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Announcement

10.15 a.m.
ANNOUNCEMENT

Leave of Absence

Mr. President : Members of the Senate,
I wish to announce that I have granted leave
of absence from this meeting to Senator
R. M. Kirpalani.

BILL BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE

Trinidad and Tobago Citizenship Bill

Bill relating to citizenship of Trinidad and
Tobago—(The Attorney Genmeral)—Read the
First time.

The Attorney General: Mr. President,
I beg to move that the next stage be taken
forthwith:

Members of the Scnate will be aware,
Mr: President, of the anxiety which gives
rise to this measure. It will be realised that
this Bill must pass into law before the 31st
August, and they will be aware that the Bill
was passed in another place as late as yester-
day evening. In those circumstances,
Mr. President, it becomes absolutely neces-
sary to seek the permission of the Senate to
take this Bill through all the remaining stages
forthwith.

I beg to move.

Question put, and agreed fo.

The Attorney General : Mr. President, I
have the honour to move that a Bill relating
to Citizenship of Trinidad and Tobago he
now read a Second time.

This Bill, Mr. President, is intended tn
supplement certain provisions of the proposed
constitution. 'of Trinidad and Tobago with
respect to matters relating to citizenship.
Members of the Senate will be aware that
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according to agrcement reached in the
Constitution Conference in London, which
concluded on the 8th June this year, it
was agreed that certain provisions regarding
citizenship will be made in the constitution.
Certain categories. of persons will. become
citizens by operation of law. Certain other
categories will receive an entitlement to
registration as citizens, and accordingly those
classes of persons are not dealt with in this
Bill. What this Bill provides is for other
classes of persons not specifically dealt with
in the constitution. This section of the con-
stitution, Mr. President, will provide thal
Parliament may make provision for the
acquisition of citizenship of Trinidad and
Tobago by persons who do not become
citizens of Trinidad and Tobago by virtue

“of the provisions of the constitution, or for

depriving of the citizenship of Trinidad and
Tobago any person who is a citizen other-
wise than by virtue of certain sections of the
constitution and for the renunciation by any
person of the citizenship of Trinidad and
Tobago. Accordingly, this Bill proposes to
make such provisions.

In the first place, Mr. President, as I
have indicated before, it would be well
known to most people that the constitution
will provide that persons born in Trinidad
and Tobago prior to the 31st August, 1962,
assuming that they do not come within the
scope of diplomatic immunities, will auto-
matically become citizens of Trinidad and
Tobago. It will also provide that persons
may become citizens by descent, that is to
say. persons born outside of Trinidad and
Tobago of a father, and in certain circum-
stances, of a mother who was born in Trini-
dad and Tobago. It will alsg be provided
that persons who are citizens of the United
Kingdom and Colonies, resident or - ordin-
arily resident in Trinidad and Tobago from
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the 1st January, 1962, will be entitled to
registration as citizens of Trinidad and
Tobago. This Bill accordingly seeks to make
the necessary administrative provisions
whereby that purpose could be effected. The
Bill, in clause 16 gives to the Minister, to
whom will be assigned responsibility for
matters relating to citizenship, the power to
make regulations for that purpose.

Perhaps at this stage, Mr. President, I
might say that while it is a very healthy
thing that the Legislature should jealously
guard the privileges and that it should
wherever -appropriate insist that the execu-
tive arm of government should not have any
power of legislation that has mnot been
approved by the Legislature, I would like
to emphasize that the powers given to the
Minister under this clause by no stretch of
the imagination can be regarded as legisla-
tive powers. They are purely administrative
provisions. For example, if you were to
read paragraph (a) of the clause, it would
seem that the Minister will be given the
power to prescribe for anything which is
prescribed in relation to citizenship. That is
to say, the powers are conferred in the body
of the Act and the Minister is merely to pro-
vide the machinery, prescribing for the put-
ting into effect the provisions of the Bill.
He is further given the power to provide for
the registration of anything required or
authorized to be registered, that, again,
Mr. President, is purely an administrative
arrangement. Obviously, Parliament is not
a body that can wundertake administrative
matters and these neceessarily must be left
to the Minister. As one reads the remaining

paragraph of the section, it is quite clear

that no power is being conferred on the
Minister which can in any way be regarded
as trespassing on the scope of the authonty
of the Legislature.
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However, in deference to certain views’
expressed, and in keeping with parliamentary

‘practice, an amendment is being sought to

this clause which will provide ‘‘that any
regulations made by the Minister must be
laid before Parliament’” and subject to
revocation by Parliament within a period of
30 days commencing from the day on which
they are laid, if Parliament shall decide. I
shall at the appropriate stage seek the per-
mission of this Senate to have the Bill
amended to provide for such.

I have dealt at some length with clause 16
because I know the suggestion may possibly
be raised. In my view, such an interpreta-
tion of clause 16 would be a misconception
of its purpose. However, any Member of this
Senate, as in duty bound, is entitled to ex-
press his opinion on the clause, and because
of the possibility that that view may exist,

this amendment has been prepared so that

any regulations made by the Minister may
be laid before this Senate in due course if
the amendment is accepted by the Senate,

It will be realized, of course; that it will

‘be necessary that certain steps be taken to
‘give effect to the rights of these persons on

the 3ist August, and, accordingly, these
regulations will take effect from that date.
The amendment provides that if they are
revoked by Parliament anything done under
them will not thereby be invalidated.

To revert to the other clauses of the Bill,
Mr. President, it will be seen—and if T may'
go through it systematically—that Part I is
purely preliminary, that is to say, it consists
merely of a citation clause and an inter-
pretation clause. Part III makes clear the
position of certain persons whose legal status
might otherwise be in doubt. For example,
subsection (2) of clause 3 provides that the

- rights of citizens of the Republic of Ireland

will be maintained. That is because of certain .
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existing provisions in our laws which give
these people certain rights, and if this is not
inserted they may unwittingly be deprived
of certain rights which they now enjoy.

Members of this hon. Senate will be aware
that whereas citizens of the Republic of
Ireland ate not in the ordinary sense Com-
monwealth citizens, by a convention they are
treated as such; they are not aliens for the
purpose of the British Nationality Act or for
the purpose of any Nationality Act of any
Commonwealth country.

