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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Members Welcomed

Mr, Speaker: Hon, Members, [ want
o take this opportunity to welcome back
o diz hon, Honse, Mr, Stephen Mahara]
o Mr. Cecil Alexander, They have done
ieir best i contributing towards the new
pion that we are going to enter. In
Ir, Stephen Maharaj we will expect a
jore wature parliamentarian, and in the
e of Mr. Cecil Alexander somebody
o will have the honour to succeed the

peaker.
Hon. Memberas: “Hear, Hear™.

Trinidad and Tobags Society For
Rebabilitation Of The Disabled Bill

Select Committee Report

Mr. J. A. Jamadar: Mr. Speaker, T
e the honour to present the Report
fthe Select Committee of this House
omted to consider and report on a
fivate Bill entitled “An Act for the
irweporation of the Trinidad and Tobago
weiety for the Rehabilitation of the
Ysabled™ and to move that it be printed
‘2 House Paper,

Ouestion put and agreed to.

BILLS PRESENTED
Savings Bonds Bill

Bill to authorise the issue of Saving
s and to declare the terms and con-
ition applicable thereto and to provide
" the rights and securities of the holders
ool presented by the Minister of
nce: read the First time,

HOUSING BILL
Order for Second reading read.

Mr. Granado: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
fove,

That 2 Bill entitle An Act (o create
a NMational Houwsing Authority to
replace  existing  statutory  bodies
dealing with housing, and to revise,
consolidate and extend the laws
relating to the encouragement of
construction of dwelling houses, and
home ownership and for matters
incidental thereto, be now read a
Second time,

The bringing of this Bill to this House
for Second reading marks the culmination
of efforts ever since 1956 to give effect to
a promise which was made by the Party
to which T have the honour to belong, in
the Election of 1956. The purpose of this
Bill, Mr, Speaker, is to bring under cne
administration all the various functions
of existing housing authorities, to estab-
lish a housing authority to deal more
effectively with the many phases of
housing and to provide new forms of
enconragement for the construction and
repair of houses, the construction of
rental projects and low-rental accommo-
dation as may be required in the Terri.
tory, In these respects, the provisions are
taken from existing legizlation and from
legislation elsewhere, The slum clearance
provisions which were administered by
the Planning and Housing Commission
will be placed under the administration
of the National Housing Authority
responsible to the Minister of Housing,

At present, Mr. Speaker, there are thres
separate anthorities dealing with housing,
First of all, we hive the Planning and
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Hoosing Commission which operates the
Slum Clearanee and Heosing Ordinance
Ch, 27, No. 2, the Slnm Clearance and
Housing Temporary Provisions Ch. 2, No.
06, There s the Public Honsing Leans
Board which operates under the Public
Housing Lioans Ordinanee, Ch, 30, No. 55,
There is the Govermunent Hounsing Loans
DBoard operating under the Government
Honsing Loans Ordinanee Ch. &, No. 11
Then thers is  the Dwellimg House
Enconpragement of Constroetion  Oredi-
wanee, Ch, 17, Ne 53 ms amended by
Oedinaves No, 23 of 1960, There iz alzo,
ile. Speaker, the Ribbon Development
Ordinanes, Ch. 60, No. 2 which is adminis-
teredl by the Planning and Housing
Commission, It heas been told to me by
the legal authorities that in accordamee
with the Interpretation Aet, the guestion
of the Ribbon Developrment Ordinance
will be fully taken ¢are of under the new
anthority, The functions of the Planning
and Housing Commission, Mr, Speaker,
are adequately stated in the Slum
Clearance and Housing Ordinance at page
B09, Beetion &, which reads as Tollows:

“The doty of careying out the
provisions of this Ovdinanee, includ-
ing the housing of persons of the
working classes, the acquizition,
reconstraetion and mavarement of
slum elearance areas and redevelop-
ment areas, the improvement of un-
healthy areas, the repair or demolition
of insanitary dwellings, the due
execution and enforcement of any
scheme in aceordance with this Ordi-
nanee  and  for  other  purposes
connestad with the matiers aforesaid
as provided by this Oedinanee, shall
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(subject to the limitations apg fup.

ditions ]mremi.he-rh eontained) §,

vested in the Flanning and Housig,

Commission of Trinidad and Tohagy
The Planning and Hensing Commisg
Mr. Spealker, is constituted of & Chairmg,
anid ten other members. Thiz 8 fogy
at page BO4, section 5 of the My
Clearanes and Housing Ordinanee,

The Public Hoosing Loans Board fe.

tions under the Poblie Housing Lows
Ordinance and its functions are seen o
page o, sestion 15 subsection (1) which
reads as follows:

“Hubjest to the provisiens of (s
Ordinanee and of any regulitions
therenmider the Board may, in &
absoluie diseretion, malke s loga b
any person for all or any of th
following objects =—

(&) The acquisition of & honse ani

land for use by him a3 o e
dence for himself and B
famly.

(b} The mequisition of land asd

the ereetion thereon by him o
& house for use av aforestid

{¢) The ersction on land held b
him of & house for use as aler
aaid,

{d) Btruetoral repairs 10 é
improvement of a hounse U
as aforesaid.

Thirdly, there is the ﬂmm“’:
Housing Loans Hoard functionisg ®
indieated befors, under the ﬂmrum*ﬁ
Hounsing Lioana Ordinanes, Ch. 30, m“'m
at page 121, sestion 12, Part . It .
he seon that the objeets of this Raard

1idi
Il.rﬂ‘lﬂl"ly .IIJ'HII

gunernlly gimilar to those of the Publie
fsusing Loans Board and therefore it
s pot. mecessary for me to recite them
pere, The constitution of the Public
fiousing Lioans Board iz that of a
(pairman 8nd not less than seven mems-
prs, while the Government Housing
Loaps Board provides for o Chairman and
pot bess than five, It will be seen, there-
fors, Mr. Bpeaker, that the three Boards
porssitate something like 28 persons to
yperate Ehem which in the opinion of all
interested persens is a considerable waste.
It i to be noted in the Bill before this
Hause today, all the provisions that are
wotainsd in the Publie Heusing Loans
Beard amd in the Government Housing
laens Board are taken care of and are
u fact incorporated in the new poliog,
rieept that there are a few minor changes
mide bere and there chiefly for the pur-
1 of elarity and aleo for tidying up
e langnage and o0 om,

There will be seen on page 11 of the Public
lousing Loans Board Ordinance, section
% me of the minor changes which [ just
Bllicgted : gection 28 states—"Any sale
b the Board of land or building on whiczh
lbere is & charge in favour of the Board
Wy be by public auction condusted by
tbe Crown Solicitor.” The new Bill, M.
Weaker, mokes it possible for disposal
" those houses by other means consistent
'”'51 o warranted by, the elreumstances
Waining at the time.

I will be ghserved alse that in the new
the funetions of the Authority are
to be similar to those obtaining at
E“‘M; end all that has happened is that
"ords “for himself and family,” hawve
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been added, making it guite clear that
Government's incentives in regard to
Government's projests in the fisld of hous-
ing are intended to assist those persons
who do not intend te build heuses with
Government aid on the pretext that they
are for themselves and then speculate on

them.

It will also be noted, Mr, Speaker, that
in the new Bill there is no special pro-
vision for Government officers, as guch,
g8 wa have now in the Covernment
Housing Lioans Ordinance. The intention
is not to place Government offieers in an
invidions position, or to throw them {o
the wolves; the intention is—and we have
been told that this is the morve expedi-

tions way of doing it—to desl with the
question under the ragUIEtoms whish are

going to be made after the promulgation
of thiz partieular Act,

Then we bhave the new parts of this
Bill—=Parts IV, V and VI. As T ekip to
Farte IV, V and VI, you will gather that
Parts 1, IT and IIT deal speeifically with
the meorporation of the existing legisla-
tion and, as indicated before, with the
amendments, changes, and tidying up, as
indicated. TE we look at Part IV, for
instance, on page 15, we will see that this
Part provides an additional incentive to
attract large scale investment in multiple
rental ascommodation that wonld be
privately owned and mansged.

This Part deals with houses for rental
purposes which are not now coversd by
any existing ordinance. As it is felt to
be anlikely that Part IT provides
suffeient incentives for thiv purpose, this
Part wonld give an incentive by way of
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guargntes of rental vevenues for & flzed
period upon payment of an insurance fed,
This provision is complementary fo thie
guarantee of the invested mortgage funds
under Part 11 and is intended to give some
protection to the rental operation against
fluctuations in the eeomomy or in rental
demand. To illustrate the point, Mr.
Hpeaker, you will observe at section 42
(1) (2), it is stated as follows:—

s@ubject to this Part, the DMinister
may enter into any contracts with
builders to guarantee, in considera-
tion of the payment specified in
section 37, an annnal retaen of
rentaly from rental housing pro-
jeots after completion thereof of an

amouni to be determined by the
mimater, for a total period not

exeeeding thirty years”

And as we go over to the other page,
subsestion (2) saye:—

“The Minister may give to & builder
an nndertaking that the Minister
will enter into a contract with the
builder under subsection {13 if the
buildar builds a rental housing pro-
jeet in aceordanes with this Part.”

It will be seen however, Mr. Speaker, that
there are certain safervards iniroduvced
in section 37 as follows:—

“The terms of the contraci entered into
nnder section 85 shall provide...” and
the safeguards are indicated there.

In the fivst three years after constrne-
tion of & multiple rental projeet, it wonld
be intended that the guaranieed rentals
be fized by agrecment betwesn  the
Minkster and the owner, Thereafter, the
rent should be free fo follow market
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trends. The fixing of renks for thy,
years is a means of travsition from |,
rents to ceonomic rents. This Pary, y;
Bpenker, is intended to atirach invesy,
to inveat in rental houses by privg,
capital o the medium and low upp,
IOl Eronpe.

1 refer you now to Part V of the Bj
on page 17: Part V deals with low reaial
housing projeets. This Part is compls
mentary to Part LD aod will provid
anthority for direct losns for the cms
trustion of lew rental housing projeis
The Minister would be empowersld to lod
up to B0 per cent. of the value of & bs
rental housing project at a favourable—
note the word, Mr. Speaker, *Tavourabl’
—ritle of interest to aghieve lower renfals
In retors, the entreprensur  woul
require to hold and manage the et
properties, with earnings and dividesd
limnited to & peresntage of returns that oo
lower than the eote oblainable from fm
market operations. The combination o
low interest rates and low retaras on i
vestiments, with exoess revennes g
used for the purpese of further veducie
rents, is intended to prodies a mueh W
vental range than would ofherwis be
possible, and thos meet the needs # 4
mueh lower ineome gronp.

This s illustrated, Mv. Speaket .":
pages 17 and 18, seetions 40 and 41, whit
read as follows :—

“40. For the purpoeses of thi llﬂ:
the Minister may approve 9 ‘r
approved homsing  company o
company  ineorporated 19 m:
teuet, hold and manage o ]ﬂ'ﬁ"lml

honsing project if the di'nlﬂi
pavible by the company &0 lim

18
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by the terms of an agresment with
il Ministor to an annual percen-
tage not in excess of an anoual per-
centage preseribed by the Minister,”

nil over the page, Beetion 41—

“41, (1) The Minister may make a

loan to an approved housiug com-
pany for the purpose of assisting
in the construction of & low-rental
housing project, or in the purehase
of existing buildings and the land
apop which they are sitnated and
their conversion inte a lew-rental
housing project.

48] A lean made under the
authority of this section shall bear
interest at a rate preseribed by the
Minister, shall not exesed ninety
por eent. of the lending value of the
project, shall be for a term not
exeeeding the useful life of the
project to be fixed by the Minister
and in any case not exceeding fifty
vears from the date of eompletion
of the project and shall bs seeured
by a first charge upon the project
in favour of the Minister.

120 pum.

