classified, and
this explaine (), (c), (d) and (g), of section 2
of the Order.

Mr. Speaker, I beg to mowve.

2.15 p.m.
Question proposed.

Question pué and agreed lo,

Order |
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Resolyed :

That the Customs (Import Duty)
(Amendment) (MNo. 2) Order, 1963, which
was laid on the table at an earlier stage of
the proceedings be confirmed.

MHATIONAL LOTTERIES BILL
Order for Second reading read.

The Minister of State in the Ministry of
Fimanoe {(Hon. F. G. Prevatt): Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move,

That 2 Bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a National Lotteries Control Board
for the promotion and conduct of national
lotteries, be now read a Second time,

The question of the establishment and
operation of a national lottery in Trinidad
and Tobage has been extensively debated for
several years botk inelde and outside of this
Housge, Some sections of the population hawve
opposed the entire subject of the introdoction
of a national lotlery, as indeed they have
opposed other forms of gambling in the
country. We recognize the nature of these
abjections and we understand their basis, bat
I helieve that even this body of dissenting
opinion will agres that the owerwhelming
body of opinion in this country is against
them and is in fact in favour of the establish-
ment of a properly controlled and efficiently
operated national lottery, which will assist in
the provision of much needed facilities in the
country, which will be competently regulated
and which will not increase the wealth of
any particular operator but tather mobilize
resources for development for the national
welfare.

It is not therefore necessary for me to
repeat the arguments which have been
advanced in favour, or against the establish-
ment, of the national lottery. Suffice it to say
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that national lotteries are operated in & wide
arca of the globe in countries with different
religious persuasion, different forms of gov-
ermment, and different political systems. At
random [ may mention that national lotteries
are eperated in most of the countries of South
and Central Ameriea, Puerto Rico, Curacao,
Santo Domingo and Guyana; in certain States
of the United States of America; in Franes,
Spain, Ttaly and in Mauritius. A national
lottery of a certain form is operated in the
United Kingdom through the issue of pre-
miuom bonds. .

A national lottery is not different in concept
from other games of chance as, for example,
sweepstakes. binges, football pools and raf-
fles. These have had a long and respectable
history in this country and in fact they are
a particulady familiar way by which mest
of the recognized and nationally supporied
charitable institutions raise funds to carry
their very important worl, i

The introduction of a national lotlery.
therefore, is not an innovation or the intro-
duction of a new pattern of behaviour in the
country. What is an innovation is the intro-
duction of & national lottery as provided for
in the Bill now presented to this hon, House,
a Bill in which the Government are seeking
to hamness for national porposes and to bring
under national control, supervision and
direstion, & form of gambling which is ex-
tensively practised in this country to ensure
equitablz treatment to the participants in this
gwmn&cha.nce,s.nﬂatthgsamcthnem
apply the proceeds raised from participation
in this game of chance to promote. national
development as distinet from individual or
sectional development. This is the aspect
which, T submit, should attract the attention
of this hon. Honse, T should like. Sir, to
draw attention to some of the specific features
of the Bill which bear this out.
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National Lotteries Bill
[Hou. F. C. PREVATT]

The Bill secks to establish a National
Lotteries Board to operate the lottery and it
makes provions for the board to have ample
gtaff and resources to operate. Provision is
made for 2 Joan from the Consolidated Fund
in the amount of $500,000 to enable the
board to commence its operations and con-
tinue in operation until its receipfs are ade-
quate to meet its expenses. It is the intentian
of the Government to ensure that the board
is comprised of people of high infegrity and
ability who will be able to operate the lotlery
fairly and effectively and to meet all the obli-
gations preseribed in this Bill.

The Bill aleo provides ample powers in
order fo permit the board to operate a well
run national lottery, and reference fo clause 9
will indicate that the board will bave ade-
quate flexibility to discharge its obligations.
At the same time, however, since the national
lattery is being run in the pational interest
it is mecessary at all times for the board to
be made aware of its national responsibilities.
This is ensursed through clanse 10 of the Bill
which prescribes that the Minister of Finance
shall be empowered to give general amd
gpecific directions to the board.

Mr. Spealer, it is a common observation
of many participants in games of chance in
this countey that not only is their participa-
tion one of chance but the possibilily of their
collecting their prize meoney i also very
much a question of chance. Many Members
of this Hoose will have received reports of
extreme difficulty encountered by certain
people in receiving thelr just payments. The
Mational Lofteries Bill gives adequate pro-
tection to the participants against this
eventoality,

Clanse 22, sub-paragraph (3), gives to

participants the added assurance that regard-
less of the cutrent financial pesition of the
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lottery, legitimate and bowe fide claima in
respect of prize money and legitimate claims
in respect of expenses incurred by the board
will always be met. At the same time. Sir,
the Eill ensures that the national effort will
not be frustrated by any unscrupolons people.
And clause 11 of the Bill provides that any
officer or servant in the service of the Lottery
Board should be required to give secarity
for the dae execution of his duties.

Tae Bill brings the operations of the
Wabonal Lottery ovnder the general and
gpecific control of Parliament, It does this in
saveral ways, First of all it provides for any
surplus standing in the name of the lottery
at the end of the year, in other words, fhe
profits of the National Lottery, to be paid
into the Consolidated Fund and therefors to
be available for disposition by Parliament in
accardance with purposes detecmined by .

Secondly, clanse 24 of this Bill defines the
National Lottery acconnts as Public Aceounts
within the meaning of section 90 of the Con-
stitution and therefore mekes the National
Lottery subject to examination by the Poblic
Accounts Comrnittes of this House, In this
connexion also the Bill provides that the
accounts of the National Lottery Board shall
be andited by the Anditor General who i
respongible ooly to Parliament,

Clanse 25 sub-paragraph (4] requires the
Minister of Finance to lay on the Table of
this Houze and therefore lay open to inspec-
tion and debate by this House a copy of the
annnal statement and accounts and the
anmual report of the Wabional Lottery.

Mz, Speaker, I have made specific mention
of these parlicular provisions of the Bill in
order to emphasize the following:

1. It iz the intention of the Government
as expressed in thiz Bill to ensore
that the National Lottery which has

1239

National Lotieries Bill Friday, 12th
received overwhelming support in this
country should be properly run and
effectively administered;

2. The participants in this game of chance
will be adequately protected and will
receive their just winnings at all
times; and

3, The operations of the National Lottery
will at all times bear in mind the
national and not any sectional interest.

And, finally, of greatest importance, it is
the intention of the Government that Parlia-
ment will be able to examine and keep undet
continnous surveillance the operation of the
National Lottery and the business of the
Mationzl Lotteries Board in order to ensure
that the methods of opetation will always be
able to stand op to scroting.

Mr. Speaker, I beg to mave.
Quastion proposed.

Mrs. L. A, E. Wight : Mr. Sp::ak‘gr. ae
are positively against an Aet to provide loT
the F:aila‘l::llisﬂzn.u:l.ent of a Nationai Lotlenes
Conirol Board for the promotion and I:D:‘.I.d'l.'l.l:-t
of national lotteries, and we have no nten-
tion whatsoever of supporting it. Fur.mim}r
reasons we have come to this concision.
First, there are far too many loapheles in
the Bill; secondly, anything that IE;:E-‘.-'ETL'.IIL'LEDt
touch is a fasco from a financial point of
view; thirdly, there is ia.r‘ too mmch
unemployment to eNconrage nall.mnall gam!:lll-,
ing; fourthly, we assume this Ball m]l curtail
organizations, despite what the Minister has
just said from raising money for w:orﬂlw :
projects and associations; and fifthiy, we do
not see the need for a mational loftery
considering that our imcome per capita is
one of the highest in the world (hough of
course we do realize that our finances are
ammgthewmstspeutinthﬂwld.
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Mr. Speaker, let us take some of thess
points one by ons, The matter of loophales.
Some of these loopholes are big enough to
lazso a thinoceros. Let us turn to clause § (4)
of the Bill, Tt reads:

“(f) incur such other expenses as may
be nocessary for organizing and conducting
the lottery.”

Thiz is far too ambiguous, '‘such other
expenses” could mean anything. It could
mean prizes for cock fighting or whe whe.
Let us look at another clanse—

Clayse 20,

“The Minister may advance from the
Consolidated Fund . . "'
that is taxpayers money, of courst—
“ ..such amount not exceeding five
hundred thousand dollars as may .ht
necessary to meet the cost of establishing
the Board and the expenses incurred in
the prometion and conduct of the first
national lottery.'”
At this stage 1 would like to add that possibly
themmmntshﬂﬂdheﬁw,ﬂﬂﬂwhinhﬁ
collected by Government every year through
the sale of sweepstake ticksts, rather than
dipping into the Treasury. And the clanss
goes on to say .
v, ., Any advances shall be by way of
loan with er without interest as the Minister
may determine."”
Obviously, we must know whether such &
loan carrics interest ot not.

Clase 22 (3).

“'If at any time the sum standing to the
credit of the Mational Lotteries Aceount {s
inenfficient to meet, either wholly or m
pa.rt,thapajlmeﬂtufpﬁminmpectu!
a mabional lottery or 4Ny expemses cob-
pected therewith, the Minister may by
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National Lotteries Bill
[Mrs. L. A. E. WigaT]

warrant authorize the withdrawal from the
Conzolidated Fund of such 2om as may be
required to meet the deficit and soch sum
may be advanced to the Board as a loan
with or without interest as the Mindster
may debermine,”’

Mr. Speaker, how can we be expected to
sign a blank cheque so that the Minister may
dip his hand, & clumsy inexperienced hand
I may add, inte the Consclidated Fund in
f::‘dat to pay pambling debis? This iz highly
LETERER .

Clause 25:

"All decisions, orders, rules and regula-
tions relating to the financial cperations
of the Board and authorized by this Act
ghall be made by resolution of the Board
at 2 meeting thereof and shall be recorded
in the minutes of the Board."

Obviously, we must know something about
the rules and regulations of the board before-
hand, even if we hed decided to suppart the
Bill.

Clause 26 (2).

“All payments out of the funds of the
Board except petty disbursements not
cxceeding sach sums . L

thesa words *“such sums' turn up so offen—

", . to be fixed by the rules . . .
another ebnoxious leophale.

Let vs toke the point of Government's
fiasco in touching anylhing financial. We
have 2 very good example with the previous
Telephone Company. We know the story
very well; 1 am not golng into detail except
briefly to refer to it. We know that a few
vears ago through jealousy—that same
jealnusy that ewists today—and arrogance,
the Government decided that the Directors
of the Company had no right to make a
profit neither had the shareholders a right to
dividends, and that all the profits should
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go into the Consolidated Fund and they
therefore proceeded to buy out the Company.

2,35 p.m.

They decided to grab the goose that laid the
golden egg and sncceeded in chopping off the
gonse's bottom, and were left with a bunch
of feathers, which left Trinidad and Tobago
with the worse run telephone service in the
world. And then having made a terrible mess
of the finances, and having spent millions
and millions of borrowed capital plus interest
for eapital expenditure and expansion, they
then found themselves in & mest vnholy mess.
S0 on bended Lmees they returmed to the
private sector—this time an Amerlcan Com-
pany—end sold 50 per cent of the asseis for
z paliry ten million dollars.

Here again today we have history repeating
iteelf. Government want to grab all the
golden eggs that others may gather to swell
the Consolidated Fund, but we say “"Mot on
vour life. We will not chop off this hottom
or give you the chance to do so’".

The third point I would like to refer to is
unemployment. Let us face it, Mr. Speaker,
the country has reached to ite height of un-
employment. The destitute and the despairing
might well borrew money to tey their luck,
gince their luck i in no other avenue, Today
there i3 not much cash foating around, not
like many years ago, when people could take
a emall gamble, T think a very good indica-
tion of this, Mr. Speaker, Is the fact that ten
of twelve years ago the first prize in the
sweepstake was in the vicinity of $40.000,
Today it has fallen into the wvicinity of
$10,000. This is partly due to onemployment
and partly doe to the fact that people no
longer have the money they used to have to
gamble with, and therefore this Act is ex-
tremely badly timed, and obviously will flop.

v s
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Also, Mr. Speaker, the Act will obviously
curtail clubs and other organizations from

| raising money for worthwhile projects, inst-
| tutions, charities and so on. We know only

too well, for instance, the Lions Club has
done a lion's job in providing for meny

| organizations, I read recently, despite what
| the Minister who has presented this Bill may

have to say, that their fund raising operation

| was cortailed because of the Wational Lot-
| teries Bill to be presented to Parliament soom.

They have raised hundreds of thopsands of

| dollars. Whether it was to provide Tefrigera-

tion for fishermen, or lo provide for our

| athletes going to the Olympic Games, o
| whatever it may have been, it was a wonder-

ful job wonderfully done by a band of ]?mple
who worked veluntarily and gave of their free

" time. There is no body going to give of their
| free time with regard to the Mational Lottery.