Part 1II of the Bill provides  for the
acquisition of citizenship. Clause 4, for ex-
ample, deals with the case of children
adopted by persons who are citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago and provides that they
should become citizens. Clause 5 sets out the
conditions: which must be fulfilled by a
Commonwealth citizen, by a citizen of the
Republic of Ireland, if he desires to be
registered as a citizen of Trinidad and
Tobago. The conditions are merely common
form, Mr. President : the requirement, for
example, that he should be of good charac-
ter; that he should have an adequate
knowledge of the language of the country
and of his responsibility as a citizen; that he
has resided here for a certain length of time,
and that he intends to continue his residence

here are fairly common provisions, In some

countries, ‘the period of residence varies
from, I'believe, one year to ten years : five
years would be an appropriate period,
although it is possible to permit registration
in certain cases even if residence for five
years were not completed. Clause 6 makes
provision for the registration of minor
children of a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago.
Clause 7 deals with naturalization, conditions
to be fulfilled by persons who seek naturali-
zation as citizens of this Territory. Clause 8
gives effect to a request—that was widely
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cxpressed that there should be some pro-
vision——clause 8 deals with the time when
such person should become a citizen.

Part III deals with the loss of citizenship.
Seeing that we are not by and large accepting
dual citizenship, some provision must be
made for the various circumstances in which
& person might lose citizenship of Trinidad
and Tobago. As Members will be aware, in
certain circumstances people may be called
upon to elect whether ‘they will remain
citizens of Trinidad and Tobago or whether
they will renounce citizenship of some other
country, and the constitution gives an
extended period for such an election. This
clause makes provision in relation to that.
It also provides for the deprivation of citizen-
ship by persons who obtained citizenship by
fraud or by persons who have resided for a
long period in a foreign country. That, may
I respectfully suggest, Mr. President, is a
very appropriate provision because of the
fact that, basically, long residence in Trini-
dad and Tobago is the requirement for
registration of citizenship and it is quite
appropriate that persons who have in fact
abandoned cmzemhlp to obtain. The pro-
vision, however, is softened, as can be seen
by making provision for persons who have
lived a long time abroad but who do not
desire to lose their Trinidad citizenship to
notify the Minister in writing of their inten-
tion to retain citizenship or by registering
in_the prescribed manner; the prescribed
manner would be by registering in the
Trinidad and Tobago Consulate abroad or
any place where the Government of Trinidad

and Tobago made arrangements for Consular
representation.

It will be further seen that, before the
Minister can make an order to deprive any
citizen of citizenship, there are certain things
he must do. He must give notice to that



435
Trinidad and Tobago

effect to allow such a person perhaps to ex-
plain some fact which may then exempt him
from liability; and if a person so requests,
he must refer the matter to a Committee of
Enquiry which will - consider his case. I
think it will be accepted, Mr. President, that
that gives ample protection to any such
person and there is no danger of a person
being deprived of citizenship without full
consideration being given in his particular
case.

Clause 9 makes provision for deprivation
of citizenship by a person who has voluntarily
exercised in a foreign country or in any other
country under the law of which provisions
are made conferring on its own citizens rights
not available to Commonwealth citizens
generally—any right that is available to him
under the law of that country, In other
words, if he acts or behaves as a citizen of
another country, there is power under this
section to deprive him of his citizenship.

10.35 a.m,

Finally, clause 11 makes provision for
renunciation of citizenship. It may be that
certain persons who automatically acquire
citizenship may desite to renounce such
citizenship or Trinidadians who may assume
the citizenship of some other country may
desire either under the law of that country,
or on their own inclination, to renounce such
citizenship, and provision is made here to
permit them to do so.

As for tlie rest of the Bill, Mr. President,
there is not much of any great importance.
Clause 12 meets a view that was expressed

that there should be some provision that, in

cases of doubt, a Certificate of Citizenship
may be granted to persons who so apply.
Such a certificate can be very useful in
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certain circumstances, and therefore provi-

sion has been made for persons who apply

to receive such a certificate.

Clause 13 merely deals with the form ot
oath that is required, and clause 14 provides
that certain documents will have evidential
value in a court of law without special proot.
And, finally, clause 15 provides for the
punishiment of offences committed in con-
nection with this Bill.

Those are the provisions of the Bill,
Mr. President, and while it is small in scope
it is a Bill of great importance, one of the
most important Bills, I would venture to
suggest, that would come to this Senate.
Citizenship is one of the major rights any
people can possess. It not only enables them
to exercise rights within the national com-
munity, but it establishes its position in
the international community, and all right-
thinking jpeople highly value such citizen-
ship. I have no doubt, Mr. President, that

‘persons who are to receive citizenship of

Trinidad and Tobago will set that great
value on citizenship, conscious of their duties
and responsibilities as citizens, not only to
protect the good name and to maintain good
order in the community, but to seek in every
way that lies within their power to build up
pride in the people of this country and to
raise the reputation of Trinidad and Tobago
to a height even greater than that which it
has now attained.

I am reminded, as I speak, Mr. President,
of a phrase that carried great weight two
thousand years ago. No doubt hon. Mem-
bers will be familiar with it: civis romanus
sum. It was the proudest thing that a Roman
citizen could have said, and I have no doubt
that citizens of our country will be able,
with equal pride and with equal justification,

to say, “I am a citizen of Trinidad and
Tobago’’.
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[THE ATTORNEY GENERAL]
Mr, President, I commend this Bill to this

Senate for its acceptance in the hope that it

will receive the blessing of every Member.

Question proposed.

Senator l.ange: Mr. President, in con-
uection with this and many of the other Bills
we have before us this morning, I think I
should pay public tribute here to the very
courteous gesture made by the hon. the
Attorney General in asking the Members of
this Senate to meet him on Thursday to go
through each Bill which has come up to us
and which we have to consider this morning.
We appreciate the urgency of having to deal
with this legislation before us and that act
of the Attorney General is a clear indication
that Government not only recognizes that
these things have to be considered but has
given as much time as the hon. the Attorney
General, rushed as he is, could give us.

There is not much to say on this Bill. The
hon. Attorney General has covered it very
clearly and concisely and, like everyone else,
on 31st August I will say that T am very

happy and proud to be a citizen of Trinidad
and Tobago.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill -accordingly read a Second time.

Bill committed to a Committee of the
whole Senate.

Senate in Commitiee.

Question. put, and agreed io: That the
Bill be reported to the Senate.

Senate resumed.

Bill reported, without amendment : read
the Third time and passed.
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BiLL BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE

Supreme Court of Judicature Bill

10.45 p.m.