It is not antieipated that this Part will
8ve wuch appesl to the average
Peealative builder or investor. It may
Peove here, as it has elsewhers, to be use-
fil in attracting special groups of vitizens
10 enter the honsing fields, for instance,
the trade mmions, that are now speaking
ihont. buflding houses or embarking on

ing projects for their members and
Pasibly Joeal firme that intend to build
for pentul for their employees. In

"o voumiry, at least, legislation of fhis
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type has resulted in aehisving consider-
able low rental housing for the elderly
citigen and other special classes.

Part VI, on page 21 of the Bill, deals
with Home Improvement Loaus. [t will
be geen on & perusal of this Fart, what
the intention is. The present legislation
in this Territory suthorises the granting
of loans from the Government for the
repair and modernisation of existing
houses, The intemtion 13 that the
Govermment should withdraw from this
field and enconrage lending institations to
fill the mneed for IHome Improvement
available for the construction of houses,
The upkesp, improvemant and repair of
& home is a short term problem, and it
is considered that normally 1t should be
finaneed out of income or from personal
respurces. Lending  instiintions  are
menerally over-cantious in the matier of
short term loans for these purposes, since
the amounts wsmally exceed the normal
limits from personal accommodation loans
and the security offered, naually a second
morigage charge, is nmsatlsfactory, This
is illustrated at section 43 on page 21 of
the Bill, Bection 48 states as follows:

“The Minister shall, subject to this
saction, and sections 48 and 47 pay
to & bank or tc an approved eredit
agency the amount of loss sustained
by it as & result of & home improve-
ment loan, if

{a} the loan was made pursuant to
an application in the form
preseribed, signed by  the
borrower, stating the purposs
for which the proceeds of the
loan were to be ¢xpended;
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(b} the application stated that the
horrower was the owner of the
home in respect of which the
loan wag to be expended;

This Part would provide encouragement
for banks and other approved lenders to
malke loams to home owners for home
improvements in retorn for & Govern-
ment guarantes against defanit. A nor-
mal preminm will be payable by the home
owner at his convemicnes,  This, there-
fore, takes acemmt of the new provisions
of this Bill, in 'se far as Parts IV, V and
VI are concerned.

It will be observed that Part VII on
page 27 s ewtitled “Transitional and
(zeneral Provisions." [ do nol intend to
waste the time of the House in going
throngh the merite or demerits of this
particular Part, because [ am gquite sure
that is so very sell-gvident,

I cefer the House, however, to page 33
which deals with the First Scheduols. It
will be noted that the Fnet Schedule
purports to deal with the income tax
exemptions, and as we vead further, other
tax exemptions, Lest there be any query
as £o the reason for this type of dralting,
let me malkes it clear vight at this joncture
that this was put here az a seheduls for
the purposes of convenience. It is
intended to amend the existing Income
Tax Ordinance which I think iz now
called the Income Tax Aet, and rather
than bring this as an amendment to the
In¢ome Tax Law, at this time, which
would savour of pieceamenl amendments,
this was put here &% a scheduls intending
that when the comprehensive revision of
the Tneome Tax laws are brought to this
House, this Schedule will be incorporated
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as part of that law. At the sume gy,
it would make quite convenient for py.
sons perusing this Housing Act whey j
is so enneted, because they would hgr,
thiz Hehedule a: & ready souwrne I:IE
reference instead of having to go 1o LiTLe
ather volome for it

It will be observed, also, that thery i
& Seeond Sehedule on page 37, This 3
intended to tele care of those aspects of
the Slom Clearance and Homsing Ag
which are now administared by the Pley.
ning and Housing Commission, but whish
will be administered by the Nation
Honsing  Authority when it is formsd,

The Third Sehedule s quite self
explanatery. I do not have to go i
thet Mr, Speaker,

I should just like to mention &t this
juncture thet we had recelved a series
of represemtationd on thiz Bill from e
number of persons and orgaoisations
which T do not intend to idenfify at thit
stage, all with the view to talking speciil
care of partienlar aspects which the indk
vidual or the firm thought would afed
that individual or that firm and also with?
view {o-—especially in the First Bchedelt
—miking amending procedures [
sumhbersome and less onerous,  The repre
sentations recelved, have roceived at 0UF
hands—the hands of the Ministry ad
of the Cabinet—the closest seriting and
the minatest consideration and I am ""Im"
happy at this stage to say thet all part®
all persons, and groups of persons ¥
made representations on this Bill, be™
in some way or the other sxpressed si%
faction with what i now before Ithﬂ
House. T have pleasurs in movinl i,

[k
I||-I.|" j|lllj I.I |U IIII‘I

-.‘_l.'-lrm'ml profosed.

Me. P. Farquhar: Mr. Speaker, [ want
i congratulate the Minister of Health and
fousing for bringing this very compre-
pensive and powerful piese of legislation
before ug, and I alse want Lo congratulate
Jim for his admirable presentation of the
prin provisions of the Bill, although I
Jiad hoped that I would have heard some
pplanation of what 1% contained in the
Fist Sehednle. T shall say something
ihont that later, and no doubt the Minis-
wr will be helpfol in giving us the
explanation when he replies to the debate,

This Bill & doing something which we
o this side of the House consider to be
ihsolutely neeessary; it is consolidating
the verioug honsing authorities into one
utharity, and we hope that with this
usoliation  some  coherent  housing
Plisy may emerge. But more than co-
winating the various housing authori-
tem, this Bill iz also in ling with the
ilu:mﬁn legislation in other flelds which
5 itended to stimolate the economic
imelopment of the Territory in partieular
s, and there is no doubt that the field
-x!ihnnainq- ig ome where thers iz great
Bl for soma type of ineentive,

The Bill, a it stands, gives the Minister
i the Housing Autherity eonsiderable
Miers; powers which if effectively used
'8, we hope, lead to 8 stimulation in the
'ﬁ."liﬂg of low rental houges; gomething
Hhih think is absolutely necessary if
" housing problem is to be solved. The
il provides the Housing Authority with
JDecpsrury machinery; it gives the
a lBter the necessary powers, but we
U 16 point out from this side of the
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House that while we are in entire agree-
ment with the powers that are granted
to Ministers under this incentive legis-
lation, similar to the powers which are
granted in other Gelds under the Aid-to-
Pioneer Indnstries Ordinances—we are in
agreement with the gemeral whjects of
these—nevertheless, wa are nol in AETED-
ment with the applieation of these Aote

As & matter of fact, from our ohscrva-
tion of the application of the Aid-to-
Picneer Industries Ordinance, we find that
it is mot in fact folfilling the functions
for whieh it was intended. The object,
as | understand it, of the Aid-to-Pioneer
Tudustrivs Ordinance is to provide incen-
tives for local industry to develop on the
lings which the Government think sre
necessary and desirable for the gemeral
veonomic development of the country.
Yon want to stimulate losal industry 8o
that ths ecomomy of Trinided and
Tobago may thenceforth move forward
under its own steam.

You do not expect that this type of
legislation is going to be a permanent
featore of your economic policy. You
hope that, after the negessary incentives
have heen given to loeal industry, within
a peried of years local industry will have
developed to the point where such incen-
tive legislation will not be neesssary. But
what has happened in the application of
this Ald-to-Fioneer Industries Ordinancs?
You will find that the majority of the
firms which have benefited from this
pionesr status are not local firms at all,
but foreign firms, and I have already
suggested on another oceasion that in
many cases they are foreign firms which
neither deserve nor need this type of in-
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poutive. On the other haud the lozal
industries which should be getting assis-
tance from this type of legislation are
nol getting it, so that the objest of the
legislation is not being achioved.

We are nol building up in this country
lpval enterprise eveniually to take over
and provide for this comntry all the
industries and projects which it requires.
W, apparently if this type of polivy 1s
sontinued, shall have to look forward
forever to our lozal industries languish-
ing, as they are languishing new, while
bip foreign coneerng enme in here and
get a lot of benefits under our pioneer
legislation, which they do not need.

This | fear is what s likely to happes
when this ineentive legislation with
regard to housing comes iule  foree
Mready we are able o see the trend of
Government policy in this matter of
howsing,  What are the projests that they
are interested in supporting? Theoy are
the big multi-millien dollar projects.
What are the firms that they are
interpated in helpingt They arc the big
mlti-million dollar organsiations,

This Bill, Me, Speaker, gives the Minis-
ter considerable powers by which he can
assist those companies, those firms whom
he wants to assist. Took at clause 40 of
the Bill on page 17:—

“For the purposes of this Part the
Minister @may approve 88 &0
approved  housing  company any
company ineorporated to constract,
hold and manage & low-rental hons-
ing project if the dividends pay-
able by the eompany are lmited
by the terms of an agreement with
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the Minister to an aunusl pery,.
tage not in execss of An anngy
pereentage  preseribed by g,
Minister,"

‘The Mimister may also, under Clause 4,
make loans to approved housing eomp.
nies, What are the companies thag gy
likely to benefit from this type of leg
lation? What are the cotopanies that the
Minister is likely to approve as housig
companles for the purposes of this Bille
What are the companies that th
Minister is likely to undertake to lesd
money b

In every case, if the present poliy s
pursned, the Minister will be coddling (b
large foreipn housing companis Wl
come hera beeanse they see the possibiliy
of making some money, The Goven
ment iz prepared to take a great deal o
the trouble off their shoulders; tit
Government is prepared to give them
guarantees; the Government is prepared
to give them loans. In other wonds, th
Government is putting forward all i
ineentive legislation for the benefit .if
these large multi-million dollar companic
who are going to eome here and are g9
to be allowed to make such dividends #
the Minister may preseribe,

" Wow, how do we know what prodls
thess companies may or may not usakt!
How do we know what profits, what h‘ﬂl
of profits the Minister may or may I
preseribe? The whole question of '
housing industey here, the bm "’B
industry on the whole, is one ﬂﬁlﬂ'ﬂl‘
showing & very dangerons trend. lf
in reeent times we find that, et ©°
with our housing companics, but that L

jat
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sonst Pt Jobe ave being undertaken by
poreign coneerns when there are local
ameetnin which are  quite capable of
r.l.l'l':"i”».'-.' FELTL the jﬂb.

Mot only are building contracts given
i inpompoteni—and this has beer proved,
it is not necessary 1o guote eases—Iloreign
pwpanies i preference to local compa-
pies, bul the same preference hias been
asiven with the architecis.

L#t us look at some of the big projects
of this presemt Government, and lest ns
lwk at the architects that hawe been
respomsible  for them. The Maternity
fentral Block; Architects, Deversux &
[avies, foreign, Nueses Hostel, General
Hespital, San Fernando; Architects,
Devervux & Duavies, forelgn. Maternity
Unit, Distriet Hospital, Couva; Arehi-
teets, Deversnx & Davies, foreign, Mental
Hospital, St Ann's; Architests, Deversnx
&t Davies, foreign, Maternity TUmit,
Distriet Hospital, Ariwa; Deversux &
Davies, foreign.