Also, Mr. Speaker, what about the sweep-

' stake tickets run by the Trinidad Turf Club?

We cennot forget their contributions to
worthwhile canses. This Bill tells us nothing
about what percentage of the takings on the
cales of Hekets will be given to any such cause
or for that matter be given as prife mooey.
Perhaps Government could take a pattern
from the Turf Clab in this instance.

Mr. Speaker, I am asking the Minister who
will Tun the national lottery to include per-
centages s a puide to the public, because
the public is not aware as to whether 1 per
cent of the takings or 5 per cent of the takings
will be given as prize money. I am therefore
sigeesting that they could use ac a yardstick,
the Trinidad Turf Club’s percentage table.
Their prize money amounts to 431 per cent.
Obviously the Government will have to pro-
vide prize money. The sellers’ commigsion
amounts to 24k per cent charily—5¢ per
cent; expenses 8 per cent; oWRers of horses
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—well of course this is in conjunction with
a race meeting, whilst the national lottery is
not—9 per cent; and the Club Fund—8} per
cent. So that when you buy a sweepstake
ticket you know precisely how your maney
is spent. But what is extremely important i3
the fact that the Government collects 30 per
cent of the gross fakings; that is 15 cents en
every 50 cents ticket, which means, 30 cents
on every dollar worth of tickets sold. This
amount amounted in 1967 to a tofal of
§300,075. That is for doing literally nothing,
This cheque is dumped in Government’s lap
without their raising an eyelash or a toe nail,
or having any trouble of overbead expenses
—a gift from the gods without any organiza-
tion.

Added to that amount they get 10 per cent
on every ticket that draws a winning num-
berthat iz, every winning ticket. This
amennted to §31,452. Then they also get =
charity tax of 10 per cent. on moneys paid
ot 1o charities, which amounted to $3,978.
That chegue was paid to the Aceountant
General. Then there is a development fund
which gets 8 per cent and which amounted
to §2,135. So that when you add all these
sums together, Sir, it is in the wvicinity of
$350,000, actually $348,000 plus.

In 1967, many organizations benefited o
the tune of $39.780.12. I have besn con-
nected, in one way or the other with many
of these organizations in the past, and I koo
that their anly little ray of hope and sunshine
is looking forward annually to this little hand
gut, this lLittle gift from the Turf Club.
Becanse without it, in many cases, fhey
would not be able to meet their overhead
expenses, And, Sir, these committees could
easily be mumbered among those who are
eut wp about the mational lottery trying to
usurp the functions of ather charitable
organizations,
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T went 4o read what T think is very, very hours listening to a preamble of the budget
important ragarding the various organizations  for instance the price of Migerian cocoa in
that have benefited from the sweepstakes. It 1902 and so on.
might take a little time, Sir, but we have
spent, in the past, somefimes two or three

Friday, 12th July, 1088

2,45 p.m.
This is the prize money from the Tobagoe Race Club Meeting:
Prorosen Insremorion 70 UHARITIES OF THE AMOUNTS RECEIVED FROM

ToE CEanrry Tax miroskn on SWERPSTAETS RUK IN OONNECTION WITH
Topaco Bace Cuve Seervo Mesrmva, 1967

3§ e
Charity Tax on 50c. Sweepstake es 6,121 50
Lese 109, Aceountant General (118: Deposit
(216: Charity Tax
(T.T0. Unalloeated 612 15
Balanwe to be distributed ss under £5.508 35
Major and Minor Organisations (Island.wide) %o
1. Child Welfare Leagua ... - e 14 771 30
2. Wursery Hehool Aszociation e 14 71 30
3. Tobsgo Society for the Prevention of Ehw]by to Ammals v 3 165 28
4. Bearborough Breakfast Shed es e B 330 58
Hon. Member: It is tea she is working up to [Laughier].
Mrs. L. Wight: I hope the Members opposite are listening well so
that they will know where many of the Tobage organisations get their
money from.
&, Muson Hall Breakfast Shed . @ 330 56
6. Plymouth Brealkfast Shed . 6 330 56
7. Chureh of England Poor - . .11 806 0%
& Roman Catholic Poor S 4095 B4
0. Heart and Hand Fund ... e 4 230 37
Mr. B. Maraj: Nothing for the Hindus,
Mrs. L, Wight:
10. Almshouse Committen v 0F 27 58
11. Junior Red Cross . 1 56 09
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Mr. B. Maraj: Nothing for the Hindus or the Muslims,

Mrs. L, Wight:
12. Building Fund for the Aged ... 3 165 28
13, Tobagn Advisory Beard to the 'I‘riu]nlml a.nd Tohagn Bimﬂ
Welfare Assoelation e 13 82 63
14, Homes for the Aged . . 8 440 75
15. Dievelopment Fumd “ 8 440 75
16, Goodwill Industries - b 275 47

100 §5,500 35

ProrosEp Distrisvrion 1o CHARITIES OF THE AMOUNTS BECEIVED FROM
THE CHEaniTy Tax imposen on SWHEPSTAEES BUN IN OONNEOTION WITH
UPT.C Eseron Swanrstans, 1067

i oo
Charity Tax on 60c. Sweepstake 5,563 25
Less 109 Accounfant General (118: Deposit
(216; Charity Tax
(T.T.C. Unallocated 556 33
Balanee to be distributed as under ... . £5,006 92
Major and Miner Organizations (Tsland-wide) o F oo
1. Bt Vineent de Paul Society . . B 400 55
2, Trinidad amd Tobago Blind Welfare ﬁmmatmn e B 400 55
3. Child Welfars League B 4 56
4. Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross S-nl:mtv 3 1650 20
&, Trinided Legion - - | 150 20
. Tubermlosia .&ssumu,tdon e 3} 125 19
7. Assoeistion in Aid of the Deaf ... .- 175 24
8. Trinidad Leprosy Relisf Assoqiation . 3% 175 24
9. Belmont Orphanage ... . 3} 175 24
10, Sulvetion Army . - 34 175 24
11, Dav Nursery Association 21 125 17
12. Trinided and Tobago Society for the Prevention of malty to
Animals . 1} 75 10
13, Belmont Orphanage (After Care) . o 8 150 20
14. Tacarigna Orphan Home e 3 150 20
15. Treavigua Orphan Home (After Camj 2 100 14
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16. Boys' Industrinl School (After Cave) 14 75 10
17. 8t. Mary's Home for Blind Women ﬂ-i 25 03
18. The Optimist Philanthropic (Bocial kam‘l} 0f 25 03
19, Girls' Industrial School (After Ua.re} 03 25 03
20, Homes for the Aged ... . B 400 55
21, Development Fund ... . B 400 56
28, Goodwill Industries of the West Inﬂ.!sa. 1 260 44
28, Trinidad and Tobago Associstion for Retarded Ghﬂdmn 11 76 10
Son Fernando and Minors
1. Coterie of Bocial Workers (3an Fernanda) ... 3 160 20
2, La Bres Home for the Aged 2 126 17
8. Chaguanss Home for the Aged 2 100 14
4. Home for the Aged Committes ... 14 % 10
b. Princes Town Welfare Council {School Mna.lu Gommtt-aa] I | 50 07
6. Mignonette Bocial and Charitable Ul'ﬂﬂmﬂhﬂnl[schnolm
Point Fortin) ... 1 50 07
7. Longdenville School Imuhmn B'imd ﬂnmmitt&e 1 o0 07
Arima and Mirors
1. Arims Community Welfare Couneil 1 50 07
2. Aronea Welfare Devalopment: (School Ezuls Committee} 1 50 07
3. Coralita Club (School Meals Committea) . 1 &0 07
4. Arima Charities Organisstion 1 a0 o7
100 $5,006 92
Now we come to the Summer Meeting, 1967. This amount came to
$0,758.63.
FrRoOPOSED IMETREBUTION T0 CHARITIES OF THE AMOUNTS RECEIVED FROM
TEE UEARITY TAX merosED on BWHEPSTAKES BUN IN CONNECTION WITH
T. 7.0, Svwnise MEsT™G, 1067 ;
o
Charity Tax on S0c. § 10,876 26
Leaz 1009, Ascountent General (118: Dapumt-
(216: Charity
(T.T.C., Unallocated ver - 1,087 62

Balanee to be distributed as under

§ 8,788 63
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! § o
1. Society of St. Vincent de Paul 8 783 00
2. MW&]ﬁumémumt:muf'I‘rmdnﬂ.uﬂTﬂbﬂgﬂ 8 783 0D
3. Child Welfare League of Trinidad and Tobago [Illl:k—] 8 783 09
4. Trinidad and Tobago Red Crass Society . 3 203 65
5. Toberculosls Association e 2 244 Tl
i, Tﬂniﬂndﬂsmmaﬂmhﬁdofﬂmw ‘e 3 293 66
T.Tmmdm%mwmwmmum 3 203 66
8. Belmont Orphanage 3 203 66
8. Balvation Army 3 203 68
1. Dy Nursery Association 3 203 66
1i. 'I‘:m:lad.auchrhagu Bociety furtha?mmtionac[ﬂma}tgm
Animals . 2 1496 77
12. Belmont Grplmuga {A.ﬁ.ar Care) . . 3 203 06
I noties the Members opposite sre not liking their own medicine.
13. Tacarigua Orphanage ... , 2 105 77
14. Tacarigus Orphanage (After '[}um] ", 3 203 66
15, Boyes' Industris]l School (Aftar Care) . 2 195 7
16, Bt. Mary's Home for Blind Wonen 1 a7 &0
17. The Optimist Philanthropie Soeial Workers for the B]uu:l 1 o7 80
18, Girls" Industrial Sehool (After Care) o _— 48 D4
19. Homes for the Aged A/C 111/93 ... e 8 783 09
20. Development Fund A(C 111/66 ... wee 8 783 09
2L Goodwill Industries v i 489 43
Port-of-Spain and Minore
1. Bociety of Les Amantes da Jesus ... v B 430 43
2. GntmasnfﬂumaantkeﬂcrfTrtnﬂadandTuhgn e B 489 43
3. Corpus Christi Carmel (L Hospice) .2 195 77
4, Beyers & Cellars Unlimited v - 195 77
5. Convalescent Home (Diego Mertin) 2 185 77
6. Corpus Christi Day Nursery 1 67 89
7. Women's Auxiliary Talent Club ... " we 1 97 &b
8. The O=ford Street Home ais 1 97 88
9. Daily Meals Association ... 1 97 80
100 $9,788 63
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How we come to the Santa Rosa Meeting. This smount s §4,443.50.
Prorosep DisTREUTION T0 CHARITIES OF THE AMOUNTS RECEIVED FROM
raE COARITY TAY IMPOSED OF SWEEPSTAKES RUN TN CONNEOTION WITH
Anmma Raos Croe SawTa Rosa Sweepsraxe, 1967 i
§ o |
Charity Tax on 50e. Sweepstale 4,937 62 |
Less 107, Accountant General (Depesit to Charity Tax 111/28, 403 76 |
Balanes to be distributed as under §443 80
Major and Minor Organisations (Island-wide) § e |
1. Boclety of 8. Vineent do Paul ... 8 06 61
2. Trinidad and Tobago Blind Welfare ﬁ.mcmtmn 8 366 51
3. Child Welfare League of Trinidad and Tobago 8 265 61
4, Trinidad and Tobsgo Red Croes Bucmty 3 133 31 |
5. Trinidad Legion “ 2 133 31
6. Tuberculosia Associstion 2} 11 10 |
7. Tnmﬂud_ﬂssuciutlonmmdnfthamr 3% 166 54
8, Trinidad and Tobago Leprosy Relief Association - 156 54
9. Belment Orphanage ... we 33 155 54
10. Balvation Army 3% 166 54 |
11. Day Kursery Association 23 1110 |
12, Trinidad and Tobasgo Society for tl:ua P'mu.mtmn :)I'Crue]ty tﬂ |
Animals 13 66 65 |
13. Belmont Drphann-ge ;Aﬂ:ar cm] 3 133 2 |
14. Tacarigos Orphan Home . 3 133 81
15, Tacarigna Orphan Home (After Eu.rcj 2 88 8BS |
16. Boys' Industrial Bchool (After Care) . 11 6B 85 -
17. 8t Mary's Home for Blind Women (Coterie of Snm&l Wurkarﬁ.] 03 22 22 §
18, The Oplimist Philanthropic Sociel Workers for the Blind 03 22 22 8
19, Girls" Industrial Sehool [After Coare) 0% 22 23
20. Homes for the Aged ... 8 355 &1 |
21, Dovelopment Fund ... e B 355 51 |
22, Goodwill Industrics of the West Iud.{r.s s B 222 20 §
23. Trinidad and Tobago Association for Betarded Children 14 66 65 |
Ban Fernando and Minora
1. Coteria of Bocial Workers of Trinidad and Tuha.gn v 3 133 81 |
2. La Brea Home for the Aged ... . P! 111 10 |
3, Chagusnas Home for the Aged ... wes 2 RE ER
4. Home for the Aged Committes ... - 14 86 65 |
5. FPrinces Town Welfare Couneil (School Meals Gammlﬁtan} 1 a4

6. Mignonetie Social and Charitable Organisation (School Meals,

Point Fortin) ... I | 44 44

7. Longdenville School Lum:hem::. Sheﬂ Gnmm:ttuu e 1 44 44
Arivea and Minors

1. Arima Community Welfare Council e 1 44 44

2. Arouen Welfare Development {School Mmh {]ummithe.a] P | 44 44

3. Coralita Club (School Meals Committee) ... - w1 4 4

4. Arima Charities Orgenisation 1 44 44

Mr. Speaker: I think I shall spare Membere the last two pages,
Homn. Members: Hear, Hear, Hear.