Bill respecting the Supreme Court of
Judicature established in accordance with
the provisions of the Trinidad and Tobago
(Constitution) Order in Council—[The
Attorney General]. Read the First time.
Motion made and Question proposed, That

the next stage be taken forthwith.—[The
Aitorney General].

Question put, and agreed to.

The Attorney General ;
I beg to move,

Mr. President,

- That a_ Bill respecting the Supreme
Court of Judicature established in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Trinidad and
Tobago (Constitution) Order in Council,
be now read a Second time.

In spite of the formidable appearance of
this Bill, it will not be necessary for me to
speak at very great length. Members of this
Senate will be aware that the new constitu-
tion of Trinidad and Tobago provides for a
Supreme Court of Trinidad and Tobago.
I should, however, explain at this stage, what
is intended, because there seems some little
confusion of what the exact position is.

Up to the present, we have a Supreme
Court which exercises. both instance and
appellate jurisdiction, and in addition appeals
go to other courts, such as the Caribbean

‘Court of Appeal. The constitution establishes

a Supreme Court of Judicature as two
distinct courts, a High Court which will
have only instance jurisdiction and a Court
of Appeal which will have all the appellate
jurisdiction customary with such a court. In
accordance with that provision, the judges
of the existing Supreme Court will become
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judges of the High Court and it will be
necessary to constitute the Court of Appeal
according to the provisions of the constitu-
tion.

The Bill, therefore, in its first Part, deals
briefly with the constitution of the Supreme
Court, only insofar as it is necessary to make
provisions that are not clearly expressed in
the constitution. Wherever the constitution

provides something, it is of course unneces-

sary to repeat it in an Act of
Parliament. Therefore, clause 4 of the Bill,
for example, merely states that there shall
be such a Supreme Court of Judicature con-
sisting of both courts as shown, with such
jurisdiction and powers as are conferred
respectively on these Courts by this Bill and
the constitution. This Bill is mainly con-
cerned with setting out the jurisdiction of
these two courts.

Clause 5 indicates what will be the com-
position of the High Court: the Chief Justice
who is ex-officio a Judge of the High Court
and no fewer than six and no more than
eight other judges. Members of the Senate
will have received a supplementary sheet with
certain changes which I would respectfully
invite them to look at in connection with
this. Tt will be seen that clause 5 should read
that the High Court shall consist of the
Chief Justice who shall be ex-officio a Judge
of the High Court and no fewer than six and
no more than eight judges.

As to the Court of Appeal, the comparable
provision is that this Court should comprise
of the Chief Justice who shall be President,
and three other judges. The words ‘‘no fewer
than”’ no longer forms part of this Bill.
The reason for this is that the constitution
expressly provides that by legislation the
number of judges should be stated in the
Act for the simple reason that by the con-
stitution, salaries of judges come as a charge
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on the consolidated fund of the territory and
it is therefore - necessary to establish the

limits within which such a charge will
become effective by stating the number of

_judges.

Clause 7 sets out .the quailiﬁcatious of
judges of the Supreme Court and it will be
observed that they are somewhat different

" from existing qualifications. At present the

qualifications for a judge are that he must be
a person who has the right to appear as an
advocate before the High Court of England,
Scotland or Northern Ireland, and certain
other countries, and of five years’ standing.
What this provision is intended to do is this:
in the first place, to preserve the rights of
any person in subsection (2) who has been
qualiﬁed according to that old qualification
and is in fact at present a judge, and para-

graph (b) of subsectlon (2) provides for the
future. ‘

That is all that relates to judges of the
High Court. For the future he should be—
I advise Members to look at clause 7 of the
which sets out the qualification of
judges of both courts. In the case of a judge
of the High Court, he is to be a member of
the Bar of England or of the Bar of Trinidad
and Tobago and of not less than ten- years’
standing.

10.55 a.m.

The reason for that is that at present the
only real qualification now accepted in this
Territory as a right to appointment is that
which is given by reason of call to the Bar
in England. It may be that at some time in
the future we may decide to provide other

_qualifications for the right of audience in

our Courts and, consequently, of the qualifi-

cations of judges. Seeing that we have no

provision but that, for the immediate future
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[THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ] ,
at any rate, persons who may appear before
the Courts of the Territory who might be
appointed judges will base their qualification
on the fact that they have been called to the
Bar of England by one of the Inns of Court.

As to the Judges of the Court of Appeal,
it would be seen that paragraph () of sub-

section (2) deals with the case of any person -

who perhaps may mnot have been called to
the Bar in England, and he would therefore
come under that. Paragraph (b) is intended
to be a future provision, that is to say, be
a member of the Bar of not less than
15 years standing.

The necessity for establishing such a period
of qualification is because ‘it is universally

expected, and indeed demanded by public -

opinion, that persons who sit as Judges of
the Court of Appeal should be persons of
considerable experience, either in the practice
or the administration of the law, and who
who have been called a sufficiently long time
to enable them to grasp all the niceties and
intricacies of the law. And it was felt that a
provision for less than 15 years would not
be in keeping with what is expected of this
Court, which we hope will not only set a very
high standard of judicial learning and com-
petence, but may develop the existing law
in keeping with conditions that obtain in
this' country.

For example, it will be a task of the new
Court sometimes to interpret certain provi-
sions of the constitution. It will be their
responsibility to consider applications ‘made
before them by persons who claim that
certain provisions of the constitution have
been transgressed and that their rights have
been impinged by the Executive, or even by
legislative action, The Judges of the Court
may have to deal with these high matters,
and it is only right and proper that they
should be persons of appropriate competence.

Saturday, 25th August, 1962

442
Judicature Biil

I shall not deal at any length with Part II
which runs from clause 9 to clause 35.
because they are, by and large, re-enact-
‘ments of existing provisions of the
Judicature Ordinance with necessary modifi-
cations. It will be realized that it has been
necessary to carefully consider all these
provisions in order that all possible and
appropriate jurisdiction should be given to
the Court, and that no loophole should be
left where any person who has a right of
access to the Court may find that the Court
has no jurisdiction to deal with the matter.

These are largely technical provisions, but
we hope that they have effectively dealt with
that question of jurisdiction of the Court,
and that they will cover what is intended to
cover adequately and completely.

Part 1IT deals with the Jurisdiction of the
Court of Appeal. Now, that is fairly new.
Some of the provisions have been adapted
from the Order which makes provision for
the late jurisdiction of the Federal Court, now
the Caribbean Court of Appeal. Some of
them have been taken from our existing
Judicature Ordinance insofar as it dealt with
the appellate jurisdiction of the present
Court, and some of them are new provisions
to give effect, as T said before, to the powers
of this Court as a complete Appeal Court.