OF wourse, the simple answer, Messos,
Devorenx & Davies are experts in this
Mrticnlar type of constroetion; fair
mough, But, if every job of any size
that the Government has to offer is given
o Mezsrs, Deversux & Davies, how ars
¥ ever jn this eountry to develop
Aperts of our ownin this field? Does the
Bovernment intend that Messrs, Devereux
k Daviey are to have permanant MoRo-
Maly over the construetion of hospitals in
hiv coyntry?  How do you know that
e are no loeal avehiteets eompetent
" design loeal hospitals? How do you

e it yon do not give them an
Iportunity 1
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Thiz i& a country which iz supposed to
be moving into independense. We say
that we canmot give our important
hospital projests to loeal arehitects
beeanse these lucal architeets are untried;

we must therefore go to foreign speeial-
iuts,

Mr, Bpeaker, in 1936, the people of
Trinidad and Tobago clected & Govern-
ment of this country, and as far as I am
aware the people who were then eleoted
bad wever had the opportunity of show-
ing any expertise in ministerial matters
end in governmental matters, They had
never demonstrated to anybody that they
were experts but this eountry thought fit
—and evidently the Government of this
country, the prescat Government, agrees
with them,—that these people shonld be
given the opportunity to prove to ua that
they were axperts in this fleld. In giler
wards, ¥ou are prepared to give the
Govermment of the country to people who
are untried, but you cannot allow an
architect to bnild a hospital becanse he

has never apparently built & big hospital
before,

May I ask how does an  arvhiteet
get his first job unless somebody is pre-
pared to give him a try, and how arg onr
loca]l architects going to get that try if
i own (Government is not preparad to
do anything for them? May I say it goes
even further. When we got to the Uni-
versity College of the West Indies build-
ing a Paculty of Engineering up the road
thers, whom do they get? Measrs,
Norman and Dawbarn, Thers are no
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grehiteets in the eitire West Indies con-
sidered good enough to do anything in
tha building of a Faculty of Engineering
—their own University. The coutract has
to go to Norman and Dawbarn.

Mr. Spesaker, this, may 1 say, is an
indieation of a trend, & type of thinking,
and if you look at it you will see that it
cuters into every facet of Government
policy. If you lools, Me. Bpealcer, at the
junleting tours that were taken alter the
Independenes  Conference to  various
eountries of the world the implization is,
that If we are going 10 lejrn any-
thing i Trwidad, i we are to do
anything, we have got to go to Germany
ta pet wdviee; we have got to go to
[srael; we have got to go to Switzerland,
I do not kuow what the Bwiss are going
to teach us, Mr. Bpealker. Wa have got
to go lo Franee to get advice. This is a
pountry which 15 supposad to become
independent, and yet still & Government
cane eome back and say that it has
travelled all over the world to get advies.
They went to Twndia some time ago and
they have not even told os what adviee
they mot there, and whether they are
geing to Tollow the advice or not. In
offier words, there are experts in every
conntey in the world exeept Trinidad and
Tobago. Well, Mr. Speaker, if the
Government believes that, T do not
believe it myself. If there are no experts
apparently the only expertise that we have
in this eowitry are expertise in Govern.
ment displayed by the Gentlemen oppo-
site. In every other flald this Govern-
ment finds it neeessary to seek foreign
assistanes and foreign technieal help,
when it is obvions to anyvbody that
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foreigners really do nob give a dumy 5
what is going on in Trinidad and Tq'ham
If you have got = foreign company i,
come hers to talke part in housing, why
do they come here? Simply because they
sez Bn opportunity for making meney,
They do not give a damn what i3 to byp
pen to Trinidad and ‘Tobago, but, Mr
Bpealeer, if you have got & local company
here—peopls  coneerned in a Houwsing
company—uot enly do they want to maks
money but they have got to live here, In
other words, the envirooment that =
ereated in Trinidad and Tobage mean
something to them. Whether Trinidad
and Tobago goes up or down means some
thing to them becanse this 18 their lose
The type of buildings that we have in this
country means something to the peopl
who have to live here, who have to look
at the buildings and who heve to use the
buildings, but you being a buneh of
foreigners to put np buildings here; thay
do not have to live in them nor de they
have to look at them, They can put up
the biggest horroes, and as long o3 they
malke money that iz guite all vight as far
as they are eoncerned. Theose are the
people, BMr. Speaker, that this Gover-

ment is mterested in assisting.

Wow, Mr. Bpeaker, lot me turn to the
provigions of the First Sehedule of this Bill
which the Minister passed over witbeut
any explanation, Thers are some provl:
sions liers on which T should like to hav!
seme cxplanation. If we look &t 185,
subsection (2) paragraph (b}, we find:

“Preminm snd rents derived %
the letting of any newly wm‘tﬂﬂ‘d
houkes of the class speeified in seci®
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1R by any person registered in the
preseribed manner as & trader in
houses of that elass”

These ara the peopls who are going to
jualify for exemption,
“. . .any person registered in the
preseribed mennsr as o trader in
heuses of that elass™

And in {2} you find also:

® .. Any person registered in the pre-
gribed manner az & trader in soch
bonses” may also be exempted from tax
ta the *gains or profits derived from the
initial sale of newly constroeted houses,™

If we look at 18D (1) we fimd:

“Nothing in section 18B creates
any exemption from Hability to in-
eome tax in respest of lneome
dorived from the exerelse of the
trade or profession of a builder; and
if a question arises under that
geetion Az to whether any smount
ought properly to be regarded as
profit darived from a transaction of
ealé or as being wholly or in part
atiributable to the exerciss of the
trade or profession of a builder, the
question shall be determined by the
Commissioner,”

M, Bpeaker, when you go to the next
Mge and look at 18D, subsection {13,
Tt find that builders are excluded from
HX exemptions :

“In thiz section ‘builder’ means a
person who builds houses for sale or
for rent®

Kow, T understand what a builder is,
. Bpealcer, and the Schedule goes out
ity way to tell us what & builder is
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It means a person who boilds houses for
sale or remt, Very good. Tt desvribes
people who will mot derive any benefit
from this legislation; but when wo come
to the traders, the people who are going
to devive some benefit, the traders are not
deseribed at all. They do not say what
the term trader means. T do not Jnow
who these traders are or what the Minds-
ter has in mind when he intends to
exemnpt these traders az distinet from
builders. I do not know again what is
the preseribed manner in which thess
traders are to be registored in order to
qualify for these exemptions

First of all, Mr. Speaker, T should be
grateful if the Minister in the course of
his reply would explain to me why
traders should be given exemptions and
builders mot, I heard the Minister say some
time ago that it was not the intention
of the Glovernment to assist peopla whe
merely speculete i housing; they were
interested in people who were building
honses to live in themselves. Ha supgeated
that he was not in favour of speculators.
May 1 ask, Mr. Speaksr, whether
speenluators might not fall into the cless
of traders who are cxempt from tax? As
I say, I do not knew what the intention
iz, but T should like that to be explained,
250 p.m.

Then again 18E: exemption is going
to be given to mpproved mortgage commn-
pany, and we see again that in the case
of companies the tax exemption polisy
ia going to extend to 12 years instead of
the normal ten. Again, Mr, Speaker, 1
should like to know the types of compa-
nies who are likely to be approved
mortgage companies and, alse, 1 should
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like to kmow why it is necessary in the
case of companies to extend the tex
cxemption poliey to 12 years instend of
ten, There must by some explanation for
it and I shonld lke to have it But if
we look at this first Schedule, Amend-
ment to The Ineome Tax Ordinanee, we
find that, with vespect to the people whe
are going to benefit by it, that is, apart
from the persons deseribed i 181 (2) (al,
that is the owner who lives in his own
licuse, the ether peaple, the fraders, the
approved ennpanies who are going to
benefit from this type of legislation, in
every case it is the Minister to determins
whether the company is approved or not;
it & the Mintster to determine whether
the trader should be exempt or not.

Now, this & very wide power and (is-
cretion that we are giving to the Minister
and, as T have pointed out earlicr in the
course of my remarles, the Government
of this country shows a great deal of
tenderness for the people who come from
putside of this eountry, and are not
inclined whatsoever to help the people
within this country. I rather suspect
again that loeal people who may have
interest in this housing development may
find themselves not registered in the
preseribed manner as traders in honscs
of that olass, and therefore not qualified
for such exemption. The vesult may be
that all the approved mortgage companies
which will be exempted, may be companies
eoming from outside of this country.

In short, Mr. Spealoer, our attitude to-
wards this Bill is this; the Bill itself is
an execllent docnment; it provides the
Minister with very wide powers, and §if
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those wide powers are Very wisely ngy
it is very lilely that this Bill will achiwy,
some importanes in the general housyy
sitnation. But we are fearful )y
Bpeaker, that the wide powers thy
are going to be given wunder
provisions of this Bill are not in fag
going to be wisely used; that they are iy
fact going to be wsed in & way whish il
allow foreipn eompanies to make mep
profits in this country than they have sy
right to make, and on the other hand i
would inkibit the development of loeal
people o this very same industrs,
beenuge it is obviena the more busines
that goes to foreign companies, the les
buginess there is for those of ua who hase
been unfortunate enongh to be born and
to reside here, I say unfortunate besius
we do not geem to be given any regard o
all. When there are bonmses to he hamlad
ont and exemptions to be given, it ¥
always people like Texaco and Tate and
Lyle and Thompson and all the rest «f
them. But never any of the names thit
we assoeiate with Trinidad and Tobage
The people of Trinidad and Tobago an
not good enough, apparently, te qnllﬂﬁ'
for the benificence of this Qovernment o
Trinidad and Tobago.

1 hope that the Minister in his "P’J'
will explain to me what is somtained B
this First Sehedule, and I hope thet, B
his own application of this piece of 1%
latiom, he will remove the fenrs whit

nnfortunately we now entertain.

Thank yon very mnch, Mr. Speake®

Mr, Seukeran: I want "“"“ﬂﬂ,ﬂl
with all my heart the Minister of
and Housing, who has brought pef
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ani of the Tt progressive Bills to goume
g this House for a wery long time. 1
ammend it #s & very desivable and very

sive Méasare, s & piece of legis-
Jatiem that is & prerequisite to any soln-
i of the housing problem of Trinidad
ol Tobage. And while payisg tribote
tp him for the introduction of this Bill,
[ am cognizant and very mindful of the
efforts - of hia predecessor in office, the
lest Minister of Housing, who has been
inlefatizable in hix energies, and who
ha time and aguin given expression to
the dezivability of thiz =elf-ame legisla-
tion, and who has time and again given
nelice that at some short time he would
introdnee  such  measores.  Today, I
rmember those instances, Mr, Speaker,
imd T want to say that my congratola-
tions go cat to him alse for the pood work
that he did in that Ministry and for the
prmdwork that he must have done in
the preparation of this self-same Bl
which is before the Homse today for
lisrnesion,

My, Bpealker, it I & good thing to bring
tgether the several now existing honsing
tthorities uwnder one national housing
miharity. It §s an unfortunate thing at this
Prtienlar period of our hstory to have
“Veral gtatntory bodies cach with its own
fles and regulations, each governing and
‘trolling its own finances, sach having
“own poliey, each moving in a different
'j'l'ﬁttlun and mot related to & common
Thle, T helieve, Hir, that this Bill is
"Mmewhat overdue, Tt should have come
" this Honse some 3 or 4 years ago; but
Ten though it has come in this year of

endenee, we on this side of the House

Yl lend it owr wholeheartsd swpport,
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beranss we baliove it s & nationsl ven-
ture and is caleglated to worlk for the
national good of the sonntry.

Mr. Speaker; I am very pleased to see
Planning and Houging bronght in the fold
of this organisstion to be controlled by
the Nationel Heusing Authority. While
I am very cogmizant of the tremendouns
good that imstitntion has done to the
etnntry, I am not unmindfal, Sir, that it
has outlived its usefolness, and it is about
time that we had one central body
determinmgy  the mneeds for lowsing
and the law that will govern that eon-
cern and how best we can solve the
problem sz & whols and not in part. I
know that some of the men of Planning
and Housing are peopls of very high
integrity, and I have profound respest
for the services they have rendersd to
this pountry. But, Sir, T am not satisfied
that the purpose for which that particnlar
body waz created has bhesn folfilled,
beciuse ag we look aronnd we see slums
and slums, and more slumes and we ask
ourselves, what have they really been
doing to help eradicate them, and what
measures did they propose to Govern-
ment, how did they help the Trinidad
tovernment, what suggestions did they
put to this Government askire for some
measnre of support to assist them in the
proper funetioning of their body?

100 pam.