Mrs. L. Wight:

ProrosEDp Distamevrmos 7o (CHARITIIE OF THE AMOUNTS RECEIVED FROM
rEE CHARTTY Tax rMeosen o SWEEPSTAEES BUN IN CONNBOTION WITH
Topaco Bace CLoe Avrvuy MERTING, 1967

§F o
Charity Tax on Alle. Sweepstake . 4,004 00
Less 109, Accountant (feneral (Doposited to L‘?w-ntjr Tax 111/28, ... 400 40
Balanoo to be distributed as under ... 23,603 a0
Major and Minor Organisations (Island.wide) %% § o
1. Child Welfare League ... . 504 50
9. Tohago Nursery School ﬂ.ssucmtmn " e 14 b04 a0
3. Tohago Society for the Preventmnuj‘l:ruelby mﬂmmalﬂ 3 108 11
4. Bearborough Brealdast Shed [ 216 22
5. Mason Hall Breakfast Shed - P 216 22
6. Plymouth Breakfast Shed e B 216 22
7. Church of England Foor - s w11 306 30
8. Roman Catholic Poor ... e B 324 32
8, Heart and Hand Fund ... 4 144 14
10, Almshouse Commities 0 18 02
11, Jumior Red Croes 1 36 M
12. Building Fund for the Aged 3 108 11
13. Tobago Adwvisory Board to the TI‘.IIIJ.d.Bﬂ. a.n.l:l T-:Jbu.gu Ehn.d
Welfare Association 1§ g4 05

14. Homes for the Aged ven s e B 288 29
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16. Development Fund - .
16, Goodwill ImiualrlmufbheWaahInﬂlaﬁ .
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e B
.. &

100

288 29
180 18

$3,603 G0

Prorosep Distrisvrion 7o CHARITIES OF THE AMOURTS RECEIVED FEOM
TR CHARITY TAX IMPOSED OX SWHEPSTAKES BUN IN CONNEOTION WTTI

T.T.C. Coprermas Muprmoa, 1967

Charity Tax on 600, Sweepstale
Less 10%, Accountant General (Deposited to Charity Taz.
A0 11126, v

Balanes to be distributed ss under ... sr

1. Bpciety of 8t. Vincent de Paul ...

2. Blind Welfare Assoclation of Trinided and 'I‘-:nbng:a
3 Cﬂ:ﬂdWaEmImpaanmmnnﬂlhhagu{Inﬂ:
4. Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross Society ...

5, Tuberoulosis Association

&. Tnmdadﬁmmhﬂnmﬂdufthaﬂanf

7. Trinidad and Tobago Leprosy Relief Association

8. Belmont Orphanage e

8. Balvation Army

10. Day Nursery Association

11. 'Ihmdml and Tobago Soclety for thﬂ Pr&verlrhm of Cruult.]r to

12. Belmont Orphansage (After Care) ..

13. Tacarigua Orphanage

14, Tronrigus Orphansge {Eﬂer U&m}

15. Boys' Industrial School (After Care)

16. Bt. Mary's Home for Blind Women “

17, The Optimist Philanthropie Social Workers for the Blind
18. Girls’ Industrial Sehool (After Care) . .
10. Homes for the Aged AJC 11188 ...

20. Development Fund AfC 11158

21. Coodwill Industeies ., .

HWM:EI—IHW{HWWW

5§ o
8,277 50

827 75

e et e g
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Port-of-Spain end Minors
1, Hocisty of Les Amantes de Jesos ...

2, Cotarios of Social Worleera of Trinidad and Tuba.gn

3. Corpus Christl Carmal (L'Hospies)
4. Beyers and Cellars Unlimfted

6. Convalescent Home (Disgo Marbm]
6. Corpus Christi Day Nursery
7. Women's Auxilisry Talent Club |
8. The Oxford Street Home

9. Daily Meals Association ...

Mr, Speaker, I read this purposely becanse
probably 80 per cent of the gentlemen on the
other side T exclude the ladies Becanse we
are all social workershave not got a clue
as o what iz a committes, or the headeches
of a commitiee, running an organization
raised by voluntary efforts and funds.

I have never seen a man at a *"Bring and
Buy™ sale or stirring a sugarcake or toolum
pot to make a few cents, so they do not have
& clue as to what the Turf Club money means
to these societies. In many cases these socie-
ties depend on this money to carry on and
they know they can depend on this income,
but they do not know whether they can
depend on receiving anything from a national
lottery despile whatever verbal goodwill that
lottery may heve. I know from experience
that many wonderful bedies get subventions
from Government every year, and I also do
know, Sir, many cases, over the last ten or
fifteen years, when these subventions have
pot been increased by one farthing. The
Government are fully aware of devaluation
and the rsing cost of living, and these brave
and wonderful people keep on working and
working for funds by raising money velun-
tarily, but these subventions rémain at pre-
cisely the same sum. So, Mr, Speaker, the
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378 48
872 48
148 00
149 00
149 00
T4 50
74 50
74 50
4 50

H

=
IE Lol -0 =

$7,449 75

Government is saying to them—"'carry on as
best you can: we could not care less,”

2.55 p.m,

Mr. Speaker, the hon Minister in presenting
thiz Bill referred twice to the word compe-
temt, I did not think the other side knew the
meaning of the word. He aleo referred to
many countries which run national lotteries.
The Irich sweepstake, for instance, is run in
aid of hospitals, There is a definite objective.
He also mentioned that there 5 a type of
national lottery in the United Kingdom based
on premiinm bonds. A number of peaple hold
premium bonds, a person gets a prize if his
hond aumber iz drawn, We are quite aware
of this. But the point I am making is—what-
ever the fype of national lottery, there is a
defnite objective. Buat, Sir, in this Bill you
will appreciate that no objectives are men-
tiored exeept that it i to be run in the
interest of the country. In the interest of the
country—this iz very ambiguoes, We would
like to see the objectives in black and white,
if you do mot mind, Mr. Minister.

Mr, Speaker, one likes to be charitable and
I expect the other side will say that a
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national lottery will create employment. Tf
that be the case, it would be the only saving
grace, On the other hand, Sir, I sincerely
wich that thoss whe malke it their employ-
ment will not be retrenched too soon from
thiz ""People's Natonsl Lottery’', becanse it
iz obwiously heading for a flop. For I have
met no one, literally no one, who is keen on
thiz lottery for the many reasons that I have
already given.

Everytime I buy a sweepstake ticket 1
know how the money is being spent and that
part of it is going lowards a worthwhile
cinse, We are told that the proceeds will go
into the consolidated fund, and we know that
the idea is meant to swell the coffers of this
country just like the money from rate-payers
for lelephones was meant fo swell the
Treasury, but it had the adverse effect. And
=0, we have no intention, as I said already,
of touching this Bill with a five mile barge
pole. '

Mr. B. Maraj: A fen mile pola!

Mrs. L. A. E. Wight: 1 wounld say 20.

Mr. A. M, Baksh : Mr. Speaker, the Bill
hefore this House sets ount in the Minister's
words—if at the end of the financial vear
there is a surplus, that money shall be faken
into & consolidated fund. If at the end of the
finaneial year there is 2 surplis—judging the
Bill in the context of what oblains in our
country, there shall be no surplus at the end
of the vear and the purpose of the Bill shall
be defeated.

1f he had set out in this Bill an intention,
for example, the raising of funds for special
projects like education, or health as is done
in other countries, there would have been
‘reasons for support, But we believe, how-
ever, that this Bill sels out an objective to
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exploit the masees of the comntry who are in
most cases unsuspecting of cerfain kinds of
procedure, Mr. Speaker, we on this side of
the Tonze believe that this Bill expects
failure, for to use the Minister's words, it
seis out to give fairplay participation in
games of chance. Hew can you expect to get
fairpley participation in games of chance?
Or is it the last gamble?

Mr. Speaker. democracy cobmotes special
attention to the views and needs of the
minority in every couniry; and today we, on
thiz side of the House, are very surprised to
see that certain hon. Members on the other
side whese convictions, I am sure, tell them
thay must not snppart this National Latteries
Bill, have walked out of the House. We
believe that their opinions should be voiced
here, and should go a long way o puot on
the records of this comntry very straight ence
and for all, that eertain minority groups in
this country are opposed fo a national Inttery
an many grounds. Certain religions organi-
zations have come out very fervently from
time to time against the setling uvp of a
national lotkery, Mr. Spealker, we on this side
of the House, believe that the religions of our
country have a most important part fo play
in the development of the ontlook and the
attitude of our people. Many of our religions
tell us that gambling, and games of chance
are the devils work, and we are told that
we must shun them . . .

Mr. V. Jamadar 1 They are the devil's
work.

Mr. A. M. Baksh 1 Mr. Speaker, if there
are ills in our conntry; if the people of this
couniry are by nature tempted to indnlge in
games of chance; if the Government feel that
the weakness of the people is such that they
indulge in games of chance, i is the duty of

e e L
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the Government to. remove this weakness
from the poople instead of encouraging it

Mr. Speaker, thiz Bill before the House
sefs out not only to enconrage the weakness
of the people but to push it forther. How
do we expect that the unsuspecting people of
the coumfry, or the ordinary people would
find it easy to understand that a mnational
lottery is for those who can afford the extra
mone¥ 7 We know that if the Government of
this country legalize betting and gambling,
everyone will believe that it iz his doty to
take part in it, and we fear thal sooner or
later the people of our coontry because of
living in false hope will find themselves so
frustrated, that they will take things into their
hands. [ wonder if Government's imtention
really is to develop a certain kind of anarchy
in this country, so that we can divide and
rule for very long.

Mr. Spealer, we believe that in this country
there are many forms of gambling which
satisfy the need and euriosities and indol-
gences of certain people. We have horse
racing: we have cards; we have the betting
shops: and we know the people who want
to involve themselves in activitics of this
kind wonld find it easy to go to those places
which are regulated by Government in most
cases to indolge in such activities,

3.05 p.m.

We ask the Minister: How does this
MNational Lotteries Act relate to things like
the sweepstake and raffles run by clubs all

{ over the couniry who need funds, to large

charitable organizations who have large
rafflesi Or how is it going to relate to a
man like the hon. Member for Chagnanas
who is involved in activities in this country
which put into the coffers of this country
& lot of money?
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The hon, Member for Pointe-a-Pierre men-
tioned that Government have been getting
for a long time now a tremendous amount of
revenue from the sweepstakes and things
like that. We fear that becamse of the
National Lotteries Act the amount of revenue
Government are going to receive from these
kinds of activities is going to dwindle and
dwindle, There s much we can say about it,
but we want to go on record as saying that
we believe gambling is a loxury the peopls
of this country canneot afford. We believe
gambling is a risky undertaking, If it is an
attermpt to satiate people’s desires, do it
anolher way, We fear that anything can
happen az soon as the national lotteries get
going and funds cannot be found to ran the
national lottery. The specolation, the mani-
paletion imvolved and the desire o get
something, if something happens, are too
much for us to teke. We believe that the
preponderance of harm that will be done will
tar owmtweigh the advantage: that will be
gained from a nafignal lottery, We stand
opposed to a national lottery because we
believe that a national lottery iz a creation
of a certain class of people who want to
continne to keep the ordinary pecple in &
state where, because of fear, they shall have
no fature. We want to adwvise the Govern-
ment before they formally push through this
National Lotteries Bill to read the great
writer, Bernard Shaw when he says:

“The homan energy, audacity and
conning wasted on gambling would, if
rightly directed, make an end to onr slums
and epidemics and most of our prisons in
fewer hours than it has taken days of
capitalism to produce them.™

Mr. R. Bhoolai : Mr. Speaker, I stand
here this afternoon to oppose this Bill. T feel
it is a duty of mine as a representative of
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the country, if semething is not in the best
interest of the country, to give my views
I heard the Minister of State when he was
presenting this Bill make mention of a few
countries. He made mention of the United
Hingdom, and it was very surprising to me,
because this is the first time I am hearing
that the United Kingdom is having a lottery.
As far as my memory serves me, and as far
as I have seen mysclf, for the last few years
there are boolmakers, He went further and
e said France, I am still fo know, 1 believe
France carries Casinos. Miami aleo carries
Casinos, But are we moving along with the
South Amerfean people? It Is in South
America that you have all these types of
national lotteries; you have Argentina, you
have Brazil, you have Monte Carlo and
those places; bat you must remember that in
those countries there are millions of people,
not only one million as in Trinidad. Why
are the Government of this conntry interested
in bringing this Lotteries Bill before this
Honse today? Is it that they have something
against the turf clobs of Trinidad, the clobs
of Port-of-Spain, Arima and Union Park?
Are mot these people to be complimented for
building an industry in this country? Just
to come and knock them off lke that and
say Government intend te carry it om, I
wonder if that is fair. -

I have not heard the Minster mention
pools, and T wouald like him to mention them
when he is replying, becapse I am afraid
one day we may see no more pools, What
do you intend to do? Are you going to close
the pools run by these people and run them
yourself, or are you going to have these
national lotteries ell over Trinidad selling
tickets as we new have the selling of sweep-
stake tickets? As I see here, in the Bill, you
will have agents employed all over the place.
What do you intend fo do? Business? Are
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you trying to help this conntry? Then you
are failing in your approach. As the hon.
Member for Pointe-a-Pierre rightly men-
tioned, you are failing. You have not got the
people in Trinidad—one million people up
to now, and unemployment is so rampant.
What are you trying to put on the people?
What are you trying to make them?
Gamblers? You want the children to bomn in
gambling and to remain in gambling all the
days of their lives?