- Senators will know that in the past we had
what is called a Full Court which was really
in fact a divisional Court of the Supreme
Court. That Court will no longer function.
All appeals, be they Magisterial Appeals,
appeals from Rent Boards, appeals from
Petty Civil Courts, and appeals from the
High Court, both on the civil side and the
criminal side, will go to the Court of Appeal.
So that it has been necessary to make those
provisions,

Part 1V deals with what I might call
administrative provisions affecting the
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Registrar, Sittings of the Court, and things
of that sort. And what will now be Part V
deals with the transitional powers and
certain repealing enactments in order to
conform with the existing Order; that is to
say, to deal with the going out of existence
ot the British Caribbean Court of Appeal
and things of that sort.

Senators will observe on the sheet which is
attached that what was originally printed as
Pért V has been completely deleted, and I
think they would like an explanation of that.
When the Bill was drafted we did not know
precisely what provision had been made by
the Order in Council dealing with appeals
to the Privy Council, Since it is their Court
they are the persons to make rules. Seeing
that our constitution provided for appeals
to the Privy Council, until we received such
rules we had to make provision. Before
this Bill reached the House, however, we
have received rules that have been passed by
the Privy Council in England dealing with
appeals to the Privy Council, and accordingly
it is not necessary to make provision in our
Act; so that it does no longer form part of
the Bill.

A large part of the Bill falls in the first,
second and third schedules, and in fact the
third schedule is the really important one,

because that sets out various rules that are

necessary if the Court is to function properly,
and people should know exactly what pro-
cedure it should follow. It deals merely with
appeals, because one could not expect a
Court to come into existence unless there are
certain rules to guide ‘its functions, and
accordingly. these rules were made and now
form part of the Bill.
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11.05 a.m.

" In view of the heavy programme before
us this morning, I do not propose to say
very much more on this Bill, except this :
that in spite of the fact that it has been
drafted in very short time, it has been sub-
jected to comment on the part of persons who
are able to comment : for example, a Com-
mittée of the Bar Association considered it
and submitted comments, and many of their
suggestions were considered and the original
draft was amended accordingly. The same
thing was done on behalf of the Law
Society, on behalf of the Chamber of Com-
merce, which deputed a lawyer to look
through the provisions of the Bill, and also
by certain other members of the Bar. In
addition, in the light of all these suggested
amendments, the Drafting division of my
Ministry, Mr. President, reconsidered the
entire thing and made various observations,

It is our hope that this Bill now presented
to the House will form a worthy code of
practice, procedure and jurisdiction of the
Court in order that the high expectations
entertained in that Court will be met. I need
not repeat any trite phrases, Mr. President;
as to the high place of the Court in any
other community. We know what to expect
in this community, and I am quite sure we
will not be disappointed in our expectations.

Perhaps 1 may, in passing, ]ust comment
briefly on one new provision in this Bill
which gives the Attorney General the right
to interpose in certain matters. That has
been necessary, because it will be remem-
bered that the constitution makes provision
for persons coming to the Court and asking
for a declaration either that their rights have
been transgressed or that they have been
dealt with unconstitutionally. And it is
appropriate then that some proVision should
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be made for giving to the Attorney General
the right to become a party to these pro-
ceedings, in order either to justify to the
Court what has been done or to take the
necessary steps to see that the right of such
a person be properly established.

That then, Mr. President, is the Bill before
us, and I hope that the Members of
this House will see their way to accept it.
I do not pretend, Mr. President, that a Bill
of this size and magnitude can be absolutely
perfect. What I do say is that theére are cer-
tain things which are not easily discovered
even by the most astute draftsman until, in
the light of actual practice, some deéfect
appears. If that is so, any such defect that
might appear in the light of practice, I assure
the Members of this House, will be speedily
corrected.

1 beg to move.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill ‘accordingly read a Second time.

Bill committed to a committee of the whole
Senate. '

Senate in Commiitee.

11.15 a.m.

Question put and agreed to, That the Bill
be reported to the Senate.

Senate resumed.

Bill veported, without amendment . read
the Third time .and passed.

BiLL BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE
Judges' Salaries and Pensions Bill

Bill to provide for the salaries, pensions
and other conditions of service of Judges
of the Supreme Court of Judicature.—
[The Atltorney General]. Read the First

time. , ,

Motion made and Question proposed, That
the next stage be taken forthwith.—[The
Attorney General]. '
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Que&t‘ion put, and agreed to.

The Attorney General (Senator Richards):
Mr. President, I beg to move,

That a Bill to provide for the salaries,
pensions and other -conditions of service.
of Judges of the Supreme Court of Judi-
cature, be read a Second time.

Before saying anything on the Bill itself,
Mr. President, I beg to report that the
presentation of this Bill has the authority of -
Cabinet and that, being a Money Bill, it was
first presented to the other place and passed.
The Speaker has certified it to be a Money
Bill.

11.25 a.m.

This Bill seeks to comply with what has
been expressly stated in the constitution,
that is to say, that the Judges of the new
Supreme Court shall be paid such salaries
as shall be provided by Parliament, and the
Bill seeks to obtain the consent of Parliament
to make such provisions.

This Bill deals, (1) with judges' salaries,
and (2) with their pensions, and by virtue
of clause 14 gives the Governor power to

‘make regulations for carrying out its provi-

sions and for making regulations relating to
the conditions of service and allowances
payable to a judge. In other words, while
the Bill will specify the salary and while it
will state how pensions are to be computed,
there are several other conditions of service,
some already settled and some not yet
settled, which will be provided for by regula-
tions. For example, if 1 may give an illus-
tration of this, it may well be that the
present leave provisions for judges of the
existing Supreme Court may be altered.
Quite obviously, that is not something which
one does without some consultation. After
the new -Court has been constituted, it will
be appropriate to seek the views of the
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judges and probably of the Bar before
conditions of leave of judges be set out.
However, while on this point, I should like
to state that although the regulations have
not actually been made, it has been decided
that all the judges of the new Supreme Court
will receive a-commuted travelling allowance
of one hundred dollars a month.