I am hoping, Hir, that the Government
wonld sse its way to find some of those
gintlemen now in Planning and Housing
to serve on this body so that they could
bring their experience, along with that
of other people equally wall motivated,
to work for a national group. il
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Mr. Speaker, 1 am not now satiafled
that this is the solution to the problem.
While it is desivable, and while it receives
pur support, I beliove that the Minister
will have to direst his attention o
problems other thar the ones he has
taken moties of in the THIL Por instanee,
wial has the Minister told us today iu
respeet of bringing  the old, avchuie,
wutworn, ontmoded lows and regulations
iin velation to buildings up to date? What
are his plans to ifmprove themi TFor
instamer, lands are very valuable in this
country  today; agricnltural lands are
still more waluable if we are poing to
beeoime g seli-snfficlant country tomorrow ;
and today you have regulations that
forbid & man putting op & house on a
pareel of land that is slightly less than
5,000 square feet, when in reality what
is requived is & decent little home om,
perhaps, three-quarters of a lot of land,
or & half lot, whitch would be far moro
desirable than for peeple o live in slums
and bareacks.  That is something that
demands immediate consideration, Sir, if
we are to assist in the housing problem
of Trinidad and Tobago.

For instance, there is another Ordinance
by which builders are bound. The
Minister of Agriculture, Tndustry and
Commeree will have to agree that when
he was building his house in Diego
Martin ‘he had to put up & ceiling 107
high. Mr. Speaker, if Yon are going up
in the air and you want to utilise land
apare as they do in New Yorl, you do
ngt requive to have a ceiling 107 or 12
from the ground; you want to put up
three storeys with 24' in the air so that
von eould have a ceiling 8 high, It is
more desirable, more aeshetie, move sasily
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clegnsetd, move  ceonomical  and
conducive to family living, betausg gy
sit arounid feeling rather eosy and wyy
i this pleasant ut'mu!i[:]lur'f‘.

1 Lecl, dir, that one of the most urgen|
needs in Fespect of boasing s the ingm,
duction of useful law itself to eany
pevple to boild and to encourage they
Hemrse, Sir, I am to remind the Minkte
thut nothing le hag waid today gives m
the impression that it is his intentiw
1o move with the same haste into reml
housing and workers’ housing as he s
heen doing in respect of the middle eas
and upper class peeple, I would lik
him, when he gets up, to give us the
assurance #0 that we could feel justified
in lending him some support, that thee
is & move to suppert vereal housieg
Mr. Speaker, if we have to clear the &y
of the slums, and if we bave to eer
“Shanty Tewn' and Tohn Jokn' of peoph
who might better be placed on agriedl
lural lands where they eould gain a livw
liond ; if we have to {alke surples laboe
and make them live successfully wit
their families and earn bread, we mo
locate them in places where they ha®
deeent homes. You do not send 2 mW
from Port-of-Spain to work at Walkrs
Field hoping that that man will tzsv
back to Port-of-Spain and live in ¥
barracls here.  You want him to B
down to Waller Field, till five aen
Jand, cause produstion, improve the feld
get food for his family and live where ¥
earns his livelihood, Tn order to do W
we must copeentrats, Mr, Bpealks "
rural housing.

Perhaps T am now going t0 ﬂdt:i:
wery infortunate note; T am Anre the

16
”|1||!|i|1ﬂ Hl‘H

s mob & popular note, Homething, how-
ooty s got to be done about it. The
grvives of people with meney in this
niry mist be incorporsted in this
wninre of housing, There are lota of
praple.  The  landlords form a wvery
porerful body that has money, boe will
pet fnvest it in housing, The reason for
it, 8ir, is because rent econtrols have
prsisted mueh too long.  Today I want
1o ke very clear in what | say. T am not
whing for the decontrol of the poorer
chies honses at all. You can keep controls
itp to 326,00 or HI0.00 per month—that i
the workingman's house—but it ks about
fime that  the Government  ntrodos
prasured to decontrel houses that are
rnted  for HIOO00, $200,00, §50.00,
$000 and #9000 end allow thoss land-
berda to do what the heok they lile with

thise houses, but let them put money in
rirenlatinm,

Wiat, Mr, Speaker, will b the impact
W that? Tiook at the papers every
orsing and you ses “‘House for rent,”
U For sule”—everything ; the whale
rertisement eolumn is only “Momse for
ale “Tlanse for ront.” Beeansa there
Wl wmore people now having houses that
e not fit. When they make the charges
r bigh, nobady is going to rent them,
W that the andlord will antomatieally,
o "JIF tompeelition, have to roduee his
"t in order to meet up with a certain

of people who ean pay that rent.

M the by hrnekat moves into this honse,
Maller bracdet will move into the
I"*‘r house and the poorer bracket will
Y into the house where he will pay
b e k1000 per month, and we can

X thig problem solved in o very nice
o1 do nnt sy it ix & Rolution, What
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1 sy is that it is ova of the means which
vomld assist in this great solution towards
which all of us seem to want to work.

Finally, Me, Bpealeer, in my submissions
I want to give cognizance to the sugar
welfare housing  scheme, besause T
represent  a eonstituency of sagar, 1
want the Minister of Housing to know
it is about time that he got into my ear
and [et me drive him around the sagar
belt.

Mr. A. 5, Sinanan: Which car?
ofe you Just Bought?

Mr. Seuleeran: 1 will have the honour
of driving him in any of them that he
lilces,

I want to taka him to the sugar belt
and show lim what is happening there.
There is a complete orientation of life
and standards in the sugar belt. Here
we find that the workers of their own
volition have put their savings into their
humes that have gome up, amnd the last
Minister of Housing, the Hon, Gerard
Montang, T am anre, will bear testimony
to this, Te must have been astounded
to see the lovely houses that have been
put wp by people whe onee lived in
harrack rooms with six and eight children.
These people wera thrifty people, they
saved their money and put all into these
nie houses. While they got & loan of
H1,750,00 from the Government, they put
$6,00000 of their own, and produeed
some monuments which have astually
changed the face of the sugar belt; and
if the Minister’s mathematies can be
reckoned with T am sure he will agree
that the greatest efforts ever made in
honging have been made by the sugar
workors down there themselves.

The
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What has this Government in mind for
the sagar workers, is the gquestion I poss
today. What have you got in mind?
There are thousends of people who still
want assistance, and I am suggesting, Sir,
that ome of the ways in which these
people can receive assistanee is that the
Government must move, as this Bill takes
notice some place, to prevent their homes
from leing sold out, I want the
Minister to take very serions mote of
what I say now. One or two or three
houses, T think, within recent times have
been sold out. I want the DMinister to
nse his good offiess to sea that these honses
are returned to the workers, It is the
worleers” blood, sweat, and monsy that
Lave gone into their houses, and it i very
unfair that after a man has put his whole
life's earnings into @ building, jost
becanse he conld not meet a number of
instalments for some reason beyond his
comtrel. .. Do you lknow what that
reason is, Mr. Speaker? The workers
are not provided with work. Go down
in the rainy season and ses how many
of the workers are sitting at home
There is no worl. How can they pay
any instalment? Well there is some
notice that vou have talen of that in the
Bill, I am very mindful of it, but the
workers of the sugar indostry are not
coverad by it, Becanse they do not eome
within the provinee of this Bill. Youn
have left that Statutory Board untonched.
T am asking yon, Sir, to tale notize
that some effort should be made to
prevent these howses being arbitrarily
sold. A year's default is not enough for
a worker. Ha has put in 50 vesrs’ servics
to amaan the 1Httls bit of wealth that he
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has put inte bis home, and wnless gy
can guarantes that he shirled from

or that work wes provided for him g
he refused to do it, or that he esemy
enongh  money  and  squandered i 4
is grossly fmagoral, uncharitable, wnfal
inegnitable—whatever langnage yon wyy
to nee—to sell ont such & worker's hop;
and p|_'|t. him and his h.'l:ll‘i.‘l:dI on the trest,
If [ bave made the point in respect of {h
sugar belt, I think, Siv, that 1 have dow
my duty to my constituency,

Perhaps, Bir, I conld now pay soms
tribute to the Minister of Housing, T
that thiz Minister 45 a well-intentioned
Minister; T feel that his Parliamentasy
Hecretary and those who werl with hin
are  equally  well-disposed; the el
trauble is that he has had to seceed b
a powerful man in this particnlar poe
folin that he has got to do much to kep
the pace. T esn assure him that he wi
find a great deal of co-operation om tha
side, because we al] want better housiyg
for Trinidad and Tobego, and oppositia
will only eome when you fail to imples
what you say yom are going to do; wh
otherwise. Now, Bir, T want to o
gratulate him first for the granting
loans—I think it ocours on page 11 of
the Bill—for granting of loans for & it
to buy land and house, Refore thers W
no loan for land ; he could only horrow b
build & house, He ean borrow money @
buy the land. That is a very desirabl
thing, because if the people were gired
land you would have had fonr times B¢
namber of lhouses going up now,

The last Minister of Housing kni™
beeause he has been  constantly
in toneh; ke was keeping in tone)
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gl the workers, as I lmow, and
b kmarws that many people ¢ame to him
gr loans, but they could not get them
poapuse they had no land and ne land-
sl was leaging any land to any worlker.
vy mgar estate is deing it any more.

gecondly, Bir, you now have & loan
far the erection of & house on land owned
by the man ; and thirdly you have perbaps
the most desirable feature: the loaning
of money for the repairing of a house,
This, &ir, could change the whole fase
il Trinidad. You do not nesd o new
fme all over the plece, You should
mto the United Kingdom, and go te the
mral parts. I know & lot of you have
en to Bogland, but T de not koow
ber many of you have taken time to go
lothe roval parts—and von will see that
¢whole face-lift has beesn given to a
tilige by gentle repairs to the buildings,
ke improvement of doors and windows,
buntiful steps and good paint. If you
will do that for the people who have
fiirly substantial honses and who are in
i of & couple hundred dollars to pat
I howses in repair, a great deal
it ﬂ'l! dict, squalor, destitution and the
Demitary,  unsightly looks of our
Mildings eoulq b ehanged with very
5 effort, 1 want to congratulate you,
 Minister, for having introduced this
v section in the Bill, and wour

:;hﬂtmr for having thought of it
18] nn-wl

;L‘““t to congratulate you for what
by ‘0 page 14 Here I see you have
Tegistration and exemption from
:',?" duty, The Bill says that there
My B_:Eﬂﬂ registration eharges; thers
mo  charges  for mortgages,
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security on loans for registration of
seeurity, for diseharge of security; there
will be exemption from stamp  doties;
every mamorandum of charge or veceipt
contemplated by sectiom 23, 24 and 25
will be exempted from stamp duty, That
I consider to be tremendous relief to the
poorer classes, and T commend it

Heotion 41, (1):

“The Minister may maoke & loan to
an approved housing company for
the purpose of assisting in the
construstion of & low-rental housing
project or in  the purchase of
existing buildings and the land upon
which they are situate and their
eonversion into & low-rental housing
priject.”
This is desirable but I take sxeeption to
the part that follows: “Interest” You
bave an interest of 9 per ecemt. M.
Spenleer, that is fautastic. [Interruption].
If you look through your Bill, you will
see you may go up to 9 per cemt. Tt
does not say that you will pat on so
mueh, you will not go bevond, and we
Inow what the borderline means: T
belisve you will begin at that T hawe
o doubt about that at all. T feel, Sir,
that if yom want to encomrage housing,
the guestion of interest must be n the
form of a subsidy. [Interruption]. Hawe
I read wrong? Have 17 Shall we look
at section 4l—and you will correct me
while I am on my legs as I want to hawe
the last word, ssction 41, interest. [
pleaned it here Mr. Speaker—I cannot
wasate my time, the time is going to expire;
but I will leave it to the DMinister in
his reply to make reference to the ssetion
and to tell ma where the interest ssetion
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o ocurs, and if it is not § per cent. what
i s LF after 1 have falken wy seat he
will permit me, 1 will pase 1 qnt-ql.iﬂ.]tl,
wir Tt e may he prepared fo answer It

That, Sir, 1 find iz a harniship and
wimens the Mingster says 1 am mistaken,
that it is wmot so, 1 am very greatly
relieved, and T would like him to tell us
what it is when he is on his legs,

Then the Minister goes a little further
and he savs that the Minister has the
anthority to make loans to any banle or
apprived creditor as a remlt of Home
Improvement Loans, and so on, which he
suffered losses [rom, and T think that this
i= alap a desirable step because it is going
to be a rreat eneowrigement,

Mow, Hir, 1 want to assure the Minister
that he has beon in excellent company
today and if be would not mind 1 would
take him on & little historical ramble for
n fow moments only, to some of the
countries thet have solved this problem
very well indeed. Perhaps he wonld learn
a great deal from them, because we are
just an infant nation on the threshold of
freedom and possibly we comld have a
preat deal to learn. Now omg of the
important things in heusing on which the
lagt Minister placed a great deal of
piphasis—and | believe his sueeessor s
placing—is the fact that mortgage eredit
facilities are perbaps the most important
fenture in any housing project under-
taleen by any Government, no matter in
what part of the world it is. You must
have g mortgage eredit marlket that is
willing te invest in the eonntry, and a
elimate in the eonptry that enesurages
snele investment, wul that will give an
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indieation fhat sneh mvestment wil] gy
be in vain.  Now some countries g,
gone ont on their men volition wnd (o,
a great deal. They were perhaps richy
couniries than we ave. Woe pre ne g
this very happy position,

Tn the United States of Awmerica fo
instanes, we can esll the  Awern
pionesrs in vespect o mOrtERge el
facilitios, We find that movigage eredi
money for rehabilitating of slums, fr
providing houses for rent, and for uk
Lawe heen the prineipal means by whis
the United States solved i1s honssg
problem—mort gige credit factlities

320 pm.