Government have tried in the past, agri-
culture, when the Agricultural Credit Bank
was introduced in this country. I do not
blame the PNM Government; perhaps few
of them know it. When that came into being
what happened? The people that borrowed
the money conld not pay and Govemnment
took over and they failed. They could not
run these estates and these lands remained
ahandoned and most of them were cut down
during the war. You had the lands for the
Grow More Food Campaign, and some of
them went back to the owners.

Buses, You have taken over the bus
companies—aot you the last Government—
and they tried running the buses and they
failed. Then came this Government; I cannot
blame them, becanse they are trying to see
how much they can make, and they said
the private sector & making 2o much money,
we are going to mn the Transport Service,
and they took it back from the people, 1
understand ong owner has not yet been paid.
Tell me, Mr. Speaker, whether the Govern-
ment are moving in the proper direction.
You have taken the transport of this country
and you are trying to run it to make a profit.
That &5 what T feel, that you intend to make
a profit not a loss. But this afternoon 1 was
very surprised to hear the Minister mention
that it would take a few years, bot now we
do not know whether they are making any-
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thing, or whether they are losing moncy.
whether they are paying or not. I understand
they owe Neal and Massy for over 100 busas
and that has net been paid yet.

315 p.m.

This is the type of thing going on in this
conntry. You have been trying these things
and you have failed. You have fried the
Telephone Company. Mr. de Nobreiga was
making money; the telephone company was
paying him; the service was A-1. But now
what is happening? When you pick up the
phone and ring, no operator will answer you
sometimes, and at other times when someone
answers you she is so rude to you that you
have to be the opposite. Thiz is what is
happening in this country. But you are
going to bring in the same type of people
in thiz national lottery and employ them.
Why? 1 wonder if these people will pay 1?\1-&
regard to the people of this country and give
to them their reasomable doe and run the
lottery in a business-like manner. Mo, but
the telephone company, Sir.

The Government have failed, and when I
say failed T mean that they tock it over from
de Mobreiga saying, ‘It will pay us"'. The
people went on strike and the Government
said, *“We will purchase it becanze we want
votes. The people have put us in this House
and we want votes therefore we will buy
the company. And we will give the workers
a litfle more money so that we will be able to
get the workers' voles in the next election
and continue to run this country.' What
happened after that? The Government failed
again; the same people turned against them
as they were not satisfied. So the Government
found themselves in diffculty and said, “We
will pew sell the company.” And they
negotiated with some buyers and got half the
value of the company. May I state the
amount they received? Ten million dellars.
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And they went further to state that when
they purchase in 1981 they will do so, on
the basis of the book valne and not the
assets of the company as apprized when
stock is taken. There are a few business men
on the other side but it seems as if the
Cabinet does not listen to them. Tell me; the
andacity in these people in buying at the
book walue! Is that business? Woe unio
Trinidad if this sort of thing continues.

You have the Eléctricity Commissien and
there is strong rumour that sooner or later
that too will go. They cannot min it. They
are increasing the mtes so that the poor
man is now paying double and treble what
he used to pay. The hon. Member cannot
help it. You are unfortunate, you have been
used. Why cannot you be like me—do not
be in the Ministry?

Mr. Speaker, I am coming to the point.
I was speaking about the Electricity Com-
mission. I want to Tepeat again, perhaps I
forgot where I was—yes, the Electricity
Commizslon; that too is going and i will be
gone very soon. 1 was saying that they want
more maney and they have increased the
rates. The rates are so high that the people
are abiout to rebel. They want to ignore
electricity bills, have their electricity cut off
—no lights, and they will go back l:ulnfmsam
lamps, gas lamps and that sort of thing.

Along with the Electricity Commission
there is a Commercial House. Many Membets
may not know this but thereisammm:‘mal
house on Frederick Street, I believe it is at
the corner of Frederick and Oxford Streets.
They have fridges, stoves, electric u:akmﬁ.
and other such apparatuses, They are trying
to compete with the business eoctor, but T
wonder. 1 have been in this House for about
a year and a half, and T happen to be &
member of the Public Accounts Committee
but I have not seen any accounts to tefl me



1268

National Lotteries Dill
[Mr. R. BuooLat]
whether this business is making a profit or
not, Iz this the way Government infend to
run this country? And they want to get into
business, Then I am afraid this country will
continue to go lower and lower.

1 am speaking about the DMinister of
Finanece, This i3 what he should have advised
the Cabinet to do; get men of experience
from the business sector in all walks of life,
form 4 committes, and let them advize you
haw to run this country if you are failing to
run it properly. Take their advice. When
I say business men you bave to include
apgriculturists, trade unionists even the fish
vendor; you have got to include the man
whe works on the roed who will be able to
give yon some advice. But the Government
feel they do not need any advice. They feel
they can run this country by themsclves
withoat the help of anyons, But if they
continue this way then they cannot progess;
they will continne to fall and the sitnation
will be worse than ever.

Let us take the Camival Development
Committes, Are you making money: And
you want the Lottery Bill | . .

Mr. Speaker ¢ T stand only to remind the
hon, Momber that there iz a Bill before the
Heomse,

Mr. Bhoolai : I am sormy, 5ir, I accept
your ruling. If you say it was irrelevant I
appreciate it, bot 211 I wanted to do was to
make a comparison with the Government of
Trinidad and Tobago and to show that any-
thing they have pot their hands in has failed.

Mr. Speaker, the national lottery will be 2
failure in this country, Qur country is not so
big. Mention was made of Argentina, Brazil,
Monte Carlo, and other places, but if you
are bringing the lottery here you will not

progress by if; You are going fo lose money.
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And the country on the whole is not in favour
of it. Perhaps a few of vz who indulge in
the purchasing of tickets, and visit the pools,
and participate in different games, may
appreciate it but the majority of the people
are not happy about the introduction of a
lottery.

If the Government will mot leave this
matter as it was in the past and allow private
people to ron it then they will not make
money becanse {hey have protectsd them-
sgelves in this Bill. If they happen not to have
enough money you are going to loan them
the money and hope that this money will be
paid back with interest but you are not sure
whether they are going to make any money
at all. You have the Minister of Finance and
cconomists at wour disposal; why bave you
nof antcipated, =5 you have dome already
in the cage of your budgets, what you are
going to get? They should be able to say
that the lottery is going to make so much
every month or so much at the end of the
year, And this will be our responsibility. You
have dome it already. Why are yon mot
telling us? I hope the Minister will tell us
in his reply how many people the lottery
will employ and what the scope and funetion
of the lottery scheme is. I want him to tell us,

T was ahout to ask just now—I did not
make the point as my attention waz drawn
to something else—what i3 going to happen
to the pools? How do you intend to run this
lottery—on a eweepstake basis? Are you
going to min it as you mun bingos and so
on? This Bill says nothing about that. Mr.
Speeker, the pools today employ over 400
people. There are seventeem pools in this
country. They must be considered. because
they have tmilt up a good industry in this
country. These pool operators took their
chances and they have built up what we
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may call @ racing industry in this country
—1 do not want to call it & gambling in-
dustry—in  which over 400 people are
employed, I am not taking into consideration
those racing clubs who also employ a number
of people on racing days. They, I am afraid,
if the Minister does not state to us cleatly
here this evening, might be out of jobs. These
are the type of people who are employed,
the 400 odd, men and women who like my-
self have not had the opportunity to go to a
secondary school, And they cannot find
Government employment, perhaps in the Bill
vou will state that a person must have a
Senior Cambridge or a General Certificate
before he can be employed. If this happen
and the pools go oot of existence what will
happen fo these people who happened lo
reach sixth or seventh standard and (be first
form? What will happen to them? Are you
going to protect them and give them employ-
ment? You are not going to do it because
you have loday all over Trinidad, beys and
girls with School Leaving Certificates roam-
ing about and not getting jobs, T have said
that 1 the past.

3.25 p.m,

The Minister must tell us how many people
are going to be employed. He must tell this
Houze that he i going to employ so many
and what money will accrue from it I
believe every two weeks he intends—I am
only anficipating, I am not sure—I under-
stand that every bwo weeks you are geing fo
give out prizes, Tell vz what you intend to
do. Beeanse [ am sure vou have it to your-
selves, Tell us how many people you are
going to employ; tell us how much money
the country will be able to get and how much
will go to unemployment Lo save this comtry.

This Bill is a very wicked one, It i danger-
ous, This is something that will make this
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couniry worse, and send it to the gutter, ta
the stage where we will not be able to show
our facez anywhere in this world, This is &
most dangerous Bill, T am afraid that sooner
or later the insurance companeis will go. too.
Becanse they are making money. 1 am sure
you are coming to that later or sooner becanse
they are making money and vou want ali the
money. If you continee that way what will
vou be coming to? Will i not be commu=
nigm? What are you moving forward to?
¥on want everything in your possession. You
do not want the private man to be able to
do something for himeelf and employ people,
The private sector of this country has given
very good eervice, Ewven the employees of
the private sector accord you the highest
respect and regard whenever you go. Go to
a bank and you are called mister and asked
what can I do for you, Sir. Go to one of the
stores and see the attention that is being paid
to you by the workers becanse they have been
lectured to; they have their reletions officers
who fell them how they shoold speak to
people and how to approach them, The
Government are failing badly in that so far.
Some of them are big bosses as I have said
already. There are some very decent and
good gentlemen among them. They can be
made to lecture to thess people these "big
bosses”. T have found myself all over this
country, even to all your offices in shirl
slecves, casual attire, and I can fell you
much of it. I have a friend who iz inside here,
1 do not want to call hiz name, he is oppo-
site; be has been doing the same thing and
I want to compliment him for that. Perhaps
he cannot open his mouth, but I could. I
have the opportunity.

These are the things that the Minister of

Finance has to start with. T know you are
going to pass this Bill becanse you have 24
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and we have just 12 aronnd here and if the
Member for Chagnanas happen to go over
with you we will have only 11, But you are
doing an injostice to this country, This is a
Bill that you should get unanimous support
on but you are not going to get it. I know
the Ayes are going to have it. I want fo
conclude by saying that this country does
not deserve this type of Bill yet, this Lottery
Bill that iz before the House, This should
be left in the hands of the private people,
the private sector of this country.

And with these few words, 1 do oot think
I want fo sy much more, lef me thank you
vary much Mr, Speaker. I do hope I bhave
not hurt anybody, but I am making repre-
sentations as far as I was told fo do by my
constituentz, in accordance with the views of
this country, and also with the dictates of
my conscience.

- Mr, Ko Lalla :  Mr. Speaker, I have besn
wondering what mobivated Government in
bringing sach a Bill before the House. 1 have
tried to consider all the aspects of Govern-
ment's activities and it seems to me that it
may have heen prompted cut of coneern for
raising funds for the purpose of minning this
country. Such concem is indeed worthy of
some sympathy, but one ought not to be
sympathetic; one ought to consider the pros
and cons, merits and demerits of such a Bill
before it receives support from thie side of
the House.