There has been some comment, Mr. Presi-
dent, on the provisions for the salaries of
judges of the High Court, but if reference
is made to clause 4, paragraph (c), it will
be seen that the salaries provided for the
judges of this Court will be $11,040 per
annum, that is to say, the same salary which
the present judges receive. Now that is not
because the Government does not realize the
necessity for attaching such emolument to
the high office of judge as befits his position
in the Constitution and in the community,
but Members will be aware that a complete
reconsideration of the whole structure of
salaries and conditions of service of public
servants is now being undertaken, and it was
considered that if the existing salaries of the
present judges were altered it may affect the
successful completion of that survey. That
is not to say that the judges are being
equated with civil servants—clearly they are
not, and one of the intentions of this Bill is
to make it quite clear that they are not civil
servants, because their pensions - provisions
will make it ‘quite clear that they are on a
different basis. However, a review of salaries
must - obviously have certain implications,
and because of that fact it has been thought
fit not to change the salaries at the moment
but, as I said before, judges are now
receiving a commuted allowance of one
hundred dollars a month and, therefore, even
the present judges will receive some immedi-
ate pecuniary benefit.
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It will be seen that a salary of $15,600 a
year is provided for the Chief Justice. In
addition, he will of course receive the same
one hundred dollars as the other judges, and
certain other allowances will be made to him
such as the use of a free, furnished house
and a chauffeur’s allowance. We' are apt,
Mr. President, when we look at figures on
paper to think that they represent all that
comes to the holder of an office, but when
one considers in these days the value of a
free, furnished house of adequate size,
quality and - standard, it will be observed
that that is a fairly substantial addition to
the salaried post, especially having regard
to the fact that that is not subject to income
tax.

I have heard it suggeStéd that the pfovi-

- sion here is very meagre compared with ‘that

obtaining, let us say, in Great Britain.'I have

~ heard it suggested that judges in the United

Kingdom receive $5,000 a month. That is not
quite correct, Mr. President. At present Judges
of the High Court in the United Kingdom
receive an annual emolument of £8,000 a
year, but in actual fact at least half of that
amount goes in taxation and what remains
is considerably smaller than what appears on

- paper. I remember I was in the United

Kingdom sometime in 1952 when considera-
tion was being given to an increase in the
salaries of judges. It was first proposed to
give them £1,000 a year free of income tax.
That met with a great deal of public criticism
and was abandoned and instead, their
salaries were increased by £3,000 a year; but
after the deduction of all taxes the figures
that remained to the Judges were £713.

I merely state this, Mr. President, to show
that the figures provided here are no indica-
tion of the value of the office. I do not say
that they are being excessively paid, but
I say that considering all the circumstances
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and the allowances that are to be made to
them, this is a reasonable provision at the
time. It must be remembered that these
providgions had to be made quickly if we
are to get the Court in motion by the 31st
August, and we decided that those be the
figures. It does not mean those salaries will
not come in for consideration; it is very
likely that they may be reconsidered at a
later stage.

So far as pensions provision is concerned, .

I must invite the attention of Members of
this Senate to the fact that pensions form a
substantial part of the value of an office. We
have been told from time to time in the past
that Judges ought to receive higher pensions
than the rest of the civil service, and that is
now being provided for under this Bill. Some
years ago the Judges of the Supreme Court

used to receive five added years, that is to-

say, whatever their period of service, when
they came to retire five years were added for
purposes of pensions. It has been suggested
in the Napier Commission’s Report that that
be done, but I am happy to be able to inform
the Members of this Senate that; under the
provisions of this Bill, the Judges will be
considerably better off than if five years were
added, because it will bé seen in clause 7
of the Bill that for a judge who joins the
Judiciary with less than five years previous
pensionable service or with no previous
pensionable service, each year will be
counted as two years, so that at the end of
let us say, fifteen years, he will be credited
with 20 years of service, which will be con-
siderably more than if five years were added,

11.35 a.m.

By clause 8, if he has had previous pen-
sionable service in excess of five years, not
only will he carry his pensionable entitle-
ment with him, but each year of service as

Saturday, 25th August, 1962

450
Pensions Bill

a judge will count as one-and-a-half years
and that is the meaning of the figures,
1/300th and 1/400th, so if 1 may again refer
to the theoretical position of a judge who had
served for 15 years, and if he had 10 years
previous pensionable service elsewhere he
will carry that 10 years, and his 15 years
service as a judge will count as 32} years.
In other words, he will be credited with
32} years of service which will be practically
the maximum allowed to any pensionable
officer, that is, two-thirds of his full amount.

1 believe that a number of people who
have commented on these sections of the Bill
have not quite understood what is intended,

“and I think it my duty to make it clear that

so far as pension at any rate-is concerned,
certainly no reasonable person can quarrel
with it. ’

Clause 9 merely deals with the periods -
which .are to be taken for computation.
Clause 10 provides for gratuity and for the
personal relatives of a judge who should die..
Clause 11 allows a judge who has retired the

opportunity to opt for a gratuity or reduced
pension.

Finally, clause 13 vests in the new Judicial
and Legal Service Commission the power to
decide all questions relating to pension or

_gratuity., Clause 14, as 1 have indicated

before, will allow the Governor-General to
make such regulations as to vary or add to
conditions of service or allowances payable
to judges as may be thought fit, and bearing
in mind the overriding provisions of the con-
stitution that the emoluments and conditions
of service of a judge should not be altered
to his disadvantage while he holds office, . it
is obvious that there is no possibility of
reduction in these things. Changes that may
be made in the future, will be changes to the
financial advantage of judges. With these
remarks, Mr. President, I beg to move.
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Senator Lange : Mr. President, we must
thank the Attorney General for dispelling
any fears that we and the judges might have
regarding salaries, as outlined in this Bill.
I am sure that the judges will be only too
glad to know that this is an interim measure
and that in due course consideration will be
given to appropriate salaries for them,

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.

Bill committed to a committee of the whole
Senate.

Senate in Committee.

Question put, and agreed to, That the Bill
be reported to the Senate.

Senate resumed.

Bill reported, without ameidment; read
the Third time and passed.

BILL BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE

Government Securities Bill

Bill to repeal and replace the Trustee
Investments in Government Securities Ordi-
nance,. Ch. 34. No. 4.—[The Attorney
General]. Read the First time.

Motion made and 'Question proposed,
That the next stage be taken forthwith.
[The Attorney General].

Question put, and agreed to.