Now the United Htates has assmi
banks, trust companies, other approw
ageneies against loss by guarantedy
debentures at par. Tn 1938 the Tnind
Qtates gnarantesd seenrity up to $i0
million  to  fnanes  H6-year  loame ®
approved agencies at o very low rata o
intereat. That s, the Government unde
took the responsibility to stand AeeOrr
for B6 years o companies that Wi
intevested in coming to build houses fir
the people of the United States; to pe-fit
ance mortgages whieh were likely 10 be
foreeloged. That is  another lmﬂilw
whieh the Minister must address his 1

When n company doos not get its st
like Homes Tnternational, with all its ™
will .. . Agnin T want to congratolit® t:
It Miniater for havieg frteoduerd ']_:'
of the biggest companies in Tripidad ¥
have made fhe biggest in'I'ES-h"m“’d
mortgage evedit in Trinidad, T ID:HIT
know whether they are working ®
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i, Somebody has got to give us a
peport BOMLE day, and then we might be
g b prolibune: @ JUdgment; pue ey
Jare Drought in money.

i opder that those people should net
e away a man's house by foreclosing
u it, the Government must be prepared
tp fingnee money on a seeond mortgage
o that these peoples’ properties could be
goed, 1t has been done in the [nited
wptes, it cun be dene in this country it
igre is initiative, and a liktle bit of
enterprise and a little bit of imagination.
| du ibod nond seeving with the Slmester ;
i ke calls e in his offes T will give him
py fertile ideas.

The Government forther advaneed the
Ooue Logn Corporation something like
4200 willion for a forther issue of bonds
paranteed by Government so that they
wnld protect homes that were about to
belost. The National Honsing Aunthority
of fhe United States pdvances to building
ueittics up to B0% of the capital
Euired Lo construet houses ab low rales
il inforest, Ninty per cent, guaranteed
by the Government at a very low rate of
Wiuppst ]

What happens in the United Kingdom 1
We conldd wll learn from more advaneed
Miniries, beennse they have all walked
Be road that we are walking today, and
it i why T take time off to introduse

e figures and these ideas, We are in
B position  where we oomld  emulate
“mples to great advantage.

It the United Kingdow thers are over
:lhuuum.:g building sorieties with over
000 shareholders, 760,000 deposi.
%, 1,400,000 borrewors, They lend up

feiday, 200 July, 12
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to 9056 of the mortgage money and the
Guvernment guarautees the other 10%.
Ho that a man vonld almost get 100% of
the loan be wants to build & house at his
disposal to go ahead.

Hubsidies and grants are widely wed,
b 1818, after the first World War, there
was & bousing shortage and subsidies
played a wvery hmporiant part, when
preople were given large sums of mobey
to ausigt them 1o build houses. The
Housing Act of 1923 eaused subsidy to
take the form of contribution thers, and
thet contribution was £6 per annum for
25 years towards loss which societies
might ineur in building ventares,

o that, if you imtroduce & soclety in
Trinidad and tell them bnild so many
houses, then you pusranies the society,
aceerding to United Kingdom standapds,
4 ocertain subsidy per ¥Year 1o cover
any little loss the eompany misht have.
It wHl be nescssarily enconraged to go on
with the project.

By the Hoosing Financial Provisions
At of 1924 & Btate subsidy of £9 per
year in the town, that is in the wrban
parts, and £12. 10s, in the roral parts,
was offered for 40 years, Mr. Minister, for
people who were engaged in buoilding
houses for the poorer classes, The
Labour Government came into power and
they inereased the subsidy; and T belisve
that you follow the Laboor Government
standards on the other side, so what
better example can | yuote for you Lo
emulate?

What did the Labour Oovernment dof
A standard subsidy of £32 per hooze per
year was given for sixty years, £28. 105
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per year for houses for agrienltural
workers, £33 for a flat, and for buildings
that had to use sn elevator you had an
additional £10. 10s becauss it was built
at a certain height that was inconvenient,
Those ate two countries that we conld
cmulate.

The Premier has just been to Franee
aind he has done o wonderful job, T am
told thaet in the Fremeh Bepublic there
in kindly feeling between Frenchmen and
gurselves, We are likely to have o eultural
mission shortly, Some of us might be
poing to France, the Frenchman might be
coming to Trinided. What better country
can we emulate than Frauee itselff

Let us see what happens in France, In
Franee, workers' houses were constroeted
by cheap housing orgenisations with
HBtate financial assistance. The Cradit
Foreié de Prance, a private hmited com-
pany under Government comirol, was a
pioieer in this respeet. It raises money
by issuing bearer bonds repayable in
seveniyv-five vears, In 1936 the Govern-
ment entered into an agreement with
Credit Foreié to fix interest at a uniform
rate of 6145, and to compensate them for
any less which they might inewr. The
Government granted the eompany a loan
of & million franes at 2%, and the
Government stood 4346% of the interest

as & subsidy to encourage that eompany
to go ahead buillding houses,

The Duteh Govermment—ile Premier
has  also beem to Haolland—what
have they done? The Duteh Govern-
ment  advanaced loans for  building
soelotics and communes at & negligible
vafe of interest. Building loans wers
limited to 50 wyears, and Joans that wers

Feraday, 2000 Sfuly, 1902
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granted to buy lends on wlidh they
could put up hounses, carried 75 yean
which to pay it back. Here we falg ¢
25 vears, Here we talk of the
worleer with his house, and when hy
not pay hiz mstalieenis m one year,
find the sayme Board selling out his hop,
That Sugar Board has very imporiam
people for whom I bave tromendeg
respect, One of thoge men s 5 g
called John Chapman, and I want gl
Trinidad to hear, when they listen tom
that T am paying publie tribute to
wark of that man becauss e has bes
a wonderful person, a father to the sogar
worleer, and & man with & deep soul and
a bheart, well intentioned. But he &= m
the Board, he s only aun  exeentin
offiear,

The Board sells out a man's hos
when he cannot pay in ome year, and
tere you have examples of countries the
gre more oivilised, that have min
problems, that have got over e
problems in ways where they give T
years to pay & loan, and where whee
they cannot pay it, the Clovernmat
itself moves in, takes over the houss s
gives it back to the worker.

I emphasize the note on sugar, beeas!
T am looking forward to T8
Mr, Minister, to do your best to g™
bacle the homes to these thres 'I"-"?‘fif"
who have lost their homes, T am Foof
to some privately in yonr offies, ““ji]
will brittg their children and their Wit
with tears in their eyes pleading e
protection, and T will ask you to &7
me the milk of human kindness tht
vmenstes  from  your Tesrf, ooof ;
representative of  worloors -;nurﬂﬂ'lf'

jezd
,Ifurl'ﬂ"i"ﬂ _“‘I]-II

qould 1otk Sorward to secing that done.
(am not saying this by way of eritivism;
[ am only appealing to a Minister who
pia shown some degree of stature today,
for wibich T have sorme measure of respect,

130 pJm.

¥ow what has the Government of
lslland dene again, Bir? It has shared
sses half amd half with the building
sioties,  Any loss that a  building
sieiety had the Government shared half
and lLialf, 1t gave subeidies to private
wilders to the extent of 2600 floring in
fhe Uity of Amsterdsm—a subsidy, a
dirpet grant. “Here is 2,600 florins, you
taibd & hoose, save the Government
mring all these planning and honsing
pople wasting materials; veon do some
woek, put in some money, take o subsidy,
goget it.” I you tried that, Sir, perhaps
we eould have some advantage.

In Norway and Sweden the Government
gave loans om o secomd mortgage up to
i per eomt. of the original mortgage;
# per eont, on & second mortgage, Grants
ire puid for reconditioning old buildings,
A boreower can get o loan up to 90 per
wnt, 8o that if he want: to borrow
§I0,000 the building aociety says you can
Tl 9000, When he gets $9,000 the
“ﬂ'l'ammnnt. wipes out the first &2 00—
49 of the loan—by a subsidy; so that
e man only has 7,000 to pay after
baving received $9,000, and he has &
Mmber of years, muy be fifiy years, in
“ith to pay it back. T consider that as
taliaf

[n Btoekholm, Sir, in 1933 Government

Bnced loans up to 100 per cent to
sl dwelleps for comstructing  small

#lings up to seven krones which they

Friday, 208h July, a2
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et up as u fair value for & workingman's
house,

In Finland, their Government offers to
private persons who build houses second
wnd third mortgage free of Interest
during the flest ten years,

In Aunstralia we find that the State
bears the burden of the financs, % of
the losses whieh occur as & resull of
vontals and rebate is vie responsibility
of the Minister., In New Sonth Wales
any seven persons can form a company
to build a house or to do building and
the Government subsidises this company,
supervises it, and encourages it

In Franee new buildings are exempted
from land tax and loes]l tax. That is
to say, if you really want to give me an
incentive to take my hard earned money
and build houses, what a great incentive
it would be for all my hon, Friends
over there who have put away their
money safely and for some of ng om this
side—some of the rieh ones, I do not
lnow who they are; I am not, but those
who have some money—what an incentive
it woild be to them if the Minister of
Housing said, “come to Port-of-Spain,
‘here I8 the land, build a honse, you will
pay no water rate, you will pay ne tax
and you will not be required to have any
problems with any form of charges that
the statutory bodies maket® Then that
man will gay, *‘For sixteen years I do not
pay tax, I do not pay any water rates,
it is a good investment, by that time I
will have oleared back my money and it
will be an incentive.,” France has done
it, Trinidad could do it

In Norway and Sweden and other
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European countries lonses sre exempt
from  sueh tax; also dooments and
contraels are duly beee ol Uhey are
stamped withont any duty, ws 1 should
put it, Bonds bssued are exempted from
vipital and ineome tax. | am very BUppy,
sir, that vou have infeedweed o your
Bill the exemption of payments to the
Legistrar General, and that there will be
ne stamp duty. 1 believe that that s
follewing in excellent company, Many of
the things I have guoted, Hir, you are
following  now, which s very com-
memddable. T merely  instance  these
reports that I have gleaned over =
number of months, and from  various
sourees, &0 that you eau kindly give
attention fo them and see how closely we
can follew them, We canuot ape-like
imitale all of it.