A wery essential aspect of this Bill is that
it tends to bring about a certain cultural
approach. In this era of independence I do
not know whether this is one of the aspects
of colture we should plange our people into
and that is to consider gambling in thiz
country as a national pastime. And as T am
on this. there has been a very comprehensive
programme on the part of Government to
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establish community centres throughout To-
nidad and Tobago for the benefit of promot-
ing a better village life, and so often I have
heard statements from hen. Members and
hon, Ministers from that side of the House
denouncing the indulgence on the part of vil-
lagers in the games of cards such as wappie,
and other sorts of gambling in these build-
ings. And now it is & bit astonishing to find
that Government are going a bit further to
encourage these people and I feel sure that
many of these buildings are going to be used
now as cenires for the purpese of distributing
tickets in conmection with this national
lottery,

Mr. Speaker, I have heard the hon, Minis-
ter of Finance present his Bill but T am yet
£0 be convinced that what he has said is suffi-
clent to justify the passing of such a Bill in
this House. I believe that he has been in no
small measnre enthused by what i= going on
in other parts of the world. He has mentioned
places like Spain and Seuth America as
shining examples of countries promoting
national lotleries, but 1 do not think we
ought to use these countries as o yardstick to
mn oar own country. We ought not to rely
on and proceed to ape these countries in
whatever they undertake if what they do will
not result in the benefit of the people of our
country. I de agree that if eertain projects
or certain machinery set op in other coun-
tries assist those countries in advancing the
well being of the people of these countries
then by all means I should certainly support
any Bill which seeks to emulate those efforts,

A very vital point raised here by the
Member for Nariva was the question whether
Government have in any way endeavoured
to ascertain the proceeds or the revenume to
be derived from this project. T know that
Government wounld not want to plunge tax-
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payers into projects of this nature unless and
until there iz some rewarding retumn; but
nothing has been said to us, no estimate of
what is expected from the running of the
firat lottery has been given, And this is indeed
amazing. This is why I agree with the
Member for Pointe-a-Pierre that the Bill
before the Honse i highly deficient, deficient
in the sense that it is very vague and am-
biguous; it sys nothing in any specific terme.
335 p.m.

Now, this is indeed a most unsatisfactory
way of presenting a Bill to the House, Mr.
Speaker, because we are all concerned with
the welfare of this country, and it & our
concern to ensure that those who ate not in
a position to voice their opinions here, shonld
have it done for them by ns.

A preat deal has beem said about the
inefficient manner in which Government have
been administering the affairs of this country,
and I do not think that I would hke to
belabour the point, but it is very interesting
to hear the hon. the Minister of Finance point
ont that it is Government’s concern that there
should be an equitable distribution of the
rewards of these lotteries, I do not really
quite conceive or understand the interpreta-
tion of the words “‘equitable distribution."
I do not know whether he means that the
amounts obtained as a result of these lotteries
will be better distributed to one winner or
whether Government hope to accumulate so
much wealth out of these gains that the
moneys will be spent for providing ameneties.

It may well be that Government have been
of the view that a tremendous amount of
money is raised by those who promote these
games, and because of this, Government feel
that they too could now proceed to do this,
and take the very money that goes to private
enterprize; But this will bring about a great
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deal of frustration fo the minds of the people
who out of sheer concern for other people
spend some of their time in raising funds
through voluntary efforts, for the purpose of
providing institutions and other bodies with
funds.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have heard speeches
by hon, Members on the other side of the
Hoose; wiging members of the public to
become more associated with wvoluntary
movements becanse Government cannot by
itself provide everything for the people of
this eountry. If you are going to frustrate
the very will of people who find some time
to come out and associate themselves with
voluntary movements to raise funds to pro-
mote school buildings, churches and other
similar projects, how could you really in the
other breath say something else. Government
have said: “We would like you people of
this country to become more voluntary in
your dispositions, fo become keemer in
raising the levels of your villages; ralse funds
and build your ity centres, Govern-
ment will contribute a part of it.”" And what
are the methods resorted to by these people
for the raising of funds, Sir? I see the Lions
Club has now had to resort to ancther way
of raising funds.

However, Sir, not very long age, I had
the pleasure of witnessing the handing over
of some instrumente to the Couva District
Hospitel by the Lions, and I was very
pleased indeed to know that Government
have not in all these years been able to
provide what the Lions were able tl:l- pro=
vide for that institution, And this is not
only for Couva, but this has been for other
places as well, I wonder whether Government
will do this very thing which the Lions and
other social organizations have been doing.

So that the questiom of the quﬂltahh
distribution, Mr, Speaker, is meaningless.
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There will be ne equitable distribution here,
because we do not koow whether we are
going to gain or lose. In fact the very nature
of the Bill is so designed to protect Govemn-
ment whenever they lose, in that we will
resort to the Consolidated Fund in order to
ensure that the public interest is protected.
But the public interest will not be protected
becanse it is the taxpayers money that will
be going back to them, They will be the
ones contributing to the Coneolidated Fund,
and in the event that the project proves o
be a failure then they will be receiving
their own money in retum. What will
be very lamentable here is that instead of
utilizing the funds for some mote useful
purpose Government will be spending the
money for promoting national lotteries, which
in itself is s most reprehensible thing.

I wonder what the youths of this country
will be told when they come forth and ask for
some form of guidence. Will they be told that
they shonld mow mobilize their forces and
support the national lotteries in order fo
improve the welfats of the people in this
country? I would have thonght, Sir, that
Government Ministers were quite busy with
matters affecting the welfare of the com-
munity, such #s health—and we do have 2
great deel to be done in that direction.

The question of water is something which
1 think iz in & very hopeless state at the
moment, and many of o2 will be happy to
gee Government Ministers mobilizing a little
more of thelr farces to ensure that the people
are looked after in this regard.

There are so many other things that one
would expect Government to be assoclating
themselves with rather tham national lot-
teries. Education for that mafter, Sir, Our
people in this conntry are not provided with
the fype of educational system they deserve.
I do not know whether gambling is going to
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assict us to promote the edocational facilities
of this country.

I have heard mentioned that in Ireland
there is horse racing for the particular pur-
pose of raising funds for health purposes.
Now if Government had specified somewhere
in this Bill that this national lottery is being
run for the particular purpose of improving
the educational facilities in this country, then
certainly I think that everyone would come
forth to contribute, not with the hope of
winning, but with the feeling of national
pride. Because then every person would hope
to have some improvement in the educational
opportunities provided here at the moment.

Leaving thiz Bill as it iz without any
parpose certainly will certainly cause it to
meet with a great deal of concern from the
public. No one knows in what direction the
meney will be spent; I for one will wonder
whether it iz going to subsidize BWIA. In
that connexion T will not-really enjoy any
henefits, becamse BWIA, as I know it, has
not been running at a profit at all. If this is

the purpose, then, by all means it shiuld-
never teceive the support 'of anybody, What'

we want is improvement, not improvement
of an airline which has not brought us any
benefits since its operations.

345 ..

I probably would like to deal with one or
two aspects of this Bill, and if T may refer
to clanse 20 on page 12 which reads as
follows:

"Legal procesdings may, in any coort
of summary jorisdiction be conducled on
behalf of the Board—

{a) by the Secretary or the Manager;
(B) by any other officer of the Board

anthorized ‘5o to do” by resoltion
of the Board, 2 copy - of which pur-

2 o

1279

National Lotteries Bill

porting to be certified under the
hand of the Seeretary shall be
sufficient evidence of the contents
thereof."”

1 would have lilked to see a corresponding
provision stating that in the event that a
member of the public disagrees, he too could
have some recourse to redress in the courts
of thig country. Icaunatsaeany justice being
done to members of our country at all when
a Bill such as this provides a one-sided
approach—legal proceedings against any
member of the public, bat no member of the
public is provided with an opportunity or
any right of redress to go to court.

Certainly, if we are to say that we believe
in the poiversal declaration of human rights,
which rights are established in our Con-
stitution, I wounld think that Government
should, by new, understand that although
(rovernment have not yet proclaimed the
Crown Liability Proceedings Act that some
protection should be afforded to members of
the public when Bills of this nature come
before the House, I do not think it iz fair,
just or reasonzble, 1 do mot think it really
establishes this feeling of confidence in the
rule of law which is so often mentionad at
all levels that people should enjoy this cight
utider the rele of law.

What does the rule of law mean fo the
man on the streets if he i injured throogh
the negligence of a Minister and has no right
of redress? OF what good is it? 1 am not
only today pointing thiz out but this s so
since our independence, and 2o many years
have gome by since our independence, even
until today, we hear nothing aboat the Crown
Proceedings Act. If Government hope to
establish this confidence in the hearts of the
people, and i Government would like to
make one and all fee] that they belong to
this country, then certainly Government must
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manifest somg true spirit of goodwill nct in
thie way of taking advantage of the democta-
tie procedure of the majority votes,

By all means, Mr, Speaker, a Bill of this
nature—whethér Government accept its
deficiency or not—will go through this Houss
by virtee of the fact that a majority will
ensure itz passage, I would think that
Government would not want to take advan-
tage of that right but that Government would
want to instil a certain degree of confidence
in' the minds of citizens of this country and’
that while Government are in fact a majority,
the Government will not do anything whith
will ernde the rights of peopls.

Mr. Speaker, there is the other provision
here which I propose to deal with in this
Bill and that is clanse 30 subclause (2) on
page 13, and it reads as follows:

“The Minister shall, on presentation of
proof to his satisfaction by the winmer of
any soch moneys, that such winner is
entitled to the moneys, authorize the pay-
ment and distribution of the amount of
snch moneys to the winner thereof, and
the same shall without further authority
be paid by the Treasury.”

Mr. Speaker, as I see it here, the Minister
becomes & judge in his own canse. Now the
Minister, on presentation of proof to his
satisfaction by the winner of anmy such
money, that such winner is entitled to the
money will authorize the payment and
distribotion of the amount of such moneys
to the winner, What the Minister will be
doing here is adjudicating on an {ssue, The
Minister will be saying, "'All right, I judge
you the winner”., And what he says—it is
provided hers will ba the final determina-
Hon of the whole matter.

I can understend that in modern times
efforts are belng made to provide Ministers
with wider administrative powers, and this is
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by all means to reduce litigation and where
possible to provide the Minister with a greater
scope and magnitnde in the discharge of the
duties of his office. But when it comes to
encreaching upon the rights of individuals
and to diminish the importance of the courts
of our country, 1 certainly would like to pro-
test very vigorously against this provision.

The winner here may be a person—I do
not kmow—in such geod standing in the
mind of the Minister that he may well be
influenced by his association with that par-
ticular winner, There may be another persan
who believes genuinely that he or she is also
the winner, Now there 15 a distinction
botween a decision—a judicial decision—a
guasi judicial decision and & decision on a
question of policy. It seams to me there
some misunderstanding in this Bill as to the
duty to be devolved on a Minister in such
circumstances as these,

A decision of pelicy by a Minister will
affect say, the making of a hospital, a central
hespital more equipped with facilities or
better equipped than ancther hospital which
is mot situated in such a highly populated
area. That would be a question of policy.
MNobody can tell the Minister then, "You
should not do that' becausa he will be
determining a question on the basis of what
is good for the people of certain areas. And
0 too, if a road is to be passed through some
residential arca, the Minister decides that on
a question of policy. Compensation cbviously
will arise and when such a gquestion arices the
Minister makes an award and in that ques-
tion of compensation the citizen has 3 right
to question the quantum of the compensation
if be is not satisfied. This is how this question
of decision and policy works. But you do
not allow a Minister to adjudicate on the
winning of a prize without any redress to
the courts.

I think that this provision is indeed one
which should never have appeared here.

3.55 p.m.

Since this iz o matter of winning, all ques-
tions affecting the winning of a prize if in
dispute should be referred to a Court of Law
for adjudication, and therefore no Minister
should be allowed to give a final decision on
this. To seal the whole thing, Mr. Speaker,
section 30 subsection (3) goes on to say:—

“Where payment is made by the
Treasury in accordance with subsection (2)
the validity thereof shall not be enquired
into by any court and no action shall lie
or be maintained in respect of the lottery
that resulted in the payment aforesaid.””

I do mot think it is the intention of the
Government. in the building of the country,
to deny the citizens of this country their
right to resort to the courts of law in our
country, And while I would like to think so
having seen this pesition here, I am now con-
vinced otherwise—that we are whittling
down the importanes of our Judiciary in this
country. We are now trying to invest our
Ministers with the overall power to make
decizions not only on questions of policy but
to allow them to adjudicate on matters which
shoold be more properly dealt with by the
courts,

Mr. Speaker, I do not think that I see
anything that justifies support of this Bill
and T certainly hope that good sense would
prevail resulting in withdrawing of this Bill.

The Minister of Industry, Commarca and
Potrolemm (Hon. J. H. 0'Halloran): Mr.
Speaker, one would have imagined that such
a simple Bill would net have generated so
much discussion. But in this House, being
the debating House that it is, one would
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undarstand that parliamentarians are paid to
speak and so we have been made to listen
to a lot of arguments this afterncon that one
cannot really term fundamental arguments
against the Bill.

I would refer to the hon. Member for
Nariva who while opposing this Bill sug-
gested at the closing of his discourse that he
would be prepared to support the Bill if
private enterprise handled it. So I take it for
granted that fundamentally he is not opposed
to the Bill but opposed to the fact that Gov-
emment have decided to do it

Now the hon. Lady Member for Pointe-a-
Pierre very fesbly, Mr. Speaker. roamed all
over the world and even thought il fit to
mention the word ‘cock-fighting' in  this
debate,

Mrs. L. A. E. Wight 1 A guilly conscience,

Mr. J. H. D'Halloran: Little doss she
know that perhaps the majorily of her con-
stituents in Pointe-a-Pierre are cock-fighters,

Mr. B. 8. Maraj: What kind of cock-
fighters? Please tell us.