The Attorney General : Mr. President, I

beg to move,

‘That a Bill to repeal and replace the
Trustee Investments in Government
Securities. Ordinance, Ch. 34. No. 4;
be now read a Second time,
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I shall be very brief with this. Bill,
Mr. President. Essentially, what it seeks to
do is to make legislative provision for the
contractual obligation resting in this Govern-
ment; to provide security for certain
stockholders who may have invested in
Trustee stocks of the Government of Trinidad
and Tobago in the  United Kingdom. The
real point of the Bill is in clause 4, which
makes provision that any money available
to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago
shall be available to meet any judgment,
decree, rule, or order of a Court in the
United Kingdom.

Clause 5 states that a certificate specifying
the sum paid under order of any court
referred to in section 4 to satisfy any such
final judgment, decree, rule or order and
issued by the agent in the United Kingdom
of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago
authorised to make such payment shall be
sufficient authority to the Auditor General or
other officer having the auditing of the
accounts of such agent for passing such sum
without further appropriation.

11.45 a.m.

The past history of this sort of Bill is a
rather complicated one, but if I may put the
position in a few words, it is this: that by a
series of Stock Acts of the United Kingdom
certain securities of certain overseas. Govern-
ments are placed on a list, and the fact that
they are placed on that list entitles them to
be regarded as gilt-edged securities in which
a trustee can safely invest. And it is right
therefore that the position of such Stock
should be protected. '

We have on our Statute Books at the
moment the Trustee Investments in Govern-
ment Securities Ordinance which seeks (o
do some of those things, but because of the
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changed Constitutional position of the Terri-
tory certain provisions of that Ordinance no
longer apply; and that is what this Bill secks
to do, to make law what is really a con-
tractual obligation on the part of the Govern-
ment, That is as regards existing Stock and
as well as future Stock.

Now, it will always be open to a Govern-
ment and to a Legislature to pass legislation
which may possibly alter some of the con-
ditions under which such Stock will issue,
and a convention has grown up, which has
been accepted by the Treasury of the United
Kingdom, that a Government on attaining
independence may entér a special agreement
with the British Government whereby any
such legislation will be discussed with them,
and until some agreement is reached on the
matter such legislation will not be submitted
for assent.

In the case of Colonial Territories, the
provision normally is that such assent should
not be given to any such Act. But such a
provision is obviously inappropriate to an
independent Territory, and many countries
have adopted the procediire of entering a
special agreement to deal with that matter.
As a matter of fact, that is what Jamaica
has done. That is the most recent I can call
to mind. Jamaica has followed the same pro-
cedure, and that is what we propose to do.

That, however, does not affect existing
Stacks. Existing Stocks are protected by this
Bill, and Government has sought to pass
this into law before the 31st August in order
to give assurance to everyone that there will
be no deterioration in the value of these
Stocks on the open market, or ‘nothing that
may cause a decline in the credit of this
country. '

So, this Senate is asked to pass this Bill
as one step towards assuring and confirming
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the financidl guarantees which stockholders
have every reasonable right to expect.

I beg to move that this Bill be read a
Second “time. '

Question proposed.
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second lime.

Bill committed to a committee of the whole
Senate.

Senate in Committee.

Question put, and agreed to, That the Bill
be reported to the Senate.

Senate resumed.

" Bill reported, without amendment; read
the Third time and passed.

BiLL BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE
Public Holidays {Amendment) Bill

Bill to amend the Public Holidays

- Ordinance, Ch. 42. No. 1. [The Attorney

General]. Read the First time.

Motion made and Quéstion jbroposéd, That
the next stage be taken forthwith. [The
Attorney-General]. '

Question put, and agreed io.

The Attorney General (Senator Richards):
Mr. President, I fear that members of the
Senate are getting tired of hearing my voice,
so I would like to assure them that we will
have a break at the end of consideration of
this Bill.

I have the honour to move,

That a Bill to amend the Public Holidays
Ordinance, Ch. 42. No. 1, be read a
Second time.

" There is no need to say much on it. When
one considers what is the public holiday
proposed, namely, the 31st of August, one



455
Public Holidays

has almost said all that is required to be
said. It is most fit and proper and will meet
with universal acceptance that the day on
which we attained independence should
become a fixed public holiday.

11.55 a.m.
The position in regard to public holidays,

Mr. President, is this : in the existing Ordi-
nance there is a schedule in which the fixed

holidays are stated, and in addition to that-

there is provision for the Governor to declare
certain days to be public holidays. All that
is proposed here is that a single line be
addad to the schedule of the existing Ordi-
nance whereby the words ‘‘Independence
Day,”” that is, the 31st August, be inserted.
That appears in clause 2 of the Bill. There
is really nothing else, Mr. President, and I
am sure that, as a people who treasure and
value our holidays, especially a day like this
which is likely to be associated with thril-
ling and pleasant memories for the rest of
our lives, we would like to see this day
receive the treatment that is now being
proposed.

I beg to move.
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill daccordingly read a Second time.

Bill committed to a committee of the whole
Senate.

Senate in Commitiee.

Question put, and agreed to, That the Bill
be reported to the Senate.

Senate resumed.

Bill reported, without amendment; read
the Third time and passed.

12.00 noon : - Sitting suspended,
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BILL BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE

Colonia! Secretary Incorporation (Dissolu-
tion and Transfer of Functions) Bill

Bill to provide for the dissolution of the
Chief Secretary Corporation, for the vesting

_of the assets of the Corporation, and for the

transfer of the functions, duties and powers
of the Chief Secretary and for matters con-
sequential thereon.—[The Attorney Generall.
Read the First time.

Motion made and Question proposed.

‘That the next stage be taken forthwith.

[The Attorney General].
Question put, and agreed to.

The Attorney General (Senator Richards):
Mr. President, 1 beg to move.

That a Bill to provide for the dissolution
of the Chief Secretary Corporation,
for the vesting of the assets of the
Corporation, ‘and for the transfer of
the functions, duties and. powers of
the Chief Secretary and for matters
consequential thereon, be read a
Second time.

~ As members of the Senate will be aware,
Mr. President, the constitutional changes of
1961 removed the necessity for the office of
Colonial Secretary which later became Chief
Secretary; and, as a matter of fact, that post
has not been filled for some time. However,
in the past not only was it a Public Office,
but by virtue of certain functions attached
to that office, and because it was necessary
for the then Colonial Secretary to hold certain
property it had to be incorporated, and the
existing Ordinance incorporates the Colonial
Secretary. He is what is known in law as a’
corporation sole. And therefore the functions
of that Office cannot be performed unless the
office is filled. With the constitutional
changes, Mr. President, the functions of the
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Colonial Secretary, as Members of the Senate
are aware, are distributed among the various
Ministries, and there is no need whatever
for this office to be perpetuated. But having
been incorporated, it is necessary legally to
dissolve the Corporation and make provision

for the vesting of whatever assets the Colonial

Secretary held on behalf of the Government
to- be vested in someone else. That is -the
purpose of the Bill.