As T spid in my peefave, we are B
developing country, we have our own
problems, we have scarcity of [unds and
we know that we are not capable of
meeting  all thesa things that other
people have dene; bat when we talk of
incentives and eneelragements we muost
not as the hon, Member for Pointe-a-Tierre
rightly said, emphasize forcign eapital
only. Thot is very desirable; we wiil
it and as much of 1t as possible; every-
thing is good with having foreigners
invest becaunse we need their money, bt
laeal eapital ghould also be otilised in the
honzing market. Bvery efort should be
made to cause pedple in the country to
invest in the eouwniry. Why should not
s man feel & sense of pride to put bis
money in Trinidad? Why should'ut het
And if e is to pot it in Trinidad what
are you doing to eneourage himf What
are you doing to lend him seme ineentive

Fraey, SO0 duly, S
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o de LY My suggestion i give iy
fentives that Lhe Tereiguers do ng gy
hve,  Mule an meentive  for juy
people quile apart from whal yoy ki,
for outsiders, 1 am teinking in termg o
people like the Minister of a‘l-r;."t"il.'.ul.lur.gI
Ldustry wod Commeree; be Das gu
lot of money, sad [ oam suggesting il
b put it right here in Trividad, | g
thinking of mwy Friend, the hon, Memgbe
for Port-of-Bpain Nevth, who esuld g
wome Investment in Trinidad, | gp
thinking of the Minister of Howe Affgin
[ am thinking of people wlo could veall
do some investment. Bul yom wust gme
these people some encouragement tha
their money will yield weney. It s
money vou want to yield meney,

Believe wme, HSie, putting all fon aol
joke aside, new thal we have resdied
@ very important phase in the life of or
preople T want to commend this Bill &
i very progressive measure. | think (i
it is & good effort by the Ministry ol
if you eould only put into praetice whit
you are legislating for today, it s W0
fleme convietion that a great many ﬂf"_"
dlizsatisfactions now  prevailing *®
Trinidad will be eased up and pepk
will feel a great semse of secarity. |
want to thank you, Mr. Speaker, I
having allowed me to make this eoni
bution oo what T consider a VU
important Bill before the House tiollas

Mr, Granado: Mr, Speaker, first of 9
1 wish to express to- Mombers of
other side my thanks for theip womiid
tivus on this pices of legislation b m
the House today, Tt s Taedly ll[“"‘wr{_
for me to make any lengthy ™
heeanse from the various pointd whith

iy
.'full-if"ﬂ' Ll

ey rasised, | could only walher oine thing,
qud thet B Dwstead of josc seying they
aipport Uie Bill they lad Lo malke some
commeniis, They could have dene that,
and if 1 wanted to be wneharitable 1
yight have said what a previons member
o oo of the past Houses said after a
erialn spealeer had spoken for about
{iroe hours, That speaker got up and
gif, “Mr. Speaker, T too, like the last
speaker, have nothing to say.”

3140 pom
Mr. Speaker, the first Member who
spoke on the other side, the hon, Member
for Pointe-a-Plerre, will &llow me to tell
lim Lere at this stuge that [ de mob
want to be found any less graeious than
le has been in ‘his speech, and I would
like to compliment him om the tone of
lis conteibution. 1 emphasize “tone” He
went on to indicate & number of points
i the Bill with which he i in agreement
il @ pumber of other points which,
ilthsugh being in agresment with, eaused
tim to bave certain reservations ; and one
of Bis elhief reservations was whether the
wrer vested in (e haonds of the Ministar
o Unusing would be used wisely; and
be went oo to be a littls more categorieal
by saving that he was qunite vertain that
e powers would not be wisely used.
Well, 1 am quite sure he will agree with me
limself that he was merely expressing an
Winion which he eannot justify, And I
" happy alse, Mr. Speaker, that one of
e points made by the Member for
Poitte.q Piarre which I thought T had to
"l 1o was s wdeguutely answered by
Member for Neparima; and the
"uliy part of it all is, (as though this
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was sumething arvanged, 1 do not know),
1 did wot see the member for Pointe-a-
Pierre while the Mewmber for Napavima
was waking his reply to lim,

The Member weni on to lament tha
faet, apparently, that Members of the
Government had been going to places like
lndia, (ermany, Hwitzerland, Tsrael,
France, ete., for adviee, Why he sheuld
lament the fact, [ do not huow; becanse
g0 very often Members of his own Party
in this very House have been saving,
“Why den't you seek advice here amd
there " —exeept that he may be
siggesting that we have net yet been to
the place he wants us to go to for adviee,
He showld make it & little plainer for us
to understand,

1t is necessary for me te deal with one
particnlar aspeet of his conteibution, and
that is where le was at some pains to
aay that this Governmeni was merely
concerfied with the foreign investor, or
words o that effect. He will forgive me
if I do not gquote him ecorrectly—that the
Government was placing s0 moch aecent
on the foreign investor and not giving
anfficient attention to the loeal man, and
he sttempted to Justify that by indicating
that a foreign investor was building the
central bloek of the hospital, the Norses
Central Preliminary Training School, and
the Maternity Bloek at Arima and Couva,
and things of the kind. He further went
on to suy that local people are not
given the chanee to hecome experts. It
waa qguite snrprising to me to hear some-
ong who has some smattering of coone-
mirs speaking like that. What he was
trying to say is that there is an oppertn-
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nity of allewing our lecal prople to
beeowms experts and they are not given the
oppertunity by our giving them contraets
and so on, It is guite unusual to hear
someone who has been trained, like my
Friend, making such & statement, and I
am quite sure he would be willing to with-
draw it right mow himself. 1 want to
denw his attention, Mr, Bpeaker, as well
as that of the House' to the fact that we
have places like, for instance, the Ter-
minal Building which stands as a monu-
ment of architecture to Trinidad and
Tobage, designed and built by a firm of
loval people. We have Federal House,
wihieh my Friend, the Acting Leader of
the Opposition must know very muth
about.....

Mr. A. 5. Sinanan:
part in destroying. ...

Mr. Grannde:....designed and bmilt
by loeal people. We have our new
tamous Queen's Hall and the Naparima
Bowl, builg by lecal architeets, My hon.
Friend the Member for Naparima must be
very proud of the Naparina Bowl There
are & nomber of flats going up all over
the ecountry; in San Fernando of which
my hon. Friend for Naparima is also very
proud; Port of Bpain, Coworite and other
places. We have the great Town Hall,
Everyhody bas expressed such pride and
pleasure at this Town Hall; and last, but
by no means least, our present Gover-
nor's residenee, All these built by local
people, loeal endeavour, loeal eapital,
local everything; but mwy hon. Friend the
Member for Pointe-a-Fierre tries to show
the eonntry that this Government is not
giving any sort of eonsideration whetever
to the loeal man; that all its efforts are

Which I had no
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in the direetion of the foreign capitaliy,.
and he tried to make capital of th fy
that Government had given a lot of y
hUE'I.lilﬂl huﬂd.ing _]I.Dkﬁ to the firm I
Deverenx and Davies,

I want to ask bim this gquestion ¥
Spealer:  To whom eould Goverms
have given those contracts? Tt ik
that the Government did not try to find
loeal people qualified to do the jib
Local people were allowed cvery sop
and opportunity to tender for them, mi
in the main, they were not able lo tends
becanse they did not have the koow-hor,
they did noet have what it takes to deip
and build hospitals. I am quite sore wha
he is invited at a very near future dib
to look into and examine the new Ceninl
Bleek at the Port-ofSpain  Geeml
Hoapital, he will take back every word
he has mentioned about that today.

The hon, Member referred, M
Speaker, to the [First Schedk
sections 18 B, (2) (b) and (). 1 wol
merely lika to indicate that what the b
Member seels 1o query here in ﬂﬂl L
Bill is merely word for word what i 20F
eontained in the Dwelling House( Boesil
agement of Construetion) Drdlnann_ﬁ-ﬂ
is nothing new. Tt is the same provid®
eopied word for word and incorperdt
in this new Bill today. He said
Government was trying to show 80
tenderness to outsiders and nome to ¥
own people. Mr. Bpeaker, that iz net /0
When the Government have any
building to build and any sort of &
strustion worke to do, the Eﬂﬂfﬂ::
advertiss for temders and tende™ i
given oot on & namber of 1’"""‘
chief of which ia the lowest tender 88
as the sompetence of the person oF g

f2d
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gadering to undertake the particolar
gperation. If he has a better means of
agpesting how it shounld be done, then
| shall be happy to hear it, but certainly
wither the Government nor myself am
mepared to aveept what he says that if
o give worke o people without the
mecssary competence they may probably
develop the neeessary competence merely
by building what they are mot eompetent
to boild,

The hen. BMember for Naparima, Mr.
gpeaker, was very loud in his praise of
the past Minister of Housing, I should
lke to lenow that we of the Cabinet
shaee his views and that he was not say-
ing anything mnew. But it would be
important, Mr, Speaker, to mention this
—not that the Members do not know it
tut [ think they need to be reminded of
il— that whatever happens in the
Gevernment of Trinidad and Tobago by
the Cabinet of Trinidad and Tobago, or
by any part of it is ag a result of the
decisions of the Cabinet of Trinidad and
Tobago. Certainly, the DMinister must
$ow  initiative, drive, dypamism and
bepetenoa; but in the final snabyels it is
e Cabinet that decides whether his
imamism, drive and ecompetence eould
be rontained a little more than his own
Hithuginsm prompts, or whether he should
b allowed to eontinns just as he feels.
o my own part I am only eoncermed,
¥, Speaker, with doing & job sufficiently
¥l to gven warrant the comment that
ke id bis job well.

My hon. Friend for Naparima wondered
"4y the services of the people with money

have not been attracted. -1 do not
Member the exact words nsed but he
Bant that, A1) T ean reply s that ineen.
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tives are there, not for the foreign inves-
tor alone, bot for all those whe have
maongy, He mentioned a faw people who
have money and forgot to mention himself,
It is there for persons who have the money
to invest in the operations whish the
Government wants them to inveat in,
There is no distinetion in any part of this
Bill with regard to foreign investors and
loeal investors,

Mr. Seukeran: Mr. Speaker, I rise
on a point of explanation. T rise to
explain that the Minister iz quoting me
inaceurately, Bir; and zince he mentionsd
me by my comstituency I would like to
clarify it. T did not say that thoss incen-
tives were not there for local people. I
merely said it is about time Government
introdunes ineentives other than what
obtain in the Bill. T went farther to
prove what obtained in various countries
—and I do not want to go back into them
—as to incentives for local investors. 1
was paying tribute to him for having
brought emough incentives for a parti-
enlar class of people, but since those
ineentives had failed to tap loeal
respurces, 1 saild that it waz about time
he examined incentives ofher than what
obtain today for local investors. 1 want
e be guoted rightly, Sir.

Mr. Gramado: The hon, Member is
quiet correet im what he has  just
mentioned, having reflected on what he
said before.

358 pam.

What he said was: “Why does the
Government not use the services of the
people with meney Jocally#"  The answer
which T gave a while ago, M. Speaker,
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stands, Both to the Member for Naparima
and the Member for Pointe-a-Dierre. [
div not want to change it.