Mr. J. H. 0'Halloran : I can assure her
that if ever she had the experience of seeinga
good cock in action she would become a fan,
for it is a noble and old sport. What I do
know aboul breaking the law iz a matter of
conscience.

Mrs. L. A. E. Wight : But you have none.

Mr. J. H. O'Halloran : That is the Lady's
opinion, but [ know many other people think
otherwise,

MNew the gambling induestry, Sir, for the
purpose of giving this hon. House some
information, represenis a turnover in this
country of $40 million anmually. And I
repeat, the gambling industry in this country

Friday, 12¢% July, 1068

1254

National Lotteries Bill

enjoys a turmover of $40 million annually;
and the Government of this country by
arrangement collects & meagre $2.5 million
annually. 1 think in the peak year they col-
lected something like $2.8 million, Now
where does this $40 million annually go,
Mr. Speaker?

One of the main avenues where this money
changes hands is through the gambling shops
of Trinidad and Tobago. There are some
which are situated in better areas than others,
and so they enjoy a much larger percentape
of the take. And when the Minister who pre-
sented the Bill suggested that the intention of
the Government was to ensure & more equit-
able distribution of the gambling funds of
the country, this was what he meant. I
believe I am right in saving that there are
sixtern betting shops in the country through
which this $40 million pass. The estimated
revenug on the launching and implementa-
tion of the lottery is $10 million. This is
what the Government hope to collect from
the national lottery annually.

Mrs. L. A. El Wiﬂh‘l:: Yﬂﬂ hﬁpﬂ?

Mr. J. H. O'Halloran : It iz better to
live in hope.

Mr. Speaker, on this aspect of the Bill you
will appreciate the fact that this is the right
approach, for the people in this country,
whether you like it or not, are gamblers by
nature and they will gamble whether you put
them into prison or not.

fdr. B. 5. Maraj ¢+ Even in prison.
Mr. J. H. O'Hallorsn : I agree with
you, even in prison.

I would say in many many countries of
the world they had been used for financing
all zorts of Government projects. And in
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practically all instances Governments w}:m
launched lotteries had specified at the begin-
ping in what direction the profits of the
lotteries would be spent and in many instan-
ces the funds are allocated to education, to
hospitals or what have you, But we have
been advised by the Governments—because
most of the Governments were consulted
before we decided to do this—that it is better
to leave the Government flexible in things
of this naturs so that in the presentation of
its annual bedget s decizion can then be
taken as to what avenue the profits of the
lottery weould be pat into. And it is for these
reasons and only these reasons that in the
Bill we did not think it advisable to tie the
hends of the Government in any one direc-
tion so that at the end of the year they would
not be in a position to decide in what diree-
tion the money could be spent more
advantageonsly.

4.05 p.m.

Lotteries are operated very simple, The
head office is sinated more often than not
in a Government building, and situated in
a place where parking facilities and so on
are available, The country as a whele is
divided info several sections, For example,
Port-of-Spain could be divided in, say, ten
sections based on population, and agents
appeinted in those areas for distribution.

One of the very good features of a national
lottery is that il is & cash transaction so that
you cannot lose at all. Payments are made
on the basis of cash received o that the fear
that has been expressed that it is possible
that at the end of the year Government might
find themselves at the ugly end of the slick
is a result of not understanding the operation
properly. The appointed agenis would all
have to undertake to purchase their alloca-
tioms of tickets for cash, They in turn will
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hire huskers or where they choose to sell the
tickets themselves they may do so. But on
the question of hiring huskers, this is where
some of the better virtnes of national lotteries
lie. It provides job opportunities for theu-
gands and thousands of people, be they old
people or be they young people, who are
prepared to work and to sell tickets in a way
that provides them with a very handsome
inpome weekly or monthly.

This, Mr. Speaker, in addition to having
millions of dollers injected into the coantry
for further development, would then provide
more jobs. because if we decide to build
sehoals or we decide to build hospitals or we
decide to build roads, the injection of these
mnds wonld again provide more employ-

ment,

These huskers ame wsually compensated
quite handsomely, The agents themselwes
would find it very profitable to be agents, to
heve eatahlished these apencies, So this isa
revolving motion in which the funds of the
people, chanelled inlo the Treasury of the
Government, could be reinvested into devel-
aopment, or for providing edocation or
providing health [acilities,

Mow, I personally have had a lot lo do
with the idea of introducing 2 national lot-
tery inte the ecuntry, As I said before, we
selected most places in which lotteries were
operated and we have selected the better
aspects of mozt of the areas for introduction
here in Trinidad. T have no doubt thal when
the lottery fickets have started to circolate
and results are made known weekly or fort-
nightly, whichever is the case, hon. Members
opposite themeelver will find it advieable to
try their hands at a ticket here and there,
not only in an effort to win themselves a
handesome sum of money, but with the
thought that they will be subscribing to a

F
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worthy canse, [ have no doubt whatever that
the charitable crgenizations which the hon.
lady Member of Pointe-a-Pierre took a long
time to spell out and which, I presume, took
the Turf Club & long time to prepare would
also benefit from the fonds of the lotfery.

This is a Government for the people, and
a Government which has the best interest of
the peaple at heart.

I have heard mentioned on two occasions
the Lion's bingo: and the fact glone that the
Lion's bingo has been so successfnl is o me
an indication—and T have no doubt about
it—of the absolute success of a pational

lattery.

Mrs. L. Wight 1 The people like playing
hinga.

ir. O'Halloran : People would Tike play-
ing lotteries. I have seen countries where
people think it a meligion to purchase a
natinna] lottery ticket,

The other Members who spoke, as T said,
did not really object.

The various ramifications of the operation
of the lottery will be dealt with in the regu-

lations which will be provided sometime in
the future.

The hon. Member for Couva falked aboul
Government denonncing card playing in the
various centres, T think that this should be so
becatse no one can consider a game of cards
as a game of chamce, Games of capds are
obviously games of skill, and through their
akill eard players can always take advantage
of the beginners or the innocent card player,

315 p.m.

And he made the point, quoting a certain
section where he claims that the Minister
wonld be the sele aothority in deciding who
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the winner should be. This is very necessary,
Mr. Speaker, because very often people will
make false claims and present tickets pur-
portitg %6 be the winner of the lotlery.
Therefore it i absolutely necessary that when
these claims are made somebody possessing
the identification secret about printed tickets
must be the eole guthority to judge whether
those tickots are legitimate or not. And it js
simply for {hat reason that this clause was
put in.

Very often in many countries false claims
wete made, Even here in Trinidad and
Tobago from time (o time we have had simi-
far incidents, The hon. Member opposite is
a lawyer by profession and I am sure he will
appreciate the fact that even in the ease of
ordinary sweepstakes which we run here
there have been occasions in which two or
three people made claims to have the winning
tickets; and when they are not satisfied with
the decision of the Turf Clob they usually
take the matter to court. T am not in a posi-
Hon to say what the legal aspect of the Bill
iz in that respect but T doubt very much that
this would preclude anybody going to court
an a tatter such as that. Becansa one of the
necessities for the successful operation of this
lottery would be the fact that everything
wonld be above-board and that anybody
purchasing a ficket would have the protec-
tion of the law of the land, About thiz T have
no doubt in my mind but perhaps somebody
Letter qualified than T would be able to say
where this applies,

So, Mr. Speaker, we on thiz side of the
House feel, like many other governments all
over the world, that lotteries are very profit-

able to the state and in particnlar to a
socicty such as ours, where by natural in-

stinct the Trinidadian loves to gamble. Then,
in addition, from information received, we
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note that millions of dollars change hands
annually, and these millions are restricted
fio a few people who very often do not invest
their moneys here but prefer to invest them
elsewhere, 1 strongly agree that the Govern-
ment should do something whereby some of
these moneys conld be arrested and chan-
nelled into the coffers of the Government for
re-injection into the funds for the develop-
ment of the country of one kind or another.

And for this reason, Mr. Spesker, I stood
up here this evening to champion this Bill
in the hope that after I have spoken, the
opinions on the opposite side would have
changed. I have no doubt whatever that very
shortly we all would take pride in purchas-
ing a lottery ticket with the knowledge that

the fund s going to be spent for a worihy
calise.

Mr. 5. Shah : Mr. Speaker, perhaps I can
ask the question which my Friend the hon.
Member for Couva was about to ask of the
Minister. My hon, Friend wanted to refer
the Minister to clause 30, subclause (3) of
the Bill which says:

“Where payment iz made by the
Treasary in accordance with subsection (2)
the validity thereof shall not be enquired
into by amy court and no action shall lie
or be maintained in respect of the lottery
that resulted fn the payment aforesaid.”
Subclause (2) zays:

""The Minister shall, on presentation of
proof to his satisfaction by the winner of
any such moneys, that such winner is en-
titled to the moneys, anthorise the pay-
ment and distribution of the amount of
such moneys to the winner thercof, and
the same shall without further autherity
be paid by the Treasury.”

These, Mr. Speaker, are the provisions to
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which we object. It puts the Minister in the
position of judge, jary, prosecutor, defend-
ant and everything at one time becanse he
will have to consider not only the legal
gepect but the political aspects in paying the
money. These are what we object to.

We have heard a lot of talk on this Bill.
The hon. Minister of Industry has fold us
that in the operation of a lottery there will
be no losses. He says that there is fear on our
gide of the House that moneys will be paid
out of the Consolidated Fund; but that is not
our fear; this is a fear which is writfen into
the Bill and is reflected by the words of the
Eill. If there is any loss the loss will be paid
oat of the Consolidated Fund. That is what
the Bill says. If there is going to be no loss,
if the Minister is truthful, if be is experienced
in the running of lotteries and there is going
to be no loss, then why write info the Bill
that if there is any loss the moneys will be
paid out of the Consalidated Fund? This is
not our fear, this is a fear inherent in the
Bill itself, If by the running of the lottery
there is no loss, then where would the loss
come from? Will it be another case of
£36,0007

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minister who pre-
sented this Bill told us that there is a body
of opinion in this country which is against
the Bill. He also imrmediately thereafter told
us that this Bill is in favour of the national
welfare. These two things are a non sequitur;
if people are against the Bill to a sobstantial
extent then the benefits of the Bill will go
not to the national welfare but perhaps to
the majority of the national welfare.

Mr. Speaker, what are we offered in
Trinidad and Tobego? What iz the aim of
our people? What are their moral and spirit-
ual aspirations? Have we as exponents in this
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Parliarient & clear picture of what we envis-
age for the people who comprise our beauti-
ful nation? Are the provisions of this Bill
condocive to the attainment of excellence?
For surely it s people of excellence who
build greatly and lastingly. Long ago Egypt
bad millions of people living upon the most
fertile land in the then known wordd. Athens
had 200,000 people Lving on the Rocky
Plains bot today wou remember Egypt
becauss of Cleopatra but you will remember
Athens hecanse it gave birth to democracy,
Se-you see;-what we need are people of
excellerice and quality. You ean visit all the
manifacturers, you can give them as many
$350.000 a5 you like, vou will nover he able
to have them mass produced excellence and
character for distribution to the peaple of
Trinidad and Tobago.

4.25 p.m.

These are inatters of personal acquisition
and attainment. Mr. Speaker, let me borrow
the words of a recent publication to which
I pay tribute. 1 quote :

“Character is a positive thing; it is
not  protected innocence but practised

virtwe. It is not fear of vice but love of
excellence.”

Let us aim our legislation in building citi-
zens  of character, peopls who possess
character, discipline their pasing fmpolses
0 as to keep these from getiing in the way
of proper performance. They do their jobs
better than just enough to get by, People
need something to believe in. Great scientific
discoveries may shake the world but prin-
ciples of behaviour keep it stable in order
to be able to enjoy these preat scienmtific
dizcoveries, T do not refer to the do-gooders,
I do not refer to starry-eyed reformers as
being necessatily principled; there are
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certmin  fondamentals in which one must
believe or civilization must disappear today
as wag done in the past. There are perma-
nent troths which thosgh desp-rocted in
antiquity remain important today,

What is the relevance in the confext of
our present political development of so many
marches, demonstrations and demands? Do
we honestly believe that these are due only
to poor economic conditions and political
injustices? Mot at all. These are merely the
forces of emply directionless lives, A demon-
strator, a worker does not want work purcly
for the sake of working. He wanls to
provide for himself and his family a full
and interesting life. He wants to contribute
to his society and he meeds to be respected
by his society. Is an invitation to him to
become a member of a national gambling
society a step in furthering his needs and
wants? The situation Is sufficiently bad but
at least it is limited to the private sector
and there is no high pressure advertisement.
The present situation is to be differentiated
from the call and wrging upon the citizen
to provide health and educational facilities
by gambling his money with the hope
dangling before his eyes that one day he
might become rich.

