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BACKGROUND

1. The Anti-Gang (Amendment) Bill, 2020, (“the Bill”)! was first introduced in the House of
Representatives by the Honourable Faris Al-Rawi, Attorney General and Minister of Legal
Affairs on November 9, 2020.

2. The Bill seeks to extend the duration of the Anti-Gang Act, 20182 which will expire on
November 29, 2020.

3. The Anti-Gang Act, 2018 which seeks to discourage and suppress criminal gang
membership and activity came into operation on May 28, 2018.

4. The Bill is inconsistent with Sections 4 and 5 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago and therefore requires a special majority of three-fifths of the
members of each House to be passed.

KEY FEATURES OF THE BILL

EXTENSION OF THE ACT

5. Clause 5 of the Bill repeals and replaces section 20 of the Anti-Gang Act, 2018 providing
that the Act continue in operation for a further thirty (30) months from November 29,
2020.

6. Clause 5 is required as section 20 of the Anti-Gang Act, 2018 is a sunset or expiry
provision. A sunset or expiry provision permits a law to remain in operation for a limited
time until a particular date upon which it will cease to be in effect.

7. Pursuant to Section 20, the Anti-Gang Act, 2018 is set to expire on November 29, 2020,
thirty (30) months from its commencement date of May 29, 2018.

8. Clause 5 of the Bill seeks to extend the operation of the Anti-Gang Act, 2018 to Tuesday
May 30, 2023.

Lhttp://www.ttparliament.org/legislations/b2020h16.pdf
2 http://www.ttparliament.org/legislations/a2018-01g.pdf
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COMPARATIVE LEGISLATION

NAME OF ACT SIMILARITIES DIFFERENCES
Australia
Serious and Organised Section 39 of this Act is a sunset = Section 38 (1) of this Act is a review
Crime (Control) Act, 2008 = provision which states that, provision, which is not present in our

legislation. It states that,

“This Act will expire 5 years after  “The Attorney-General must, as soon as
the date on which this section  practicable after the fourth anniversary of the

comes into operation.” commencement of this section, conduct a
review of the operation and effectiveness of
this Act.”

Jamaica
Criminal Justice This Act does not have a sunset | Section 27 of this Act is a review provision,
(Suppression of Criminal | provision. which states that,

Organizations) Act, 2014 “The provisions of this Act shall be reviewed by

a Joint Select Committee of the Houses of
Parliament not later than three years after the
date of commencement of this Act”.

REFERENCES

KEY LEGISLATION

= Trinidad and Tobago: Anti-Gang Act, 2018
http://www.ttparliament.org/legislations/a2018-01g.pdf

= Trinidad and Tobago: The Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, 1976
(Chap. 1:01)
https://rgd.legalaffairs.gov.tt/laws2/Constitution.pdf

LEGISLATION FROM OTHER JURISDICTIONS

= Australia - Serious and Organised Crime (Control) Act 2008
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https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/SERIOUS%20AND%200RGANISED%20CRIME
%20(CONTROL)%20ACT%202008/CURRENT/2008.13.UN.PDF

» Jamaica - Criminal Justice (Suppression of Criminal Organizations) Act, 2014
http://www.japarliament.gov.jm/attachments/341 The%20Disruption%20and%20Supp
ression%200f%20criminal%20organizations.pdf

Legal Unit

Parliament Secretariat

Parliamentary Complex, Cabildo Building,
No. 23-27 St. Vincent Street, Port-of-Spain
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Disclaimer: Bills Essentials are prepared to support the work of the Members of the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago
and is not intended to address the specific circumstances of any particular individual. They are produced under time
and resource constraints and aim to be available in time for debate in the Houses.

The views expressed in Bill Essentials do not reflect an official position of the Legal Unit, nor do they constitute
professional legal advice. Bill Essentials reflect the relevant legislation as introduced and do not canvass subsequent
amendments or developments. To determine the official status of this Bill or follow its progress click here:
http://www.ttparliament.org/publications.php?mid=288&id=900
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