The hon, Member for Naparima made
reference to the rent restriction laws, to
the building by-laws, and things of the
kind, As to the remt restriction laws,
Mr. Speaker, | do not want o aniicipate
any decision of the Cabinet. Suffice it
to say that my BMinistry is now working
on the Hent Restriction Ordinance with
a view to finding out what are the disabi-
lities that can be removed now or in the
near future, i conformity with the
general plan for relaxation of the Ordi-
nance, I am not prepared to say any
mare than that,

With regard to the building by-laws and
reguilations, I am quite sure that the
Member will be happy to hear we have
already completed our homework on
these ; they will be brought w due course
to the appropriate guarier,

The Member for Naparima spoke at
some length and with some emotion about
the Sugar Indusery Labour Welfare Fund
and the work of the committes, with
special reference to the work of an indivi-
dual seerctary, Mr. Chapman, T am guite
sure that nobody on this side of the
Huuse wants to disagree with the lon,
BMember that that fund has been doing
a magnificent job. We endorse that, and
Lweant him to know that 1, too, would like
io see some forin of expansion of that
programme with a view to taking care of
more and more of the many sogar
workers and cane Farmers who seek and
need to get new houses. We have no
iarrel with that; but i fact, almost
everything has to depend on the availa-
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bility of funds, and it would be
invidions for any goverument to imjim;:
any discrimination at all in favour of g,
section of the community 15 agai,
another section. Because, quite eonjry,
to the impression which the hon. Meg,
for Naparima might have given,
Sugar lodustey Labour Welfare Fungj,
augmented by funds from the Cenpy
Government. It is not merely the pan
of the cess on sugar sold; it is.als
yuestion of the complete amonnt of i
administration costs and the meltlt
amount  for land development whic
before had been got from the very ful
itself, thereby depriving a number
sugar workers of getting loans to ik
extent of the very grant which ih
Government is making to the farmers,

The hon, Member also made o pei
about a certain number of sugar worker,
“three or four,” he says, whose houss
have been sold. To use his own phns
“my heart is Glled with the millk of huame
kindness for such people 1 give him
the nngualified sssuranee that [ am gong
to look into the question to see widl
might possibly be dome, 1 cannot helf
reminding him, however, that the Sugd
Industry Labour Welfare Fund ¥
administered by a commettes, o which
the Minister ecan only give g‘fl"'ﬂ
directions. The Minister cannot rev
any decision of the committee in 1™
of the specific point which the hon. Mot
ber has raised about the three or B
persons whose houses were sold for
arrears. [ feel guite sure, howeven 'hfl
with 2 modienm of understanding. 3
hit of mive and take hetween the Minisit"
the committes, and others conct
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(here i b soame possible solution to this
spohlesin with which I am in great
;_u.m]'ﬂlh}'-

wr. Speaker, the Member for Naparima
Jlso continued to enumerate o fot of the
goad qualities inherent in the BHIL {1 am
wery grateful for the commendations he
conched in certain phrases hers and
ghere) and also he appeared to recognise
the values and the virtues in the Bill
kefore the House, He made a particular
paint, however, about Section 41 on the
question of what he termed 9 per cent.,
md [ was at pains to find out where such
Uper cent. was mentioned,

Mr. Sevkeran: T would like 1o ask the
Minister's permission to withdraw my
remarks, becanse it does not obtain. I
bave been checking up the Ordinance and
Laaw that T was mistaken. There is no
question of @ per cent,, and what I took
far U per cent., was really 9% in relation
o something else, T see, nevertheless,
that the Minister has a discretion to
gdipulate the rate of interest, and may 1
ke this opportunity to hope that it will
b a5 small as possible—even below two
e oent.

Mr. Granado: The Member having
Withdrawn the remark, Mr. Speaker, [
h Bot intend to refer to the point again.
It is sufficient to let him know that he

""'F fundaimentally wrong in raising the
POt ag a1,

400 pm,

Then, Mr. Speaker, the hon, Member
"lerred to what he called “historicnl
fmblings to other counteles™—I hope 1
ote him corvectly this time—and he
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said that this Government and the
Ministers should learn a lot. [ assure him
that | endorse that, but that is exactly
where he disagrees with his Colleague,
the hon, Member for DPoiniea-Pierre,
That Member will nog have us leari from
foreign countries.  [{oterruption],  Yom
will have us learn from foreign countries
— we accept your advice. We accept the
advice of the hon, Member for Naparima.,

He went on to refer to a number of
state subsidies given in varions countries.
All T wonld like to indicate to him and
the House, on the whole question of
incentives, on the question of enconrage-
ment, and on the guestion of exemptions
to prople who build their honses, is that
this Government will continually be on
the lookout for means that are available
to it, that are Teasible and desirable, to
give more and more encouragement for
the building of houses to house the many
thonsands of our people who are now
secking those houses.

Chuestion fud and agreed fo,
Bill accordingly reed o Second time,

Bill comemitted to o Committee of the
awilale House,

Honse in Comuniltee,
Clanse 9.

Owestion proposed, That clavse 9 stond
mart of the Bill

Mr. Granado: In clause %, Mr. Chair-
man, T heg to move the following amend-
ments i —

Om page 5 of the Bill, insert figure (1)
after clanse 9 and on page 6, in clause
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0} delete the word “him" at the end

of the second line, and insert theteior
the ward “it". On page 7, in elause 9(2)
delete the fizure (1) after the word
“paragraph” in the third line, and substi-
tute the letter (i) therefor,

(iestion put oud agreed fo.

Clause 9, ar omended, ordered o stand
part of the Bill,

Clawse 12.

Owstion propoged, That clanse 12 stand
part of the Hill,

Mr. Granada: Mr. Chairman, in clause
12, on page &, I beg to move, That aiter
“condition” in the fourth line there be
inserted the word “that”; and after the
word “permitz” in the same line, the word
“that” be deleted.

Cuestion put and ogreed fo.

Clawse 12, a5 omended, ordered lo slond
part of the Bill,

Clouse 13:

Cuestion propoged, That clanse 13 stand
part of the Bill,

Mr. Granado: Mr, Chairman, [ beg to
move that in Cladse 13(1) the word
“mortgage” in the fifth line be deleted,
and the word “mortgages” be substituted
therefor.  Also in  subsection (3) of
claige 13 after the words “as were" in the
last line, there be inserted a comma, and
the words “in accordance with normal
mortgage practice,”

(Question put and agreed to,
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Clonse 13, as amended, ordered to ppg
part of the Bl

Cilruge 22.

Question proposed, That clause 22 gy
part of the Bill.

Mr. Granado: Mr. Chairman, T beg 1
mave the deletion of the second “of" i
the first line of section 22(13(c) and the
substitution therefor of the word "o

Question put ond agreed fo.

Clouse 22, a5 omended, ordered o slond
part of the Bill,

Clanse 30,

Qucshion proposed, That clavse ¥ stand
part of the Bifl.

Mr. Capildes: In addition to my
general disapproval of the phrase “oms
of proof ‘in on the defendant’,” when |
ste an error, which must be an error ne
of the printer but of the deaftaman, in
clanse 30, and there is no corresponding
amendment in this small list of 25 amend-
ments, | wonder whether it was not the
hand of destingy providing me with @
excuse to say something on this business
of ‘onus of prool’, This section reads:—

“Tn any prosecution wnder Section
28 the onus of proving the manme?
in which the proceeds of a dired
loan or part thereof has best
weed, ..., "

aidd the offending preposition ‘m' to Y
mind i3 superflous,

I hear & gentle murmur, rather a his
ing sound coming from across the
T do not know what it {s, but T feel thil

1
fansvg Bil

e whole of that section ought to be
jleted.  Time and time again I have
e i this House and said that it is
yong, it i3 not in keeping with the best
iraditions of our rule of law, the Anglo-
tgon system of the rule of law which
sves the defendant every chaner, We
e taking it out completely and saying
it in & prosecution tider section 28 the
as of proving the manner in which the
preceeds of & direct loan or part thereof
has been wsed is—and T take it that we
e going to be using the word o’
mstead of ‘in'—is on the defendant. [ say
i shonld not be on the defendant.

Mr. Granado: I am not in a position
to argue the legal point raised by my
Frend, but it is obvious te anyone read-
g this that, if you make a loan to sume-
bedy, nobody else could prove how the
han was used except the persen to whom
the loan was made.

A.ndl would like to move that the word
TIfnl the last line be deleted and the word
W b substituted.

Dwestion put and agreed to.

Chawse 30, a5 auiended, ordered to siond
il of the Bl

Clase 37,

Dvestion proposed, That classe 31 stand
At of i BN,

“:**Iciﬂﬂﬂml Here I am sure that
LTEiEan errar, Where does the figure
"t years” come from? Ts this out of
: H? It it is intended by the Ministry
"ance to safeguard public funds, is
haim“ﬂ.'_tﬁ tell me that after three years
® Boing to find any offence of mis-
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spending of money, or is he saying that
the three years is giving the inspectors
an opportunity to check to see how the
money was spent? If that is so, nobody
could find 2 defendant after three years
or evén find out how the money was
spent. The whole object of this iz ta
protect the money of the public. If
somebody borrows Covernment funds and
misapplies them and you want to proge-
cute hiin, are yon going to wait for three
years? By that time the man will be gone
and the money will be gone. Ts this
intended to penalise people by sending
them to geol for something that might
have been done in a moment of weak-
ness? If the intention is to gaol people,
it is well provided for by sections 30 and
31 If the intention is to help people,
then T cannot see how you are going to
help somebody if you are going to prose-
cute him after three years.

With great respect | feel that a period
of six months is sufficient for any
inspector to know whether poblic funds
have been mis-used. If you are going
to allow laches for six months why
prosecute a tman after six months? You
borrow some money, you may get into
some disagreement with the inspector
and the inspector comes against you
after two years and leven months, after
you have erected your building and used
the funds, and perhaps mislaid the
receipts, ad then you put the onus on the
man to .prove that the procesds of the
loan has been properly used! Yon wait
for three wvears and then come and
prosecute him! '

I am going to suggest that the prevail-
ing law of six monthe be not interfered
with.
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My, Gramado: My information is that
there are many procesdings which can-
not be proceeded with after the expiration
of four vears.  After four years they
become statute barred. The intention of
this section is ta offer some form of
protection to the person, berause instead
of leaving it to extend to four years we
have reduced it to three vears,

Mr. Capildea: [t always happens that
when people who do not krow ahout
something open their mouths, they put
their feel in it.

Dr. Solomon: Withdraw!

Mz, Capildes: The size of the foot or
the size of the mouth?

420 p.m.

Ourestion puf eud agreed fa, That cliiise
31 stand part of the Bl

Myr. Capildeo: 1 should Like to record
my profest against that.

Clawse 32:

Drestion propased, That clanse 32 stond
part of the LIl

Mr. Capildea: May I inqguire whether
there is any intention, on the sale of land
or buibdings weder this section, that there
he o publie advertisement?  An anction
by the Crown Solicitor need not be
aocompanied by advertisement in the
newspaper; T oinquire  whether it s
intended that there will be an advertise-
ment.

Me. Granado: Will you aszk that ques-
tion again?

Mr. Capildeo: What T am asking is, if
you are going to sell somebody’s pro-
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perty by public auction, do you intes g,
advertise before you sell it?  This sty
EEVER

“Aosale of land or buildings g
which there is a charge wnder g
I‘art may be by public avetion g,
ducted by the Crown Solicitor,”

Mr. Chairman, what [ am asking is ver
simple, Will the Crown Solicitor sit dewy
in his air-comditioned office and have 3
public auction of a man's property, or wil
there be an advertisement either in b
Royal Gazette or the local newspapes
a0 that somehody conld natice that thee
is going to be a poblic auction?

"Mr. Granado: The intention is @
follow the established practice in &l
public auctions.

Cestion pri and agreed to, That Clase
32 stand part of the Bill,

Clinge. 32 erdered to shand part of i
il
Clawge 41

Cheestion proposed, That Clanse 41 sl
part of the Bill.

Mr. Granado: My, Chaivian, T beg¥
move that Clavse 41 subsection (5)(b)
page 21, be amended as follows: TO
the word “Act” in the last line thereol ¥
stibstitnted by the word “Part™.

Question put oind agreed fo,

Clanse 41, az amended, ordered 12 staed
fart of the Bill.