1 invite the attention of hon. Members to
the explanatory note attached to the Bill
which makes the position quite clear, .and
there is really nothing else to say on this Bill.

The proper'y or assefs held by the Colonial
Secretary consists of movable property, pro-
perty and land vested in the Sub-Intendant
of Crown Ldnds on behalf of the Crown—
movable property.. If, for example, nothing
were done in order to deal with such pro-
perty, it would be necessary to appoint some
nne to that office in order to deal, let us say,
with shares which he holds on behalf of the
Crown. In view of the fact that constitu-
tionally the office cxists, that would be an
anomalous situation thal could not be per-
mitted. Accordingly, this Bill seeks to .dn—in
the note—to dissolve the Corporation and
vest any property which he holds on behalf
of the Crown to.the right of the Government
and that the Minister responsible may then
deal with such property as may be required.

T do not think there is any further explana-
tion required, Mr, President, except to say
that the schedule attached to the Bill assigns
to various Ministers certain of the functions
which had been assigned to the Chicf Secre:
tary by the Government, This Bill is in
accordance with the existing constitutional
provisions whereby no functions are exercised
by the Governor or will be exercised by the
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Governor-General except on the advice of the
Cabinet, or the Minister.

Question proposed.

Quésh’on put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

Bill comimitied to a committee of the whoie
Senale.

Senale tn_Commillee.

Question put, and agreed to, That the Bill
be reported to the Senate.

Senale resumed.

Bill reported, without amendment; read
the Third lime and passed.

BRILL BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE

The Supplementary Appropriation Biil

Bill to. provide for the Supplementary
Appropriation to the Service of Trinidad
and Tobago for the year ending on the
31st day of December, 1962.—[The Attorney
General]. Read the First time.

- Motion made and Question proposed,
That the next stage be taken forthwith
| The Aftorney. General].

Question put, and agreed to.

The Attorney General (Senator Richards):
M:. President; I by to move,

That a Bill to provide for Supplementary
Appropriation to the Service of Trini-
dad and Tobago for the year ending
on the 3Ist day of December, 1962,
-be tead a Second time.

Before I say anything further on the Bill,

T 'beg to report that the presentation of this

Bill 'has the authority of Cabinet and that,
being a Money Bill, it was first presented to
the other place and passed; and the Speaker
has certified it to be a Money Bill.
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1.55 p.m.

Mr. President, I am not on very familiar
ground in presenting this Bill, but most of
the details are contained in the Schedule.
The Bill itself has three simple clauses the
important one of which is clause 2 which
provides = that the sum not - exceeding
$11,598,026 be charged on the Consolidated
Fund for the service of the Territory for the
year ending 31st ‘December, 1962, and that
such a sum be appropriated for the purposes
expressed in the Schedule, and the Schedule,
Mr. President, indicates under various heads
the items that are contained in the continu-
ation of the Schedule and the amounts which
it is sought to appropriate. Most of this
expenditure has been occasioned by the
coming of independence. Apart from that,
some of the expenditure has been on certain
matters which could not be anticipated when
the substantive Appropriation Bill for the
year was passed.

I may comment just briefly, on some of
the items. If Members will refer to page 3,
for example, Head 3—Judiciary, it will be
seen that the amount of $15,400 is sought,
and that explains itself, because that is
mainly to meet the salaries of Justices of
Appeal who have to be appointed.

Several of the other items are merely
transfer items and they are really not new
provisions. On the preceding page, page 2,
under Head 6—Premier, the sum of
$2,859,913 is to be appropriated for the
purposes set out, the largest single item of
which is subhead 20 (c) being expenses inci-
dental with the independence celebrations,
and that represents a sum of close on

$1} million. The other large items are for the -

provisions of salaries and allowances to staff
at the offices of the Government of Trinidad
and Tobago in London, Washington, New
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York, Ottawa, Montreal. Members will be
aware that with the coming of independence
it ‘will be necessary for us to have representa-
tion in those countries and provision neces-
sarily has to be made for these offices.

Under subhead 20—Overseas Offices, it
will be seen that there is a sizable item of
roughly $3 million which is necessitated by

- the need to acquire property for the residence

of the High Commissioner in London,
the Ambassador in Washington, and the
Representative in Ottawa. These amounts,
Mr. President, I assure you, have been
carefully considered and the expenditure to
be incurred is one that has been decided on
only after a close survey of the existing
market prices of property in these various
cities. All over the world, Mr. President, the
value of landed properties in big cities has
gone up and it is obvious that to provide a
residence suitable to the status and functions
of an Ambassador or High Commissioner
involves a considerable outlay of money.
Prices that are expected to be paid are in
keeping with the best possible prices obtain-
able fin accordance with market values in
those cities.

- On page 6 of the Schedule it will be seen
that an amount of $215,000 is to be appro-
priated in connection with the supplementary
water programme. That means that the water
service has been extended to various areas

‘which were not originally provided for but

for which provision must be made in places
like Diego Martin, Valsayn, El Socorro, &c.

Under the Ministry of Home Affairs, it
will be seen on page 7 there is provision
for temporary staff necessitated by recent
activity in the Ministry of Home Affairs in
connection, for example, with the setting up
of the National Guard and other such
matters consequent on the attaining of
independence.
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On page 8 there is an item of $867,835—
Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce,
mainly to be spent as shown under subhead
39, item 30, to enable the Cocoa Board to
carry out operations during the remaining
part of the year, and the Marketing Board
Then there is an amount of $2,700,000 on
page 10 that is provided to meet increased
demands from the Advances Fund and in
order to allow money to be advanced to bulk-
purchasing departments. The only other large
jtem I would draw to the attention of hon.
Members, on the last page of the Schedule,
will be the expenses in connection with the
Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force. It will
be seen that this represents an expected out-
lay of $1,705,955.

Finally, there is an item of a little over
$1 million on page 4, under head 7—Federa-
tion—$1,062,261, which represents the con-
tribution of Trinidad to the Federation in
respect of currency profits for the year 1961.
This could not have been provided for in the
substantive Appropriation Bill, Mr. Presi-
dent, because the amount had not then been
ascertained. It is an obligation on the part
of this Government to pay this amount in
respect of currency profits in connection with
the activities of the Eastern Caribbean
Currency Board.