Let us not be disillusioned, I have visited
countries where nztional lotteries are carried
on and the experience of these countries
shows that it i3 the poor and the weak who
suecumb to the temptation to spend money
they can ill afford. Where are the whe whe
turfs of this country? You do not find them
in Valsayn or in the posh areas of Wood-
brook and 5t. Ann's. You find the whe whe
turfs of this country in the depressed areas
of La Romain, Coeoyea Village, Brothers
Road and Fyzabad. Becanse these are the
areas where the poor people live and it is
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the poor whose money fs fleeced from them
becanse it #s the poor who succumb fo the
temptation of gambling.

This country has less then five hundred
thomsand adults and a comparison with
countries where several millions of people
reside serves to prove very little so far as
the purported success of a local lottery is
concerned. If yom have a very big sponge
full of water you need to squeeze it wery
litle to get a cup full of water, but you
take o small sponge and you have to
squeeze it almost dry to get the same cup-
ful of water. A dollar to a rich man is
nought but to those who sweat and labour
& dollar is often two day's sustenance. This
is the question which we have to address
oursalves to.

4.30 p.m. : Sitling suspended,
507 p.ai ¢ Silding reswised.

Mr. 8. Shah: Mr. Speaker, it is the
young people of this nation who should not
be urged upon this ropd—this road of
gambling. After all, from among them we
must find our future political, financial,
legal, medical and agricultiral leaders.
Gambling must not be a way of life for
them.

It is often that those whe are in need of
help, both finencially and spiritually fall for
the temptation. They use faith as a medinm
of exchange whereby they may acquire the
goods and riches of this world, We have a
perfect example of this in the Honse today:
The Mohammed brothers and Mrs. Fatima
MeDavidson; the hon. Minister for West
Indian Affairs, the hon. Member for San
Juan East and the Member for Fyrabad,
have left this hon. House immediately npon
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the inception of this debate. They would
rather not be present than be present to
raize their hands against the Bill which goes
against their consciences,

And, Mr, Speaker, I would like at this
stage to congratulate the Member for Princes
Town, who today made what is his maiden
contribution in the House; galvanized into
action by this Bill. I do want to congratulate
him, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, of both wine and gambling
are great evils and are some benefits to man.
But the evils of them are far greater than
their benefits. In thirteen years—and these
are the figures T have been able to verify—
from 1895 to 1907, there were 156 suicides
in England due directly to betting, as well
a3 719 cases of theft and embezzlement,
and 442 bankruptcies, Gambling, in faet,
must be indieted as both injurious and con-
ducive only to individual and national

Young people thould be encouraged to
inenleate the higher values of life and then
bring to fruition those values as far as
practicable in their day to day life.

I quote, Mr. Speaker :

A character of any man i but the
aggregate of his tendencies, the sum total
of the bent of his mind. We are what our
thoughts have made us. Each thought is
a litthe hammer blow on the lump of iron
which our bodies are, manofacturing out
of it what we want it to be. Words are
secondary. Thoughts live, they travel far.
And so take care of what you think., "

Mr, Speaker, what are the thoughts of a
poor man? A man who has bought tickets
week after week after week, and has lost
week after week after week? What are the
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thoughts of his family, whem he has
deprived of bread in order to suppori a
natiomal lottery?

Nothing will protect us from external
pressures and compulslons sp muoch as the
control of ourselves based upon ideals and
fundamental truths that have withstood
the test of time, Much bas been said in
praise of endurance, and indeed much ought
to be said. Becamse being able to bear up
manfolly under stress and hardship i a
great accomplishment, but self-control is
different. It is not continned resistamce, but
actual mastery. Tt enables us to say “yes”
and “no” to other men, not prompled by
biind obedience to a code but with assur-
ance derived from a conscious evaluation of
relevant alternatives, And to this Bill, Mr.
Speaker, we have alternatives, Let us not
ohly endufe our hardships; let us master
them.

Sometime ago, Mr. Speaker, 1 read with
some pleasure, that casinos were to be dis-
allowed in this nation, and 1 felt that
morally all was not lost with this Govern-
ment. But my pleasnre was short-lived and
my atribution of pure mobives misplaced,
for with the emactment of the Gambling
Act and pow this Lotteries Bill, it seems
that Government are not so much against
gambling, as they are in favour of themselves
being the greatest sponsors of gambling.
“We are against casines, not because of the
principle involved, but becanse casinos will
be a competitor to Govemment's gam-
bling."

Pressed as the Government are by their
own failure in the economic field, having
set this naﬁauonthamﬂdtuhmkru?t‘cy.
following a damming policy of favouritism
of one sector and ppeamm'zaﬁnn of another,
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they now seek to redress the rape of the
nation's economy by becoming a  big
banker in a pame of chance, where the
odds are a hundred times more difficult than
any game of whe whe; where a few will
win to the detriment of many; and an
entire nation held up to ransom and urged
to make cbeisance to the pagan god of
chance,

Nor, Mr. Spealker, am I moved by the
argument that many hundreds, thousands
or millions of dollars already change hands
each year by way of horse racing, seeep-
stakes and the like,

One  must expect in  every society,
especially one based upon what has been
called Western philosophy, some viee and
some corruption, but this is no reason to
perpetuate and magnify same. The fact that
thousands and thousands of people are
killed in the United States of America each
year is no reason, no justification, for the
deaths on our roads. Nor is the fact that
there are some clubs here any justification,
ally argiment, in favour of urging the cifi-
zens of the entire country to be participants
in national gambling.

1 have viewed this Bill, Mr. Speaker, from
many anglis, and viewed from the metha-
physical point of view this Bill rests upon 2
depressing materialism; from the paychologi-
cal point of view, on rank disillusionment;
from an ethical point of view, on depressing
expediency; and from an economic point of
view, on mass exploitation,

Mr. er, we must be careful not to fall
into l.l'ipe;kl.ttdles of an ideology where the
physical value iz the most basic, while the
mental and the aesthetic are conjoined as
subservient values, and the moral value is
viewed in an utilitarian perspective and as
a mather of expediency only.
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I make no apology, Mr. Speaker, for call-
ing upon Government to orientate human
activity in such a perspective that established
morality prevails, and the vices that corrode
human character are opposed; and further to
assist to the maximom, efforts to integrate
human personality on the basis of the purest
accepted values and permanent truths. Let
Government, Mr. Speaker, set the best
examples,

515 p.m.

Mr. B. Maraj: Mr. Speaker, I listened
with great Interest fo the contributions made
by hon. Members in this House, T must at
the outset make my position superlatively
clear that I propose to support the Bill before
this House, and the arguments presented by
both the Minister of State and the Minister
of Petrolenm, Industry and Commerce, are
substantial evidence, apart from my personal
knowledge of the game, that this is a worth-
while Bill and that this House should support
it in its entirety.

I have no gronse with the Members whe
are sitting on the Opposition ide like myself,
When I believe Government are wrong and
they deserve a proper thrashing you will not
find me wanting, but when I find them doing
something that is in the interest of the people
and not inimical, you will find me sup-
porting.

What was the argnment presented on
hehalf of the Opposition? The hon. Member
for Nariva said that he would support this
Bill if this lottery were to be run by private
enterprise; but becawse Government are
gponsoring i, he would not support it. I do
not intend to be critical, but it must be
viewed in the light that he was expressing
the sentiments and feclings of his party.

On the other hand, T have in my hand a
newspaper, The Opposition do not intend
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te support Government in this Bill; they are
saying it is wrong teaching children to
gamble, getting children in variops moods
at various times, and they ask if this is the
way we have to build our economy, It is a
pity the hon, Member for Pointe-a-Pierrs is
away, becanee I would probably be able fo
let her know why it is necessary for us to
support this at some time.

While the hon. Member for Nariva said
he was agreeing and they all agreed, other
Members spoke saying they did not agree
with the Bill in its entirety. Some Members
spoke on the legal aspect of the Bill, That
is what the hon. Member for Pointe-a-Pierre
said, that Government are immoral and bad,
that Government is no good. ¥et you find
the “whip" from the parly asking the same
Government—and he files a motion to con-
trol the local press. Whe will control the
Press? He or his parly, or iz he asking the
Government to set op the machinery to
control the Press? Who is geing to do it?
It is simple, ordinary common sense. They
know they cannot get the bloody motion
through, They will depend upon Government
to get the moton through and this is the
way they sre trying, indirectly, to make this
country a one-party state, They are giving
the Government the lead as to making
Trinidad a one-party state,

This is the first time—and I challenge
them lo produce any authority to the con-
trary—that the Opposition in any country
in any part of the world ask to control the
Press, The Government always ask in
countries in different parts of the world to
contrel the Press; in this case it is the
Opposition.

Mr. M. Boradalic Mr. Speiker, on a
point of Order, Motion No. 20 of which we
got notification todey deals with the very
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substance which the hon. Member for
Chaguanas js dealing with in detail, ques-
tioning the intention of the motion as far as
the Press s concerned. We on this side of
the House believe the hon. Member is out
of order.

Mr. Speaker ; I think the hon. Member
has a point there.

Mr. Maraj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I
was waiting en him. This is the trap I set
for him—his inexperience. He can hold a
bog's foot as a Muslim. It is against his
religion, He has taken an oath in this Fouse
with the Koran, and here yon have him
holding the leg of a hog, That man cannot
have the courage to stand up and say T am
out of order. et out,

Hom. Member s You cannot hold the hog
now?

Mr. Mara] We are coming to that just
oW,

fir. Speaker : I think the hon. Member
iz going boyond the limit now,

Mr. Maraj: Mr. Speaker, I shall not
challenge your muling at any time, but after
all, when I know that as a Hinda certain
things are forhidden, and a3 a Muoslim
certain things are forbidden, and a Muslim
who takes an oath in this Parliament holds
the foot of a hog, I must draw your attention
and this Parliament’'s to it becapse he is
opposing the lottery now, That is the reason
why.

This ig this virtions man, This iz the man
of virtue and character, holding the leg of a
hog and taking a picture, So help me, God,
he shauld say Toba Toba a thousand times
to save him from the sin he has commitied
in accordance with the Koran, I shall not
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bother with him becanse he has descended
below the gutter. If one goss in the cesspit,
he would like to go below the cesspit. He ia
accostomed Lo doing that and I shall forgive
him.

Br, Speaker ¢ I am asking the hon. Mem-
ber for Chaguanas to make his contribution
on the Bill,

Mr. Maraj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
But they are saying that this lottery is a bad
thing: it is no good. The Member whom I
have just spoken of lives nearly opposite to
my pocl in San Fernando, and I know he
used to come inte my pool. That is the
trouble,

Mr. M. Muradali ¢+ Mr. Speaker, on a
point of correction. The hon. Member
speaking an untruth. T went to his pool on
ofie occasion when he called me and asked
me to assist him in getting the licence for
the pool. T do not gamble as far as pools
are concemned and I have never been fo his
pool. He is glving & wrong impression, He
must not tell untruths in this Parliament.

Mr. Maraj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker;
again we se¢ how people are strangers to
the truth. Not that I am telling an untruth,
but he is the competent anfhority. He gives
licences, I have to appeal to him fo get a
licence. Look where it reach to! That is why
I sy you have to forgive him. Sometimes
I have to ask him and appeal fo him fo get

me a licencal

I am the first man in Trinidad who
operated pools when Government saw they
had 200 odd pools in Trinidad and they
thought it fit to stop all pools because
Government were ot geiting anything from
it, They imposed a deposit of $50,000 on
every pool and a 25 per cent tax on all
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bettings—win ot loee. Mr, Speaker, 1 had
the pleasnre and privilege of being the only
man in Trinidad io open three pools. Right
now I am operating two pools, one in San
Fernando, but becamse of time T am not
able to attend to it and one at San Juan.
What yon said Rambachan?

Mr. Rambachan 1 Mr. Speaker, will the
hon. Member refer to me as the Member for
Siparia?

Me, B, Maraj ¢ [ shall not refer to him
as the Member for Siparia. 1 thought be
was trying to grumble, Well T will forgive
him. He has 5o many homs on hia head that
he does not know where to go. I shall not
bother with him. Everybody in Trinidad
knows the ameont of horns be has on his
head.

I stll own those two pools. I have
$100,000 deposited with Government and [

get aroond 7§ per cent intetest every year
on those pools. I used fo collect around

§22,000 2 year on the three pools, but now
it is around $15,000 on those two pools, 1
have $100.000 deposited en those two,

If Government ever made a good decision,
a wise decision, a pradent decision and a
decision in the intercst of the inarticulate as
well as the articulate masses of this country,
they have done it now.

Statisties were guoted as to how many
murders they had in the United Kingdom.

Hon, Member :  Suicides.