Clouse 43

Ouestion prapased, That elanse 43 st
part of the T8I,

il
I-I “f:jlﬂ.y B |'- II-Ir

Mr, Granado:  Mr, Chairman, I beg 1o
aere that clause 45(1) on page 22, be
guended as follows:  That the words
~mh conditions in addition to those
gecified in” be inserted in the second
e between the words “with™ and “the®,

{Iupstion Fulll wad ﬂgj'peri o,

Clanee 43, 03 awmended, ordered to signd
r-jr] rlf the Bill.

Lharse 44

{(westion profpesed, That clavse 4 stand
et af the Bill,

Mr. Granade: Mr. Chairman, I beg to

more that clause 44 bhe amended as
illvws:  That the following words be
ubed “in relation to such bank or
yproved eredit agency”.

Puestion port and agreed to,

Clowse 44, as amended, ordered lo sland
(unl of tie Biil,

Clvse 48:

Huestion proposed, That clause 48 stand
mrtof the Bill,

Mr. Granado: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to
Bt that clause 48 be amended by
Heting 1he figure“l", and the brackets
‘.’ﬂllhe [ull stop at the beginning of the
*lion; and in paragraph {d) by deleting
) Itlit‘!'-‘ ["i") in the last line and sub-
Winting the letter (“h") therefor.

Nr. Chairman, 1 also move that clause
:q;hr] be amended on page 25 by adding
the word “Minister” in the last line
"8 the bank or agency”. And in
*graph (i) by deleting the word “him”
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in the last line and substituting the word
“it" therefor.

Chirestion: pud and agreed fo,

Clawse 48, ax ewmended, srdered to stand
fart of the Bill,

Clonse S6;

Chrestion praposed, That clagse 56 stand
part of the Bill.

Mr. Granado: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the word “established” be
inserted after the word “fund”,

Crestion puf and agreed fo,

Clanse 58, ar amended, ardered fo stand
part of the Bill,

Clause 58;

Cuestion proposed, That clause 58 stand
part of the Bill,

Mr. Granade: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the word “authority” be sub-
stitnted  for the ward “department”
deleted in the third line.

Duestion put and agreed fo,

Clawse 58, or amended, ordeved to stond
fart of the Bl

Clense 59;

Duestion propased, That clause 59 stand
part of the Bill.

Mr. Granado: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move in subsection (3) after “paragraph
(£}" in the second line the words “of
subsection (13" be inserted.

Question pul and agreed fo,
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Cleuse 59, s omended, ordered fo stand
pard of the Gill.

Fiest Selirdule
Uiestion  propesed, That the First
Sehedule stand part of the Ll

Bir. Granado: Ay, Chairman, | beg to
move the iusertion of the following
definition in the first line of section
18B(1) after the numeral “18)" *Minister'
means the member of Cabinet responsible
[ar the subject of Housing”. Un page 34
of the First Schedule, section 181, | beg
io move that the following new sub-

section (3} be added—"(3} Notwith-’

standing the provisions of subsection (1],
section 18F and subsection (2) of section
181 thai relate to the taxes wilh respect
to which the income of an approved com-
pany or the sharcholders or the debenture
Lolders of an approved company is
exempt, the terms of the agreement
mentioned in subsection (2) way limit the
paxes from wlich an approved company
or the shareholders or the debenture
holders i the approved company, are
exempt”.

Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that on
page 33, section 1BF in the penultimate
line that the words “imcome tax” be
deleted and the following words “any
taxes thal are based in whole or part on
pmﬁts of an income” be inserted,

[ beg to move mn section 18F(b) m the
fourth line, the deletion of the words “a
sum” and that the word “sums" be
ingerted,

On the same page 35, Mr, Chairman, in
section IRH(Z)(c) sixth lhne rhat the
words "a sum” be deleted and the word
“sums" be inserted,

I alse beg to move, that on page
section 151 (1) in the thivd line, thar g,
words “income tax” be deleted and g
words “any taxes that are based in v,
or in part on profits or on income”
inserted.

Also, I beg to move, That sectip
18L(Z) in the second line, that the wod
Yincome'' be deleted,

[ beg to move that section 18H{Z)ig
be amended by deleting the word “that'
and  substituting  the word “thag"
deleting the word “sum" and subs
tting the word “sums", and by defeting
the word “is™ and substituting the wol
“are” in the seventh line thereof

I beg to move, That in section 181(])
in the fourth line the words “creditg
6" be deleted and the words “debitd
against” be inserted.

In sectivn 181 (4) i the third ]'EM.I!
heg v move, That the word “income
Tz deletesd.

{uestion put and agreed o,

First Sehedule, as amended, ordered ¥
staned poré of #he Bl

Tihard Schedule

I beg to move in the Third Scheduls, @
page 38, paragraph 2, second line, That e
word “officers” be deleted and the Wit
“members™ be inserted.

Clieestion paf, an agreed to.

Third Schedule, as amended, ordered ¥
stend part of the Bill.

Ouestion puf an agreed fo; That #M
as amended be reported to the House.

bt
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[fogse resuied.

Rill reported, seith anendments; read the
Third fime and jpagsed.

440 pam

CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL
{(Ipder for Second readuig road,

Mr. A. N. R. Robinsen: Mr, Speaker,
[hey to tmove, That a Bill entitled, “An
4ot to amend the Customs Ovdinance,
[h 32 Mo, 27 be read a Second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to provide
tetter protection for the Revenne Officers
pi the Giovernment in the course of their
dutics. It does so by the insertion of a
pu section — 4(n) — in the existing
Orlinance which it secks to amend. The
reason for this has arisen out of certain
tcent incidents which have taken place,
vhere two officers in the conrse of their
duty were assaulted and beaten, because
special provision was not made within the
wisting Creddinance, Ch, 32 No. 2, amd
mrtienlarly within the scope of the sec-
fees which provides for offences against
Bl the afficers and the property of the
listome—section 193 Because there
W4 mog adequate protection within the
fupe of that particular section, this
Miendnient has now been brought before
the Howse,

The amendment seeks to provide for
Mees committed in several respects:
.“_‘1'51' subgection {a) of the new section
Mie an offence {0 obsteuct, hinder, molest
“."“ﬂ'lltl either an officer or the person
isling 1iim in the course of his duties,
"nder subsection (b) it is an offence
®imnede the search for anything, or the
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detention of anything, or the seizure o1
anything which was properly handled or
treated in that fashion under the customs
laws, Under subsection (c) it is an offencs
to prevent, or to attempt to rescue, or to
destroy. anything which has been pro-
perly taken into costody or forfeited
under the existing customs laws, ~And
subsection (d} deals with efforts to pre-
vent the {furnishing of evidence before a
Court of competent jurisdiction. The
final subsection (e} relates to any act
preventing  detention  of  any  person
properly detained under the provisions of
the Orilinance.

I am sorry that the hon. Member for
Couva is not now here; in actual fact this
is nothing new in the jurisdiction of the
Commonwealth, and circumstances quite
similar to those which occurred recently
in Trinidad and Tobago did occur in the
United Kingdem and gave rise to a simi-
lar amendment (which, in this particular
case, has been improved upon) to the
Customs and Excise Act of 1952 and the
particular section—section 10. 5o that
if any hom, Member wishes to refer to it,
that is the reference.

There are a few differences:  a
difference in style, and alse a difference
in the amount of the punishment provided
for under this particular section ; whereas
under the English Act the punishment is
£100, or in the alternative, imprisonment
for a term not exceefling three months,
of both, in this case the punishment
extends to $500.00, or to imprisonment
for six months, or to both fine and
imprisonment. This is more in line with
the provisions of the Excise Ordinance,
Ch. 32 Ne. 9, section 116, where & sitnilar
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penalty has been provided; except that
instead of $500.00, it is $480.00; and I am
sure that hon. Members will appreciate
the teasen for rounding off that fgure

to $500.00,

The other differences which exist from
the provisions of the section which has
been incorporated in the United Kingdeom
Act are a matter of style. The officers
to whem I referred earlier were mal.
treated and they could not request that
proceedings be brought ander section 193
which provides for the tase where a ship
iz shot at, or the officer himself is shot at,
or his aeroplane is shot down. In both
cases to which I have referred they were
fot shot at—but they were maimed,
heaten by the limbs of their attackers.
Consequently, it has been found necessary
to ingert these provisions so that they
would not have to resort to their own
remedics, and that the Government on
whose behall they ave acting amd on
whose behall they are sometimes sub-
jected to & great deal of hostility, would
distharge its responsibility to them to
protect itz public servants and to assist in
awakening the public itsell to its own
responsibilities in this matter,

This, Mr. Speaker, T venture to say is
katdly controversial and I ask this House
to accept this measure. 1 beg to move.

Question put and agreed to,

Bill accordingly read o Second tine,

Bill commitied lo o Committee of the
awhiale House.

Hounge in Connmifter,

Chugstion put and agreed fo, That the Bill
be reported to the House,
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PRIVATE BILL

Trinidad and Tobago Society for
Rehabilitation of the Disabled

Mr. Jamadar: Mr. Speaker, | bepyy
Move,

That the Heport of the Sela
Committee of the House of Hepn.
sentatives appointed to consider al
report on a Private Bill entitled “4
Aet for the Incorporation of Th
Trinidad and Tobago Society for fie
Fchabilitation of the Disabled” b
adopted.

Mr. Speaker, a disabled person hasben
defined by Act of the United Kingdm
Parliament as follows :—

“A disabled person is a person wh
o account of injury, disease or o
genital  delormity s mlbé.‘l'anﬂi:"T
handieapped in obtaining or keepil
employment, or in undertaling woek
on his cwn account which apart f’f‘_“"
that injury, disease or deforesl
wottld be suited to his age, experien®
and qualifications.”

Mr. Speaker, rehabilitation is t
re-adjusting and  re-squipping of ““".i
persons for employment suitable @0 thev
new condition, age, experienct
qualifications. The Rehabilitation Socie
got its inspiration from the
Institute for Rehabilitation, and as B*
Members would remember it was
the first week of May, this year, that
world fameus founder of that inst!
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pr. Kessler, visited this Territory and
ok part in the Soclety’s Rehabilitation
week.  The Society has plans for the
ptting up of a quarter million dollar
ustitute in San Fernando and for the
eitzhlighment of 3 permanent rehabilita-
qion work-shop, planned, organised and
squipped along the most modern lines,

i pm.

In the short period of its existence the
tpiety has already initiated waluable
work it our community, and I am sure
that hon, Members will he interested to
know that the Soclety has already
ssdsted in & number of cases,

It has already launched a scheme in
the San Fernando General Hospital where
fiszhled patients are being taught cottage
industries and are busy tuming out ham-
tintks, shopping baskets and toys,

The Society iz a voluntary one with
men and women of all walls of life, and
it 2ims to fill a well-known gap in the
wiisl services of owr community. I
believe T can say to the Society, on behalf
il hon, Members, that we extend to them
e heartiest congratulations on a worthy
fierprise, and that we wish them all
Hecess for the foture, and we wish them
Perpetial indwstry.

On behalf of this side of the House I
“ke this opportunity to ask Mr. and Mrs.
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John Public to give the Society for the
Rehabilitation of the Disabled their full
co-operation and support, and we on this
sidle pledge to the Society onr continued
support and assistance,

I beg to move,

Cluestion put end agreed to,
Resolved,

That the Report of the Select
Committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives appointed to consider and
report on & Private Bill entitled, “An
Act for the Incorporation of The
Trinidad and Tobago Society for the
Rehabilitation of the Disabled”, be
adopted,

(huection put ond ogreed to, That a Bill
entitlett “An Act for the Incorporation ef
the Trinidad and Tobago Society for the
Rehahilitation of the Disabled”, be read a
Third time and passed.

Bill vead the Third time and parsed,

Motion made and question proposed, That
the House do now adjourn to Friday, Zfth
Tuly, 1962, at 1.30 p.m.—[Dr. Solomon.J

Chuertion put and agreed fo.

House adjgwrned accordigly.

Adjowrned at 505 fom.
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