As will be seen, all these items are either,
as I said before, items which could not have
been anticipated or items which have been
necessitated by the constitutional changes,
and I accordingly invite members of this
Senate to approve this Bill and to signify,
by their approval, their acceptance of the
necessity for the expenditure.

I beg to move.

Question praposed.
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DOCUMENTS LAID
Public Accounts Committee Report

Senator Williams : Mr. President, I have
the honour to present the Report of the
Public Accounts Committee of the Legisla-
ture for the 1961-62 Session. I also move
that the report be printed as a Senate Paper.

Question put, and agreed io.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ASSOCIA-
TION IN AID OF THE DEAF
(INCORPORATIGN OF TRUSTEES)
BILL

Order for Second reading read.

Senator Walke : Mr. President, I beg to
move,

That a Bill to provide for the incorpora-
tion of certain persons into a body to be
known as the Incorporated Trustees of the
Trinidad and Tobago Association in Aid
of the Deaf and matters incidental thereto, -
be now read a Second time.

. It would be fitting at this juncture to
inform Members of the history of the
Association.

- The prime mover of the organization was
the late Rev. Fr. W. Gilbey who, on seeing
the crying need for facilities for the handi-
capped members of our community, formed
the Trinidad Association in Aid of the Deaf,
the purpose of which was to secure funds
and to arouse the public to the needs and
welfare of these unfortunates. One year
later, in 1943, the Schodl for the Deaf was
formally opened in premises kindly lent by
Miss Audrey Jeffers. In 1946 the school was
finally located on the site which it now
occupies. Since those early days the school
has made rapid strides. ‘
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In 1956 new buildings were erected at a
cost of $120,000, part of it being borne by
Government. There is accommodation for
over 60 children. The curriculum at the
present time includes domestic science and
woodwork. It is the stated aim of the Asso-
ciation to teach and prepare children to
become useful members of the community
to which they belong.

Tribute should be paid to the Board of
Management as a whole, and to Mr. D.
McBride, Miss Yuille, the first principal, and
Miss Harper, the present principal, in parti-
cular for the sterling services they have
rendered to such a worthy cause. There,
are, however, many pressing problems that
remain: lack of funds, the necessity of rely-
ing on public subscriptions, generous as they
may be, for a great part of its revenue; the
great demand for places, and the almost
prohibitive cost of special equipment.

I take it for granted that Members of this
hon. Senate have studied the Bill, but
I would like, however, to invite attention to
clause 8 on page 3, which states:

‘“The Incorporated Trustees shall at all
times have a fixed address for the service
of documents on the Incorporated Trus-
tees; and such address and any change
thereof shall be registered with the Regis-
trar General.”’

‘“(2) Any document may be served
upon the Incorporated Trustees by leaving
the same at, or by sending the same by
registered post to, the address as registered
under subsection (1) of this section.””

Also to page 4.

‘““Article 1 :
NaME
The name of the Association shall be
The Trinidad Association in Aid of the
Deaf.”’
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“Article 2 :
Aims aND OBJECTS

(a) To aid and improve the educa-
tional, industrial and social conditions of
the Deaf and Dumb of the Colony of
Trinidad and Tobago.

(b) To encourage and aid scientifically
approved efforts for the prevention of
deafness and the conservation or restora-

" tion of speech and hearing.

(¢) To maintain and administer the
affairs of any schools or kindred institu-
tions which the Association may establish
from time to time for the oral ‘and voca-
tional or other training of deaf and dumb
children of this Colony.

(d) To assist the deaf and dumb to
obtain and retain employment.

(e) To encourage and carry on any
other activities that may be to the benefit
and the interest of the deaf and dumb in
this Colony.”’

I do not think the Bill neds any further
explanation and I hope that hon. Senators
will give it their full support.

1.15 p.m,

Question proposed.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

Bill committed to a commitiee of the whole
Senate.

Senate in Commitice.

Question put, and agreed to, Thét the Bill
be reported to the Senate.
Senate resumed.

Bill reported, without amendment; read
the Third time and passed.

Motion made and Question proposed,
That the Senate do now adjourn sine die.
[Senator D. Pierre].
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FELICITATIONS

The Minister of Education (Semator D.

Pierre) : Mr. President, I think today is
a very historic day in the life of this Senate.
I can remember only too well that it was in
this very Chamber, in December of last
year, that you welcomed warmly the Mem-
bers of this Senate and urged us to aspire
to certain ideals. I am quite sure that I
speak for all hon. Senators if I say that we
have made an effort to live up to those ideals,
and that we have maintained a very high
standard of debate. And despite the fact that
at times we differed, we were able to conduct
our debates withotut any rancour.

Today, we have come to the end of one
session. In a few days we will be an indepen-
dent country and we shall enter upon a new
session. The possibility is that we will have
new Senators on the other side of this hon.
Senate, and I can only hope that when the
history of this country ‘comes to be written,
hon. Senators here, who have toiled and who
have debated, would have so set a pattern

that the Senate would have justified its

existence, and would serve as a notable
example to our successors.

On behalf of the Government and on my
own. behalf, I want to congratulate all the
Senators who have participated in this
session,

Senator Sir Patrick Hobson : Mr. Presi-
dent, I have the authority to speak on behalf
of the three members of the Senate who
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happen to be sitting opposite the Govern-
ment, and I should like to associate us fully
with the remarks which the Leader of the
Senate has made. There is only one point on
which 1 take slight issue with him, and that
is where he referred to two sides of the
House. In this Senate we do not sit on two
sides of the House politically, although we
may do so in effect.-

1.15 p.m.

I have enjoyed immensely serving under
your Presidency and I lock forward to con-
tinuing to do so in the coming session. I am
sure that the Senators who are sitting with
me would like to say how proud we all are
that we shall be moving into independence
next Friday, and how much we look forward
to serving our new nation.

Mr. President : Members of the Senate,
just two words I wish to say. Thank you
very much for your very kind words. I am
grateful to you for making the job of
President so pleasant and so easy. I look

“forward with pleasure to the session which

comes into being in the next few days and
which starts a new era in the life of this
country. And also, I wish particularly to
thank the Clerk of the Senate who has been
particularly helpful to me in my post here
as President of the Senate. Thank you very
much. '

Question put, and agreed 1o.
Senate adjourned accordingly.
Adjourned at 1.25 p.m.
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