Mr. Maraj1 Suoicides &c. But, Mr,
Speaker, suicides and murders, there is very
little difference, but lawyers like tw put a
thin edge into the wedge so 1 shall accept
this interpretation.
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5.30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, what is wrong? [ am som
that from the research these Gentlemen made
they should know at least that the British
Museum was financed by loitery, and I
challenge them to deny that statement—the
British Museum was financed by lottery.
England and all the other couniries of the
world are deing it but in Trinidad it seems
to be a crime to do it. You are not robbing
anybody. Yon ane not stealing from anybody.
You are doing what is fair, proper and
legitimate,

You have heard the Minister of State say
that over $30 million passed through the
hands of the bookmakers or pool operators.
What crime is it if Government should get
f10 million out of it? Are they opposing
Government getting $10 million or any part
thereoi# Right now Govemment are getting
§2 million, If they get $2 million why can
they not collect $10 million? And this i
what the Opposition is trying to say. They
are lalking about gambling, Is not bingo
gambling too? Anything with games of
chance is gambling.

Or (ueen Elizabeth IT i the biggest race
herse owner in England. She has the largest
stable. She goes and looks at the horses, or
does she fix the litle thing up teo? The great
Sir Winston Churchill was one of the biggest
horse owners. The preat Mabarajh and
others; and we have here the great Johm
(’Halloran in Trinidad, There is nothing
wrong, Mr. Speaker, in doing this but what
I find is this: therc was a commission of
inquiry into the horse racing industry in
Trinidad, While we have not got many great
people, we have people from all walks of
life who take part in horse racing, Did these
gentlemen try to find oot how much money
was owed to the Government, and is owed
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by the Arima Turf Club? I gave evidence
and it was over §1 million, but do you want
that money to remain there and the Govern-
ment mot to do something about it?

Mr. Speaker, 1 want to make my position
clear on this matter, I had no intention of
generating any heat, I wanted to be as
simple as possible. They had an opportunity
to go before the Commissioner of Inguiry
and speak if they had the presence of mind
to do so. And that was the place where they
ought to have gone and air their views, They
did not even send a memorandum and say
whether they were against it, or the law was
against it or whether they had any reserva-
tions, Mr. Speaker, they could have moved
an amendment but they did not even do that.

I am wvery somy that I had to take up
sp moch tHme. I do have much more to say
but 1 will pot burden this House beyond
6 o'clock because [ know the Minister of
State will have to reply. 1 woold just like
to say these few words. Certain people may
be against gambling in public, bat they do
it in private. Some people practise morality
in public, but they are immoral in the dack.
May I say this, Mr, Speaker, I would rather
stand up before the guillotine in the presence
of the public and stand the consequences of
it than to shirk the responsibility that T have
before me.

1 say finally, Mr. Baksh made his maiden
speech this afternoon with both elegance and
eloquence, and it is a crime in my opinion
to have & man like him, a young man like
him, for sixteen to seventeen months sitting
in Parliament without giving him an oppor-
tunity to express his true feelings, and above
all to show the benefit of his expetience. He
has heen denied that, but [ do hope some
wisdom will prevail and they will give Hlﬁa
young gentleman the necessary pefmission
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he deserves and let him go abead cracking
the whip as fast a3 be can,

The Minister of State in the Ministry of
Finance, Planning and Development {Hon.
F. C. Prevatt) @ Mr. Speaker, when I
presented the Eill to the House I did moet
suspect that o much heat wonld have been
generated, especially as T had taken pains
to explain what I thought were the main
features of the Bill

I had taken pains to point out that the
Government side naderstood that there were
certain objections not only to the lettery as
a whale but to gambling in general, and the
basiz of these objections. And I think that
we should tell hon, Members opposite that
we recognize that in any society, there will
hardly ever be tofal agreement on any matter
whatever.

What we said wag that the majority of
the people in onr society gamble. We did not®
suggest that all the peopla in the society
gamble, What we said was that the majority
of the people in the country have no objec-
tion to a lottery, We did not mean to suggest
that everybody wanted the lottery.

It is not the intention of the Government
to force anybody to buy any lottery ticket.
The position will be just as it has always
been in respect to our swespstake which has
been well known in the country for several
years. They are put up for sale and you
may buy one. If you have any cbjections,
religious or otherwise, you just do not bay.

We do not think that in any society such
as ours it would be the thing to prevent the
entire spclety from doing what any ome
section does not want to do.

1 we were to proceed on that basis, it
would be quite possible that we would be
forced to prevent the whole sockety from
eating meat or even pork, or from going to
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church ¢n Saturdays or fromn doing some
other thing which certain sections feel that
they want to do or not to do.

5.40 p.m.

So that we cannot in these days proceed
on the basis that we should force any
minority group to do what the majority wants
to do or to foree the majority to do or not
to do something just because of the minerity.
What we do is, we pass our laws on the basis
of what the majority thinks should be done.
So far as possible we always make sare that
nobody is forced to do that which he does
not wish to do, provided at all times that
nobody iz permitted to do something which
is against the interest of the state or the
majority of the people compeising that state,
We have heard much rthetorics, which as
thetorics are to be admired. The problem we
face, however, is that much of (his evening’s
thetoric had no real relevance to the Bill
before the House. Those points which were
really worthy of answer were randled com-
prehensively by the Minister of Indusiry and
Commerce, and I would wish merely to refer
to the point which was made by mere than
one hon. Member s regards seetion 20 and
30 of the Bill.

In section 28 provision is made merely for
the conducting of legal proceeding on behalf
of the board. This has nothing to do with
legal proceedings against the heard. The
position there will remain as it now is
against any other hoard, This merely says
who will act if the board institutes legal
proceedings. As regards soction 30, perbapa
there has been some misonderstending,
Section 30 refers only to unclaimed moneys
which has nothing at all to do with disputes
for prize money.,
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Section 30 (1) says:

“All moneys in respect of the winnings
in any national lottery that remains unpaid
to the winper thereof at the end of one
year after the declaration of the results of
sech lottery shall be paid over to the
Treasury by the Board."

Subgection (2) says what the Minister may
do with that money. Thet i3 not meney in
dispite; that is money, unclaimed winnings,
placed in the Treasury one year after the
declaration of resulls. If someone comes in
and makes 2 claim after that money poes
into the Treasury, it is only in those circum-
stanges that the Minister shall, on presenta-
tion of proof to his satisfaction by the winner
of any soch moneys that such winner is
entitled to the moneys—he shall then author-
ize the payment and distribution to the man
out of the moneys held in the Treasury. So
that T myself was a little disappointed that
my legal Friends on the other side did not
get the paint. It scems to me that if one reads
section 30 (1} one will see that (2), (3) and
i4) follow as a recult, and this misunderstand-
ing should not have arisen,

Besides these points I do not think it is
necessary for me to keep the House any
longer on this Bill, The other arpuments
which were mades were irrelevant to the fssus,
I do not wish to keep the House any longer.

Quesiion put and agreed fo,
Bill accordingly read a Second lime.

Bill committed 1o g Commities of the whols
House,

House in Commrifiee,

Clauses 1 to 19 ordered fo stand part of
the Bill,

Clause 20
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Mr. Prevatt: Mr. Chairman, T beg to
mave the following amendments to clause 20;
(i) Insert the words “‘from time to time"’
between the words "“Fund' and
“snch™ appearing in line two there.

of;

(i) Delete the word “‘amount’” appear-
ing in line two thereof, and substi-
tute therefore the word “amounts'

(iii) Insert the worde "in the aggregate”
between the words “exceeding’ and
“Bve"” appeating in line two there-

(iv) Delete the words "'the first” appear.
ing in line five therenf; and

() Delete the word “lottery™ appear-
ing in line five thereof, and substi-
tute therefore the word “lotteries™.

Question put and agreed lo,

Clause 20, s amended, ordered fo stand
fart of the Bill.

Clauses 21 to 33 ordered o stand fart of
ihe Bl

Question put and agreed o, Thal the Bill
be reparted to the Houss,

House resumed,

Bill reported, with amendments; read the
Thivd time and passed,

INVESTMENT DISPUTES AWARDS
({ENFORCEMENT) BILL

Order for Second reading read.

The Minister of State in the Ministry of
Finance (Hon. F. C. Prevatt): Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move,

That a Bill to make provisions in rela-
tion to the enforcement of awards in
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certain investment disputes, be now read
a Second time,

5.60 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, the background to this Bill
ig bricfly as follows. For a long time the
international community has been trying to
devise ways and means for encouraging the
free flow of private investment funds, par-
ticularly from developed countries to the
developing countries. Various measures have
been adopted and a number of bilateral
agreements have been concluded which have
&5 their purpose the validation of investment
flows between countries and particalarly
between the developed and developing
countries,

One of the thorny points which have eften
cansed conflict between states is the fact that
in certain instances disputes arise between
a foreign investor and the country in which
the investment is located, Many of these
disputes have taken a long time to be
tesolved and, in certain instances, the resolu-
tion of the disputes has not been particularly
happy. This staie of affairs hag naturally
had the adverse effect of discouraging the
fiow of investment funds, and the countries
which have suffered have not only been
those in which the disputes took place but
also these which did not encounter snch dis-
putes, It was clear that a muolti-infernational
institution was necessary.

After extensive discussions an  Inter-
national Centre was set up for the Settlement
of Investment Disputes was catablished as
part of the international machinery, with
keadquarters at the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development. The pur-
pose of this Centre, as recorded in the
Articles of Establishment, is—and I quote:

.+ . to provide facilities for conciliation



1309

Investment Disputes
[Ma. F. C. PREVATT]

and arbitration of investment disputes

between Contracting States and nationals

af other Contracting Slates in accordance
with the provisions of this Comvention."”

Trinidad and Tobago signed the Conven-
tion on the Sattlement of Investment Disputes
in 1066 and deposited an instrument of
ratification with the International Ceatre for
the Settement of Investment Disputes early
in 1967. This couniry is, therefore, Dow
representsd on the goveming body of the
Centte and it is necessary to ensare that the
instruments and institutions in this country
are such as to facilitate Trinided and
Tobago's effective participation in this inter-
national mechanism.

The Centre has a number of organs
designed to facilitate the settlement of
investment disputes incloding provision for
arbitration. The guestion therefore arises ag
to the instruments aveilable in thiz country
to give effect to any award made by a
tribunal involving this couniry. This pro-
vision e the rationale of the present Bill

The procedure for initiating arbitration
thraugh the Centre is set down in Article 38
of the Articles of Agreement establishing the
Centre, and this provides as follows:

(1) Any Cootracting State or any
national of a Contracting State wishing
to institute arbitration proceedings shall
address a request to that effect in writing
to the Secretary-General who shall send a
copy of the request to the other party.

{2} The request shell contain informa-
tion concerning the issues in dispute, the
identity of the parties and their consent
to arbitration in accordance with the rules
of procedure for the institution of concilia-
tion and arbitration proceedings.

(3) The Secretary-General shall register
the request unless he finds, on the basis
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of the information contained in the request,

that the dispute is manifestly outside the

jurizdiction of the Centre, He shall forth-
with notify the parties of registration or
refusal to register.

Under the provision of Article 54 (2) of
the Convention a party seeking recognition
or enforcement of an arbitral award in the
territories of a Contracting State shall farnish
to a competent court of other authority
which such state shall have designated for
this purpose & copy of the award certified
by the Secretary-General. Each Contracting
State shall inform the Secretary-Geperal of
the designation of the competent court or
other anthority for this purpose or of any
subsequent change in the designation,

Being a signatory of the Convention for
the Settlement of Investment Disputes, it
becomes necessary for this country, by
legislation, to designate a court for the
purpose of enforcing an arbitral award made
by a tribunal set up under the Articles of
Agreement, and in this Bill provision is
made for the designation of the High Coarl
of Trinidad and Tobago to be the court for
the purpose of enforcing such an eward,

Mr. Speaker, it iz most unlikely that
Trinidad and Tobago will ever have to
resort to this international instroment. Our
relationship with foreign investment is besed
on frank and fruitful co-operation in attain-
ing national objectives =and aspirations.
Nevertheless, the present Bill seeks to fulfl
an obligation which Trinidad and Tobago
assttmed when, in the interest of encouraging
and facilitating the development of this
country, it became a signatory to the Con-
vention on the Settlement of International
Disputes. It is the only reason for the
presentation of this Bill to this honourable
Houge.
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Mr. Speaker, I beg to move.
Question proposed.

Question pué and agreed lo.

Bill accordingly vead a Second time,

Bill committed to a Commiiiee of the
tehaole Honse,

House in Commities,

Clauses 1 to 5 ordeved to stand part of
the Bl
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Question pud and agreed o, That the Bill
be reported to the Hoose.

House reswmed.
Bill reporied, without amendment; read
the Third time and passed,

Motion made and Question froposed, That
the House do now adjounrn o Friday, 16th

July, 1968, at 1.30 pm.—[Hon. 4. G.
Montano].

Question put and agreed o,

Adjourned at 5.59 p.m,



